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Join The Rebel Alliance this New Zealand Fringe 
Festival! The Valentina – an illustrated radio play is 
a digital adaptation of the theatre company’s award-
winning family play about eight-year-old Ellen and 
the first woman in space, Valentina Tereshkova. 
With the help of her awesome parents, Ellen paints 
a spaceship on her bedroom ceiling. As darkness 
falls and the bright moon rises, the ship comes 
to life. Joining Ellen on board are new friends and 
trusted crew members Yuri Gagarin, Neil Armstrong, 
Laika the space dog, and Valentina in this “great! 
And nuts!” play that’s like “watching From Dusk Till 
Dawn for the first time”, an audience member and 
dad bringing his child to the theatre delightedly 
exclaims. 
Written and directed by 2025 Bruce Mason 
Playwriting Award winner Anders Falstie-Jensen, The 
Valentina is the inevitable outcome of an upbringing 
on a hefty diet of 80s science fiction and Danish 
children’s literature. Falstie-Jensen says, “Alongside 
the sci-fi geeky part of me, my other references 
were a trippy jazzy Danish kids movie called Benny’s 
Bathtub as well as WALL-E, Toy Story 3, and Up! 
I love those Pixar movies because they all deal 
with adult and dark themes in such beautiful and 
elegant ways that means kids and adults enjoy 
them equally. That’s the kind of work I love and 
which I aimed to create with The Valentina.”
Uniquely adapted to be enjoyed online, The 
Valentina – an illustrated radio play features over 
100 original drawings by set designer and legend 
John Verryt, who makes his children’s books 
illustrator debut; an epic soundscape by Sean 
Lynch; and the voices of the original cast: Ross 
McCormack, Bronwyn Turei, Wesley Dowdell, Talia 
Pua, and Kevin Keys. 
Watch it at www.fringe.co.nz for the full duration of 
the festival, bringing joy and light to the capital from 
the 13th of February to the 7th of March.

News
Reach for the stars

All in the family by Tanya Piejus

Father and daughter team, Lyla and Gavin Mouldey, 
are keeping it all in the family as part of KAT 
Theatre’s annual Play in the Park for young people 
called I Think I Can by Kathryn Schultz Miller and 
Barry Miller, with music by Bruce Bowdon. 
It all started when Lyla auditioned and secured the 
lead role of Becky in this charming play. Becky is 
suffering from “an acute case of ‘I-don’t-knowsies’, 
with a touch of ‘Don’t-ask-me-seys’, complicated 
by ‘I-don’t-think-I-can-do-it-itis’”. Lyla says, “I really 
like getting into character and role-playing. I’m like 
Becky but I know what I want to be. I don’t have the 
self-doubt that she does.”
Lyla and her dad started travelling from Waikanae 
to Khandallah and back three days a week for 
rehearsals. Gavin says, “Because I was a captive 
audience, I sketched the cast and director at 
the first read-through of the play. This led to the 
KAT Theatre team discovering I was a children’s 
illustrator. I’m pretty bad at saying no to anything 
creative, so committed to illustrating the promo art 
and subsequently designing and painting the set. 
The experience has been an enjoyable break from 
my commercial work. I love drawing for a living, but 
it’s refreshing being able to let loose on a large 
canvas.”
“The cast rehearsing is also an inspiring 
background noise while painting. There’s a lot 
of laughter, and I hear the occasional line which 
leads to another idea to paint, like ‘What makes a 
hippopotamus smile?’”
Director Archana Sahani chose the play for its 
appeal to three to eight-year-olds, lovely music, and 
audience interaction. “It helped me get creative 
in a way that I wanted to be,” she says. Musical 
director Megan Davis adds, “The songs in the play 
are fun and easy for children to sing along to.” 
With all the elements for an hour of fun in the sun, 
I Think I Can plays twice each afternoon on the 
14th, 15th, 21st, and 22nd of February in Khandallah 
Park. Bring a blanket, a picnic, and the whole 
whānau for this delightful tale of finding confidence 
through adventure. More details at www.kat-
theatre.org.nz
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The Royal New Zealand Ballet (RNZB) is thrilled 
to open its 2026 season with a searing premiere 
of Macbeth this Aotearoa New Zealand Festