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News
Reach for the stars

Join The Rebel Alliance this New Zealand Fringe
Festivall The Valentina - an illustrated radio play is
a digital adaptation of the theatre company’s award-
winning family play about eight-year-old Ellen and
the first woman in space, Valentina Tereshkova.

With the help of her awesome parents, Ellen paints
a spaceship on her bedroom ceiling. As darkness
falls and the bright moon rises, the ship comes

to life. Joining Ellen on board are new friends and
trusted crew members Yuri Gagarin, Neil Armstrong,
Laika the space dog, and Valentina in this “great!
And nuts!” play that’s like “watching From Dusk Till
Dawn for the first time”, an audience member and
dad bringing his child to the theatre delightedly
exclaims.

Written and directed by 2025 Bruce Mason
Playwriting Award winner Anders Falstie-Jensen, The
Valentina is the inevitable outcome of an upbringing
on a hefty diet of 80s science fiction and Danish
children’s literature. Falstie-Jensen says, “Alongside
the sci-fi geeky part of me, my other references
were a trippy jazzy Danish kids movie called Benny’s
Bathtub as well as WALL-E, Toy Story 3, and Up!

| love those Pixar movies because they all deal

with adult and dark themes in such beautiful and
elegant ways that means kids and adults enjoy
them equally. That’s the kind of work | love and
which | aimed to create with The Valentina.”

Uniquely adapted to be enjoyed online, The
Valentina - an illustrated radio play features over
100 original drawings by set designer and legend
John Verryt, who makes his children’s books
Illustrator debut; an epic soundscape by Sean
Lynch; and the voices of the original cast: Ross
McCormack, Bronwyn Turei, Wesley Dowdell, Talia
Pua, and Kevin Keys.

Watch it at www.fringe.co.nz for the full duration of
the festival, bringing joy and light to the capital from
the 13" of February to the 7" of March.

A“ \ﬂ the fam\\y by Tanya Piejus

Father and daughter team, Lyla and Gavin Mouldey,
are keeping it all in the family as part of KAT
Theatre’s annual Play in the Park for young people
called I Think | Can by Kathryn Schultz Miller and
Barry Miller, with music by Bruce Bowdon.

It all started when Lyla auditioned and secured the
lead role of Becky in this charming play. Becky is
suffering from “an acute case of ‘I-don’t-knowsies’,
with a touch of ‘Don’t-ask-me-seys’, complicated

by ‘I-don’t-think-lI-can-do-it-itis’”. Lyla says, “l really
like getting into character and role-playing. I'm like
Becky but | know what | want to be. | don’t have the
self-doubt that she does.”

Lyla and her dad started travelling from Waikanae
to Khandallah and back three days a week for
rehearsals. Gavin says, “Because | was a captive
audience, | sketched the cast and director at

the first read-through of the play. This led to the
KAT Theatre team discovering | was a children’s
Illustrator. I'm pretty bad at saying no to anything
creative, so committed to illustrating the promo art
and subsequently designing and painting the set.
The experience has been an enjoyable break from
my commercial work. | love drawing for a living, but
it’s refreshing being able to let loose on a large
canvas.”

“The cast rehearsing is also an inspiring
background noise while painting. There’s a lot

of laughter, and | hear the occasional line which
eads to another idea to paint, like ‘What makes a
Nippopotamus smile?’”

Director Archana Sahani chose the play for its
appeal to three to eight-year-olds, lovely music, and
audience interaction. “It helped me get creative

in a way that | wanted to be,” she says. Musical
director Megan Davis adds, “The songs in the play
are fun and easy for children to sing along to.”

With all the elements for an hour of fun in the sun,
| Think | Can plays twice each afternoon on the
141 15" 215t and 22" of February in Khandallah
Park. Bring a blanket, a picnic, and the whole
whanau for this delightful tale of finding confidence
through adventure. More details at www.kat-
theatre.org.nz
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Wellington prances into the Year
of the Horse
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Wellington’s waterfront will once again become a
hub of colour, culture, and connection as the city
welcomes the Wellington Lunar New Year Festival
2026, celebrating the Year of the Horse. Lunar
New Year celebrations are a much-loved fixture in
Wellington’s summer events calendar, drawing tens
of thousands of people to engage with and enjoy
New Year traditions through food, performance,

art, craft, and shared experiences.

Beginning on New Year’s Day on Tuesday the

17™" of February, celebrations unfold across the

city before building to the Festival Fireworks

on Saturday the 215 of February. Ahead of the
fireworks, Wellington’s CBD will come alive with
prancing dragon dancers and the galloping thunder
of taiko drummers, bringing colour and energy to
Courtenay Place, Te Papa, and Upper Frank Kitts
Park. The festival culminates on Sunday the 22" of
February with Festival Day on the waterfront - an
inclusive, vibrant celebration reflecting Wellington’s
cultural diversity featuring food and craft stalls,
cultural performances, and family activities.

Asian Events Trust (AET), the organisation behind
the festival, continues to shape a community-
centric celebration of the Lunar New Year, with
programme highlights led by Thai, Malaysian,
Chinese, Filipino, Vietnamese, Japanese, and
Korean communities. This year, alongside many
bold new collaborations, one of AET’s most
significant partnerships is with Museum of New
/Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa. Te Papa will host
the world premiere of HORSES, a new dance film
by Arts Laureate and internationally acclaimed
choreographer and filmmaker Daniel Belton.
Inspired by the strength and movement of the
horse, HORSES completes a trilogy of Belton’s
earlier works previously featured at Lunar New Year
Festivals in Wellington.

The 2026 Lunar New Year Festival promises to

be a celebration of tradition and reflection of a

city that thrives on creativity and diversity. Firmly
embedded in Wellington’s event calendar, the
festival continues to be a powerful expression of its
creative spirit, elevating the capital’s reputation for
culture and innovation.

For full programme details, visit
www.lunarnewyearfestival.co.nz

Fatal seduction

Photo by Ross Brown.

The Royal New Zealand Ballet (RNZB) is thrilled

to open its 2026 season with a searing premiere
of Macbeth this Aotearoa New Zealand Festival

of the Arts. Created by internationally acclaimed
choreographer Alice Topp (Aurum, Logos, High
Tide), the explosive ballet unfolds in a ruthless
modern world shaped by immorality, manipulation,
and the fatal seduction of power.

“Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s great tragedies,
exploring themes as current today as they were
when first written”, Topp says. “An epic story
fuelled by political ambition, passion, desire for
power, and the burden of guilt, its potency endures.
Our Macbeth is set in a hierarchy-hungry, high-
society city, where political storms, media frenzy,
and personal ambition collide”.

Through the visceral language of contemporary
ballet, Macbeth lays bare the psychological
unravelling of the dazzling power couple at its
heart. Macbeth and his formidable wife scale
extraordinary heights only to find themselves
consumed by guilt, paranoia, and violence in an
ascent to influence that is as intoxicating as it is
catastrophic.

With award-winning designer and longtime RNZB
collaborator Jon Buswell at the helm of set and
lighting, and costumes by Sydney-based designer
Aleisa Jelbart, the aesthetic is dark, glamorous,
glorious. The newly commissioned contemporary
score by composer Christopher Gordon, performed
live by a string ensemble from the New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra, layers orchestral textures
with driving, heavy metal influences. Aurally,

the unrelenting pulse mirrors the characters’
accelerating descent. The result is “a cutting-edge
production,” artistic director Ty King-Wall says,
“which draws upon the versatility of our dancers,
the skill of our technical team, and demonstrates
our incredible artistic range as a company”.

This bold and bloody ballet speaks urgently to our
world today while honouring the lasting legacy

and poignant pathos of the original story. A co-
production with West Australian Ballet presented
In association with Avis, see the RNZB at its most
daring and expansive at St James Theatre from the
25" to the 28™ of February.

SNIPS
Bye Begonia
Begonia House at Wellington Botanic Garden
ki Paekaka has temporarily closed for
refurbishments. Picnic Cafe at Lady Norwood
Rose Garden will remain open, only closing
from May to August. Construction works are
forecast for completion in March 2027, with

the reopening of Begonia House set for May
2027.

Free dental

In partnership with Ora Toa Poneke, Wellington
City Mission is launching a new free dental
service at Whakamaru, its community hub on
Oxford Terrace in Mount Cook, from the 10th of
February. The service will operate on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays to provide trauma-
iInformed dental care for people who face
significant barriers to accessing traditional
dental services.

Satisfied?

Feedback is now open as Hutt City Council
launches its annual Resident Satisfaction
Survey. Residents can share what they like

and what could be better across the city

until the 6th of March by searching Resident
Satisfaction Survey at huttcity.govt.nz

Un lc he m One stop vaccination

« Blood pressure testing
« Blood glucose testing
« UTI consults
« Vaccinations
« Zinc testing
« Cholesterol testing
« Passport photos
www.cubamallpharmacy .co.nz to book « Ear piercing
122 Cuba Mall, Te Aro, « Smoking cessation

\:i\loelllr.lgton | Phone: 04 384 6856 !l;:l ) NZ PD 51: We hire and sell wheelchairs and Disability Aids.

urs: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm
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Deception and desire

Ly

Johnny Bowtie.
Photo by Chelles Roberts Photography.

If you've ever dreamt of stepping into the bygone
world of sly glances and decadent balls of
Regency era England, you'll have your chance on
the 25" of February when, at The Green Man Pub,
the Jane Austen Society of Aotearoa New Zealand
hosts Downstairs at the Manor.

The session uses Good Society - a Jane Austen
role-playing game - to delve into a web of
family obligations, societal expectations, and
personal desires of a group of characters.
Beneath the surface, as in Austen’s novels, it's
a game of social ambition, family obligation, and
breathtaking, heart-stopping longing.

In groups of three to five people guided by
facilitator Johnny ‘Bowtie’ Barstow, participants
will be able to create their own character through
whom they’ll interact with the others. Exploit your
advantages, connections, and family influence to
achieve your secret desire. You'll have the power
to control the story, using connections, rumours,
scandals, tokens, and more to your advantage.

With 2026 focusing on diversity, Downstairs at
the Manor will explore Austen’s world from the
perspective of the servants, offering a glimpse
Into the lives of the working class of the Regency
era. Each with their own secrets and ambitions
and struggling within a harsh world that genteel
society could never understand, the servants
experience dramas of their own, not to mention
relationships, vices, burdens, ambitions, secrets,
and desires.

G le EfU l a ba ﬂ d O ﬂ by Madelaine Empson
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Would D’Things N Such director Seiyan Thompson-
Tonga describe the show as comedy, improv,
slapstick, all of the above, or something else
entirely? “All of the above and something else
entirely”, the Invercargill-born and bred creative tells
me. “| believe it is more of a conglomeration of all of
the good, and bad, things that we are surrounded by
and is put into one place. My best description is that
It Is ‘seriously unserious’ and ‘unseriously serious’ at
the same time.”

Running during Circa Theatre’s 50" anniversary
season for 14 shows only from the 13" to the 28"
of February as part of the New Zealand Fringe
Festival, D'Things N Such was born from a desire to
challenge traditional theatre forms and norms.

“What excites me about theatre and really drove

me to create this show was to highlight my own
Imagination and how | see the world. And personally,
| see art in general, as well as theatre, as a
heightened or physical experience of someone’s
Imagination. | hope that this show provides that
experience for others... that it weirdly gives them
permission to do whatever they want, and to trust
that there is someone that believes in and relates to
it.”

Starring Brett Taefu, Albert Latailakepa, Caleb
Teaupa, and Thompson-Tonga with musician Ete
Reupena, D’Things N Such is Wellington’s freshest,
wildest, and most unhinged theatrical experience.
It's a never-ending game of theatrical tag where
iIntense moments are created and then gleefully
abandoned. Get lost with The Gentle Boys and
maybe leave with abs.

* ok ok k X

"HAS PEOPLE SCREAMING IN TERROR
ONE MINUTE THEN GIGGLING LIKE
CHILDREN THE NEXT
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by Madelaine Empson

Mystics and misfits
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Local heavy-rock band Planet Hunter - comprising
self-described middle-aged mystics William
Saunders (guitar), Cormac Ferris (vocals), Jedaiah
Van Ewijk (bass), and David McGurk (drums) - just
dropped a new aloboum. And when we say just, we
mean it!

Released on the 30" of January, Soothsayer is the
follow-up to the cosmic craftsmen’s 2020 debut
Moscovium, recorded on the fringes of Newtown
near the Wellington Zoo during a whirlwind session
fuelled in classic Planet Hunter fashion by one

too many beersies. The first album distilled life

In the clammy corners of the capital down into a
radioactive blast of doom-grunge energy; the second
IS the prophetic vision that follows. Soothsayer
heralds a new era for the band: one with even more
power, left-field imagination, and the relentless riff-
craft that drives all of their explosive live shows. The
next? Valhalla on the 27" of February.

“We've been haunting that address for decades -
back when it was Hole in the Wall, then Valve Bar,
then Hole in the Wall again, then Bar Medusa, and
now Valhalla”, Dave says. “The place has been the
heart of Wellington’s underground scene since we
were nippers, and it feels like the undying, sticky
heart of musical counterculture in this city.”

Audiences are in for “a dose of songs from our first
EP and both albums, plus some new stuff we’ve
been messing around with. Hopefully they walk
away with our vinyl - we've got bills to pay and a
concerning lack of any other revenue,” the drummer
winks.

(et Born again with Jet

Photo by Michelle Pitiris.

lconic Aussie rockers Jet are about to Shine

On Aotearoa, bringing a special run of shows

to Christchurch, Auckland, and, luckily for us,
Wellington. Now with their February tour expanded
to encompass the capital, fans will have the chance
to experience Jet live - raw, loud, and full of the
iIndomitable spirit that made them international
legends - at Meow Nui on Friday the 13™.

Jet formed in Dingley Village, Melbourne in 2001
and quickly conquered the world with their debut
aloum Get Born. Featuring the lead single Are You
Gonna Be My Girl alongside a string of classics
including Rollover DJ and Look What You’ve Done,
It peaked at number one in Australia and netted
the band six 2004 ARIA awards. Shine On followed
in 2006, rammed full of melodic rock bangers like
Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is, Bring It On
Back, and Rip It Up. Now with multiple platinum
certifications and millions of units sold globally, Jet
ripped up stages on headline tours and festival bills
around the world. No Kiwi alive would forget their
Killer performance at Big Day Out in 2007.

Jet was inducted into the ARIA Hall Of Fame in
2023 - the same year they celebrated the 20"
anniversary of Get Born by returning to the stage
after a five-year hiatus to perform the album in
full. In the process, they reminded everyone why
their songs still pack the same punch two decades
on. Nic Cester reflects, “Get Born was a rare and
unique moment of total planetary alignment where
we somehow managed to capture lightning in a
bottle.”

Love and loyalty

- M kR T W e

“Everyone in the world knows that your country is
a living beauty”, Wendy James exclaims when | ask
her about her most vivid memories of Wellington.
“I have the strangest recollection of going go-
karting when | was there last, but really the overall
memory was the privilege to visit New Zealand and
In such a manner that people took me, and the
music, to their hearts.”

For the first time in 35 years, James and her British
pop rock band Transvision Vamp are touring down
under, playing their nostalgia-filled favourites -
“the songs that started my whole musical journey”
- at Meow Nui on Friday the 27" of February.

Sitting in the kaleidoscopic intersection of brash
punk and commercial pop, Transvision Vamp
qguickly rose to fame in the late 80s with hits

like Baby | Don’t Care, Revolution Baby, | Want
Your Love, The Only One, and If Looks Could Kill.
All these and more - every single one of your
favourites from across all three albums - James
promises to perform.

“It has been such a pleasure to sing these songs
again and in such a musical environment”, she
says, referring to rehearsals with her world-class
band of Alex Ward (guitar), Pip Stakem (guitar),
Dave Parsons (bass), Matt Millership (keyboards),
and James Sclavunos (drums). “But let me tell
you... SO many lyrics to (re)learn! Omg!”

Thrilled to be returning and hoping to “repay the
long-held loyalties and love with three amazing
shows across your country,” James says it is her
intention - and the intention of all the musicians

- to “leave every single audience member shell
shocked with the knowledge they’ve just been part
of one of the best gigs they will ever see in their
lives”.

A visionary album

.......
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Earth Tongue have just torn up not one, not two,
but 58 stages around the world. Now based

in Berlin, the New Zealand heavy-psych duo of
guitarist Gussie Larkin and drummer Ezra Simons
spent summer on tour through Europe and the
UK, then headed to LA to record their third album
Dungeon Vision with garage-rock icon Ty Segall.
Now, Aotearoa audiences will have the earliest
chance to hear the brand-new material when Earth
Tongue hit the road yet again, but this time in their
home country.

“It's a huge privilege to get to travel and share

our music in weird and wonderful places. It's an
emotional rollercoaster though”, Larkin exclaims
of the touring life, adding that there’s “such a high
amount of stimulation and adrenaline every day.
The actual performance is the part where it all
clicks and | feel a sense of freedom.”

Join Earth Tongue in tasting that freedom and give
‘em your energy when they unveil Dungeon Vision

— officially out in a handful of days on Friday the
13" - at San Fran on Saturday the 215t of February.

“It's a mediaeval fantasy record,” Larkin explains,
“but we've intertwined it with themes from the real
world - mortality and isolation come up a lot, even
though they're disguised in metaphor. We were
thinking about the duality between the simplicities
of the old world against the chaos, noise, and
absurdity of modern life.”

Recorded to tape and mixed on an old-school
analogue desk with no computers involved, Earth
Tongue have taken more risks with this album.
Citing inspiration from 70s prog-rock bands like
King Crimson, Gentle Giant, and, of course, Black
Sabbath, Larkin says it’'s “been nice breaking out
of what people think a two-piece needs to sound
like”.

‘Back to contents |
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Standout stana-up

With the silly season well and truly over and

no more public holidays in sight until Easter,
February and March may look a little daunting. But
Aotearoa’s biggest comedy names and best up-
and-coming talents are here to turn your frowns
upside down with three consecutive weekends of
laughter at Abandoned Taproom Petone.

Starting with the 20" and 215 of February,
Weekend Laughs brings heavy-hitters Justine
Smith and Jeremy Corbett to the stage. Acting as
MC, Smith is one of New Zealand’s greatest with

/ Days, Taskmaster, and the 2003 Billy T Award
padding out her resume. As for Corbett, he’s a man
that needs no introduction as the host of 7 Days.

Joining them on the 20" is award-winning British
comedian Sully O’Sullivan and 2025 Wellington
Raw Comedy Quest finalists Elliott Lam and Katy
Borrows, while the 21 slots are filled by 2025
Wellington Raw Comedy Quest finalist Ralph Hilaga
and Guanny Liu-Prosee.

2025 Taskmaster star Jack Ansett will MC on the
27" and 28" of February for headliner James
Nokise, a Fred Award-winning comedian known for
his fearless approach and ability to give a voice to
underrepresented communities.

Closing out the three weekends of standout stand-
up on the 6™ and 7" of March is MC Ben Hurley
with an impressive lineup comprising 2025 Billy T
Award and 2022 Raw Comedy Quest winner Hoani
Hotene and 2026 Billy T nominee Kipling DC, the
self-proclaimed ‘Big Dog’ of Wellington comedy.

Summer celebration

The South Pacific ushers in a new era for reggae
with the arrival of Kingston Calling to New Zealand,
Tonga, and Samoa this summer. Presented by,
Fabrik, Mai FM, and Rova, the festival will stop off
in Poneke at Waitangi Park on the 12™ of February
and features a lineup comprising Katchafire, The
Black Seeds, and Corrella, with none other than
UB40 featuring Ali Campbell as headliners.

This is the first major tour in over seven years that
sees UB40 - with the original voice of Campbell

- return to Aotearoa shores. His unmistakable
vocals, the heart of global hits like Red Red

Wine, Kingston Town, and (I Can’t Help) Falling in
Love With You, define the authentic reggae-soul
experience the band is known for.

Formed in Birmingham in December of 1978,

the English reggae group has seen more than

50 singles elbow their way onto the UK Singles
Chart, 70 million records sold, and four GRAMMY®
nominations, garnering international fame and
fans in the process.

Wellington fans will see them at their best and
brightest at Kingston Calling, which will transform
the waterfront into a veritable and vibrant festival
scene chocka with local food and drinks and
soaked in good vibes. More than a great gig,
Kingston Calling is a celebration of summer,
community, and timeless reggae.

Live the legacy of the iconic reggae renegades who
shaped a generation at Kingston Calling.

Sonic storytelling

Channelling a swampy melting pot of country, folk,
Americana, and blues, Paddy Burgin, Andrew Kerr,
and Alan Norman craft music that captures their
mutual love of storytelling and rhythmic grooves.

The trio have been gathering crowds across the
region and the motu both together and as part

of other Kiwi collaborations like The Warratahs,
The Wooden Box Band, The Zimmermans, The

Rag Poets, and Jacky Tar, and they will get crowds
a-dancing again in Greytown Little Theatre’s Studio
73 space on the 15™ of February.

In what will be the first concert of 2026 on

the local Up Close & Personal monthly(ish) live
music event calendar, Burgin, Kerr, and Norman
will perform a mix of original material, with
contributions from each member, calling on a wide
range of instrumentation including piano, acoustic
and Weissenborn guitars, accordion, bodhran, and
percussion.

While Kerr and Norman have been collaborating
for years, they were joined by Burgin in 2023 as
part of The Scarborough Connection. Together
they crafted their aloum For The Record, which
The Indie Source dubbed “one of the year’s

oest aloums in Americana/folk... a thoughtful,
passionate, and musically rich collection that
nolds up under repeated listens”, and Top Buzz
Magazine described as crackling with “fidelity” and
“an intensely human collection of songs that you
can return to time after time”.

Sip afternoon tea, savour a scone, and settle in for
some sonic storytelling with Paddy Burgin, Andrew
Kerr, and Alan Norman.

Play, panic, and plan

Phgto by Lewis Ferris.

Kiwis be warned: something strange is happening
after dark. Citizens are vanishing. Nerves are
fraying. And your designated safehouse will be...
Circa Theatre.

Werewolf, the immersive horror-comedy by multi-
award-winning Wellington performance renegades
Binge Culture, will lockdown Wellington between
the 28" of February and the 1%t of March as part
of the 2026 Aotearoa New Zealand Festival of the
Arts.

Performed by Joel Baxendale, Stella Reid, and
Hannah Kelly and produced by Baxendale

and Hannah Strathern, with sound design by
Oliver Devlin, set and lighting by Lucas Neal,

and dramaturgy by Ralph Upton, Werewolf was
developed in 2020 in the eerie quiet after COVID
lockdowns as a theatrical response to collective
anxiety. |t has seen great success across
Aotearoa and at Edinburgh Fringe 2024, where
It enjoyed a screaming sold-out run. Werewolf
gives audiences a way to safely explore fear,
trust, and human behaviour under pressure, with
our very own Regional News reviewer describing
it “a clever commentary on mob mentality and
fearmongering”.

Based on the popular party game Werewolf (also
known as Mafia), the show drops audiences into a
safehouse in lockdown, where suspicion, alliances,
and disappearances unfold in a high-stakes
experiment of fear and fun. Audience members are
given secret roles, allowing everyone to participate
as much or as little as they like in creating a space
where play, panic, and planning collide.

By daylight, Werewolf is hilariously chaotic as three
underqualified wardens try (and spectacularly fail)
to keep the community calm. By night, the tension
escalates, producing a cocktail of screams, laughs,
and shock. Settle into an immersive world of
suspicion, survival, and something strange.
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Summer's most immersive

adventure

Breathe | Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into
Nature by Marshmallow Laser Feast, 2025.
Photos by Maarten Holl, courtesy of Te Papa.

Wellington and the wider region are in for a sensory
treat this summer with the arrival of Breathe |
Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into Nature by
Marshmallow Laser Feast, a spectacular new
exhibition at Te Papa.

The immersive exhibition features awe-inspiring
video installations on a grand scale, where towering
trees, flowing tides, and cosmic wonders unfold
before your eyes. Children will marvel at the vibrant
visuals and sounds, while adults take in the deeper
themes of connection and wellbeing. Through guided
meditation, large-scale video works, and interactive
experiences, visitors evolve from droplets of water to
plants, cells, and stars, becoming part of the cycle of
life and the cosmos.

Created by internationally acclaimed art collective
Marshmallow Laser Feast, the exhibition is open
daily and fully indoors, making it perfect for both
blue-sky days and blustery Wellington afternoons.
Its blend of science, art, and storytelling offers
something for everyone - nature lovers, tech
enthusiasts, creatives, and curious minds.

Alongside the exhibition is an add-on, optional
25-minute virtual reality experience that enhances
the visit through complete audio and visual
Immersion, taking you on an extraordinary journey
through the breath itself. With limited VR headsets
available for each session, demand has been sky-
high. Anyone hoping to catch the full experience

IS urged to book their session in advance to avoid
missing out.

A packed events season designed for all ages helps
to unpack the themes of Breathe | Mauri Ora. See
the world from a new perspective and discover
experiences celebrating our connection to te taiao
(nature).

On Friday the 20™ of February from 6pm to 9pm,
discover how art, science, nature, and Indigenous
knowledge converge as Marshmallow Laser Feast
and experts korero in Panel Talk: Interconnected.

From Land, Sea, and Sky offers an evening of
spotlight talks from Mana Whenua kaitiaki and Te
Papa natural history and art curators on Wednesday
the 25" of February and the 11* of March from
6:30pm to 8pm.

Breathe balance into your busy life with The Art

of Wellbeing symposium, hosted by broadcaster,
author, and te reo Maori advocate Stacey Morrison
on Sunday the 22" of February from 9am to 3pm.

The Path: A Performance Journey will see poets,
musicians, and dancers respond to the immersive
worlds of Breathe | Mauri Ora on Saturday the 7™ of
March from 7pm to 10pm.

With its interactive and sensory elements, stunning
visuals, and transportive soundscapes, this is an
experience that you and your family will talk about
long after you leave.

Breathe | Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into
Nature by Marshmallow Laser Feast is on now at Te
Papa until the 27™ of April 2026. Book now at
www.tepapa.nz/Breathe

One for the history books

In 1976, Circa Theatre opened its doors for the
very first time. That year, a soon-to-be legend
stepped onto its stage to perform in Juno and the
Paycock. This February, Sir Sam Neill will return
to the theatre in a very special anniversary and
fundraising event that connects directly to where
Circa began and why it exists.

An Audience with Sir Sam Neill sees the stage and
screen star reflect on his career, the people and
productions that helped shape Aotearoa theatre,
and his early days at Circa in that landmark play.
Directed by Richard Campion, the cast of Juno
and the Paycock included the acclaimed Edith
Campion alongside her daughter Anna Campion,
making it one for the history books.

Circa founding member Dame Carolyn Henwood
recalls that time simply and vividly: “Loving the
memories of Ray Henwood in play with Sam Neill.”

New Zealander Neill was born in Northern lreland
and lives on his farm in Te Waipounamu. Known
for his roles in Hollywood blockbusters like Jurassic
Park and Kiwi classics like The Piano and Hunt

for the Wilderpeople, the activist and multi-award-
winning actor is regarded as one of the most
versatile performers of his generation.

See Sam Neill in conversation with broadcaster
and writer lan Fraser from 7pm at Circa Theatre
on Sunday the 22" of February in a Theatre
Artists Charitable Trust (TACT) fundraiser that will
support the next generation to build sustainable
careers and continue creating world-class work in
Wellington. Book at www.circa.co.nz

A fa m ‘ \y aﬁ:a ‘ I' by Madelaine Empson

Avalanche City (Dave Baxter) is about to hit the
road again for his most ambitious Aotearoa tour to
date: one that marks a new chapter for the beloved
indie-folk artist behind the number one earworms
Love Love Love and Inside Out.

The recent touring model - which includes a
completely sold-out 2025 run - has been the
most successful of Baxter’'s career. Everything
has moved in-house: his wife Sharanna takes the
lead as the tour manager while he manages the
technical production and show design. The couple
travels the country with their children in tow,
making for the ultimate family road trip!

It might be a lot of work, but it sure leads to some
fun and interesting stories.

“When our eldest Billy was six months old we spent
three months travelling and playing gigs through
Europe. In Germany we travelled by train between
gigs”, Baxter tells me, noting the extremely short
changeover time between the trains. “There were
many times when Sharanna, Billy, and | would be
waiting at the train door, with Billy in the front pack,
two guitars, a small sound system, a box of merch,
a suitcase, and all the baby gear, ready to jump
out, race up a set of stairs, find a new platform,
race down a set of stairs, and find a train within
the space of two minutes! Miraculously we only
missed one train in the whole tour.”

A lover of Wellington crowds, the singer, songwriter,
and multi-instrumentalist can’t wait to play Meow
Nui on the 7™ of March after a sure-to-be magical
gig on the 20" of February at Wairarapa Events
Centre. With support from Mountain Boy, this will
be an intimate evening full of fan favourites, new
material, and unmistakable charm.
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Fquestrian extravaganza

by Alessia Belsito-Riera
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Canter through the decades and pirouette into the
past at Nostalgia, an equestrian extravaganza and
circus spectacular featuring music from the 1950s
to the 2000s.

Bringing together the stars of yesterday and the
rising talents of tomorrow, the show from Kapiti
Equestrian & Vaulting Centre will shine a spotlight
on the horses and performers in the club - one of
only three in the country.

“We think it’s one of the most spectacular and
Incredible sports and we need more people to
know about it to get behind us and support the
sport”, coach Rhyanne Vasta says. “l hope the
audience feels inspired and empowered from the
show. That they take away joy and feel thoroughly
entertained in their very own backyard. It's a
chance to celebrate the talent that hides in the
community and shed light on it”.

Nostalgia is a family-friendly variety show for all
ages featuring equestrian vaulting, dancing horses,
fire jumping, a spinning wheel, acrobatics and
ensemble acts, and aerial silk and hoop artistry.
Each performance will be accompanied by popular
songs spanning 50 years.

“We couldn’t decide which era we wanted to go for
so we thought, why not let everyone win”, Vasta
says. “This meant it was easy to find a banging
playlist and great inspiration for each act”.

Nostalgia will delight audiences at 1pm on the
21t and 22", 6:30pm on the 20" and 27", and
11:30am and 6:30pm on the 28" of February.

Advice from Alan
Pre-settlement inspection tips

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins

Under the standard Agreement
for Sale and Purchase, if

a property is being sold

with vacant possession, a

1 purchaser has a right to carry
out an inspection before the
settlement date. This gives

the purchaser the opportunity
to check that the chattels

and property are still in place and in the same
condition, all keys and electronic door openers

are working, there is no recent damage, any
agreed maintenance has been completed, and the
oroperty is free of rubbish.

f the purchaser has any issues that arise from the
ore-settlement inspection, under the Agreement
for Sale and Purchase, they are required to issue
written notice to the vendor before 5pm on the last
working day prior to settlement. For example, if the
settlement date is a Monday, then the last working
day before settlement would be the previous Friday.

Accordingly, it would be prudent for agents to
arrange for the pre-settlement inspection to be
completed at least two working days before the
settlement date to ensure that a purchaser’s
position is protected and that there are no
unnecessary delays on the settlement date. If a
buyer is away, then they should organise someone
else such as a friend or relation to carry out the
inspection for them.

If the purchaser does raise any issues at the

time of inspection, we recommend that these
Issues be disclosed in writing to the vendor’s legal
representative as soon as practicable after the
Inspection. This will allow all parties time to discuss
resolution of any issues.

It is worth noting that any issues raised by the
purchaser would not give them the right to cancel
the Agreement for Sale and Purchase or delay
settlement. It would, however, give them the right
to claim compensation. This could be negotiated
between the parties via their lawyers to reach

an agreement, which might include the vendor
doing work on the property before settlement, a
reduction in the purchase price, or holding back
some of the price until the issues are fixed.

Far from home

30 years ago, Waiora Te Ukaipo - The Homeland
oremiered at the 1996 Aotearoa New Zealand
~estival of the Arts. Now, between the 27 of
~ebruary and the 15t of March, the landmark show
will return to The Opera House as part of the

very same festival, having garnered awards and
standing ovations around the world over the last
three decades.

As immediate, moving, and relevant today as it was
then, Waiora follows Hone, who brings his whanau
from the East Coast to the South Island. As they
gather for a hangl with their Pakeha guests, buried
secrets and cultural tensions surface. Blending
emotional depth with humour, haka, and waiata,
this profound story explores a family far from
home.

Written and directed by multi-award-winning Arts
Laureate Hone Kouka MNZM (Ngati Porou, Ngati
Raukawa, Ngati Kahungunu), the play is drawn
from Kouka’s own story. Following their move
south, he says his whanau felt like they had moved
to a whole new country.

“They had to learn a whole new etiquette, and it
was the strangest thing, being tangata whenua but
feeling like immigrants”, Kouka says. “Waiora is not
just a Maori story, it's the story of many peoples of
Aotearoa: it’'s an immigrant story”.

The 2026 cast brings together a mix of established
and emerging talent that includes Erina Daniels,
Regan Taylor, and Antonio Te Maioha reprising

his 1996 role. Hone Hurihanganui will return to
the creative team with waiata composition and
haka, while Kouka and the late Nancy Brunning's
daughter Maarire Brunning-Kouka, who toured with
Waiora as a baby, is the sound designer.

Using Te Ao Maori as its framework, Waiora
captures a pivotal moment in Aotearoa while
telling a universal story of family, migration,
Intergenerational tension, and belonging.

Glitter-soaked smackdown

Image by Jared Pallesen.

Please, Please, Please ring in Pride at a glitter-
soaked smackdown where Wellington drag royalty
channel the angst, allure, and absolute bangers of
Billie Eilish and Sabrina Carpenter, all in the name
of fundraising fabulousness.

At SABRINA vs BILLIE: A Drag Fundraiser
Smackdown, performers will battle it out at lvy Bar
& Cabaret on the 20" of February in three lip-sync
rounds featuring tracks drawn from each diva’s
discography. Burlesque bro Robin Yablind will serve
as judge, but the final decision will rest in the
hands of the audience.

Ranked on accuracy, commitment, and star power
are hypermobile hottie Rainn Bowes and Faux
Femm on team Sabrina, while fatherless femme
fatale Veronica Heart and Bobby Bottle Blonde
wave the team Billie banner. Your host is none
other than sinner and showgirl Selina Simone, who
doubles as the mastermind behind the charity
boxing match-meets-drag race.

Every ticket sold will support InsideOUT, helping
create safer and stronger futures for queer and
trans rangatanhi.

“This fundraiser would greatly support us in
running our national awareness and celebration
campaign, Schools Pride Week Aotearoa, and
providing Pride Packs and resources to schools
across the motu,” InsideOUT Koaro funding and
finance coordinator Red Carley says. “To be able
to dedicate resources to this work has incredible
Impact for our rainbow young people and the future
for the wider rainbow community and contributes
to creating visibility for a safer and more inclusive
Aotearoa.”

Pop girlies and sad banger devotees, choose your
fighter at SABRINA vs BILLIE.



Closge—up

by Madelaine Empson

Thinking ahead with Alan Davies

Photo by Tony Briggs.

“One of the best stand-up comics out there” (The
Guardian) is in the midst of his first tour in a decade.
Think Ahead sees critically acclaimed comedian,
actor, writer, and TV personality Alan Davies thinking
he’'s Marty McFly but older than Doc Brown and
funnier than ever, he says - and that’s saying
something]

Davies is known for his performance as the
eponymous hero of the hugely popular, long-running
TV series Jonathan Creek and as a permanent
panellist on QI, the BBC Two British comedy panel
quiz show in which comedy stars swap funny facts
on every subject under the sun. Hosted by Stephen
Fry from 2003 until Sandi Toksvig took over in 2016,
Davies describes the atmosphere of the show as
Infectious.

“‘Always, behind the scenes, there’s a team of
researchers and producers who have just spent
three or four months researching material, finding
the Ql angle on subjects”, he describes as a key

to the show’s success. “My job, and the job of the
other comedians who come on as guests, we don't
know what the script is going to say, we don’t know
what the questions are going to be... We've got to get
some sort of ball in the air, keep it bouncing around
between us, improvise, collaborate, work together,
and be jolly about it.”

Read on as Davies and | Think Ahead to August,
when he’ll pull up to pull no punches at Michael
Fowler Centre on Saturday the 8" at 7:30pm.

What do you remember about your first comedy gig
in 1988?

| was a student at the time, and | was living in a little
town called Whitstable, which is in Kent on the coast.
It was quite cold on that coastline. There wasn’t a

lot to do in that town, but there was a place called
the Labour Club where students went for a Friday,
Saturday night. Some of my friends were in a band,
and they knew | was talking about comedy a lot,

and they put my name on the poster and said, ‘Why
don’t you do it? But if you haven’t got anything, just
iIntroduce the bands.” So | worked out a set, and
everybody in the room, pretty much, | knew. So that
In a way made it worse, for them | think [chuckles].
But it went well. It was thrilling, it was extremely
nerve-wracking, my hands were shaking | remember.
That carried on for several months of doing stand-up
In my early twenties - the nerves. | overcame that,
and it became an obsession. | did stand-up nonstop
for years. Then | started to get into television, and
that took me away from it. There was quite a long
period when | wasn't doing it at all, and | realised

In hindsight, it's quite bad for my mental health to
not have that outlet, that place to express myself. |
think  am in @ much better place when I'm gigging
regularly.

I was going to ask why you chose comedy and
where you think its power lies - it seems like it’s
very important to you personally.

Well, | love comedy, and | loved comedy shows as

a kid, sitcoms | grew up with - they were probably
shown on New Zealand television as well, shows

like The Good Life, Fawlty Towers, Porridge. When

| got into comedy, it gave me a real feeling of
confidence. | like the lifestyle; it wasn’t like having

a job. | made money quite quickly compared to a

lot of my peers who had left university at the same
time. | immediately felt quite good about myself and
liked what | was doing, the people | was meeting.
I’'m turning 60 soon and quite a few of the people
coming to the party are people | met in the late

80s, early 90s on the comedy circuit. So, it’s a very
Important part of my life. The new show that I've got
Is working really well. | think in a way, it's taken me
this long to really talk about all aspects of my life. |
went through some quite difficult things when | was
a Kid, and | weave those stories in and create a fuller
nicture of who | am and what | think and what I've
peen through. There was a while, | think, when | was
putting a bit of a front up, which is quite common in
performance: public face, private life. Now | think it’'s
a more complete picture and it’s a better show for it.

In weaving in those stories, is it like comedy helps
you to process the past?

Yeah. | wrote a memoir called Just Ignore Him, which
was published in 2020 and which was really about
my childhood - about my mum dying and my father,
who abused me as a kid. That book finishes as |
started going into stand-up comedy. Now there’s

a new volume called White Male Stand-up [2025].
It's about that process of going into a comedy
career and then what became a television career
carrying all of this stuff, and imagining that I'd left

it all behind - because if the future is ahead of you
then you leave the past behind, which is, of course,
a very naive view of how life works. It was actually

a harder book to write, but it was in the writing that

| began to access some of the ideas for a comedy
show, which is a different muscle. It’s a different
part of the brain almost. Because the story is then
told to an audience, how the story is formed, how it’'s
shaped, is worked out in relation with an audience in
the room - it's very different to sitting at a keyboard.
But it’'s drawn from the same place in life that I'd
reached when | was writing the book and coming up
with the show.

You get that immediacy of feedback with the
audience in the room as well, that electricity.
That’s exactly it. You soon find out if you're
approaching the subject matter in the right way or
the wrong way. Managing where the laughs are going
to be, where you need it to quiet down, where you
need silence for a moment to make a point and then
bring it back around. I've tried to make the show as
funny as | possibly can, that’s always been my first
aim doing stand-up.

The Think Ahead tour began in 2025. How are you
finding life on the road this time?

| did a lot of shows last year, about 50. | was really
tired [chuckles]. I'm nearly 60 and I'm finding it
much more tiring than it used to be! But that'’s life
and | like going to places, | like getting off trains in
railway stations or pulling up in theatres. It's nice. I'm
pleased to come to New Zealand with a show that
works and is all running and ready to go. It'll be a
good tour.

What are your memories of our wee corner of the
world?

I’'m very fond of the place, which is why | keep
coming back. I've been fortunate to have had some
holiday time in New Zealand, driving round the
South Island - so beautiful there. And also travelling
all over seeing lots of towns, talking to lots of
audiences, | always enjoy it.

If we could take away one thing from the show,
what would you want it to be?

A copy of my book [laughs]. I'll probably be signing
them in the foyer afterwards! No, | hope they go away
thinking, ‘I haven’t laughed like that for ages’. I'd like
people to come out to the theatre and get together

- that’s what they’ve been doing for thousands of
years. People haven’t spent thousands of years on
their phones, doomscrolling the internet. It's not
good! So, for a couple of hours: phone off, face the
front, I'll do the talking and you’ll be fine [laughs].

X A New Zealand Call us (04) 499 8807 | Find us www.rnzafacom

) Academy
¥ of Fine Arts Follow us: ' nzafa & academygalleries

Looking for art?

Summer Exhibition - at Wellington Cathedral - 2 Hil st,
14 February to 8 March 10 am to 5.00 pm Entry Free

Helen Keen and Lynn Blann - recent works - at DoubleTree by
Hilton Wellington, 28 Grey St, 10 am to 5 pm. Entry Free

Te Manu Muramura - various artists - at Rydges Wellington Airport,
(level 2 or access from the terminal) continuing to April, 10 am to 5 pm. Entry Free

Contemporary New Zealand art

Back to contents @)
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Memorable moment
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As you approach a century-old bridge deep in the
Taieri Gorge, you don’t expect to leave the train.
With the relaunch of the Deep Stream Track, you
are once again invited to step outside the carriage
and into the heart of the gorge, turning a scenic
rail journey into something beyond the view from
your seat.

High above the river, surrounded by vast Otago
landscapes, you watch the heritage train roll across
the very bridge you've just walked. It's a moment
defined by stillness, scale, and perspective; one
that few rail journeys anywhere in the world can
offer.

Visitors consistently describe Deep Stream as the
standout memory of their trip - unexpected and
absolutely spectacular. In a world where travel is
often experienced through a window, this is a rare
chance feel part of the story. Deep Stream is a
heritage railway moment that lingers long after the
journey ends.

Experience it yourself and find out more at
dunedinrailways.co.nz

Finding paradise
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The top of the South Island comes alive beneath
the sun. A hotspot for eco-tourism, a delight for the
culturally focused traveller, a haven for foodies,
and a nonstop party of music, art, and events, this
region is the poster child of a quintessential Kiwi
summer.

For whatever reason you may find yourself in

this sun-soaked spot of golden sands, abundant
nature, and quirky townships, consider extending
your stay to explore magical Motueka and
astonishing Abel Tasman.

Eccentric and eclectic in equal measure, Motueka
IS a great place to make your base. Brimming
with boutiques, galleries, museums, eateries, and
attractions, this funky village has something the
whole family will fall for.

Whether you choose to explore by land or sea,

Abel Tasman National Park is simply divine. One

of Aotearoa’s calling cards, the winding trails,
burgeoning flora and fauna, secluded hideaways,
and idyllic beaches will make you believe you found
paradise.

Taste the flavour
5

As an Asian household and family, we love food
and never let anyone go hungry. At Chokdee
Motueka Thai Cuisine, we want to deliver the taste
of our homeland, our recipes, our traditions, and
our culture to you, right here in Aotearoa, New
/ealand.

We strive to use the freshest produce and poultry.
Our chef, who was born and raised in Thailand,
wants to serve up a taste of home: simple, tasty,
and exploding with flavours using the fresh
ingredients sourced as locally as possible. Our
passion as a business is to deliver meals that
look simple and focus on the quality of each
component. We hope that you can taste our
passion in your first bite.

We keep our recipes updated and will try our best
to alter them to accommodate all palates, food
trends, and dietary requirements. This includes,
but is not limited to, gluten-free, nut-free, vegan,
and seafood-free diets... as well as those who
dislike the soapy taste of coriander!

MOTUEKA
THAI CUISINE

'I e .
Taste the flavours of Thailand brought to you from our chefs
who originate from different regions of our Homeland

BOOK YOUR TABLE ONLINE OR CALL: 03 528 0318
ORDER ONLINE: chokdeemotueka.co.nz | 109 High St, Motueka
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THE ROCK FELLA

10 KING EDWARD STREET,
PORT MOTUEKA
Phone: 022 137 4574
Kl The Rock Fella

« Airport Transfers » Cycle transport to mountain
+ Motueka Taxis shuttle service  bike trails and along the
throughout the Tasman area “Great Taste trail”

Phone Chrissy and Gary on 021 0876 7992
www.destinationtasman.co.nz

DIUMEDIM RAILWATS
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WiscoverOtagobyrail. | 1 « s
Some bnd@ecn o be travelled throuen past. ’

Viaducts & Tunnels « Dramatic Views ¢ Live Storytelling * Century-Old Railway * Café BOOK NOW dunedinrailways.co.nz
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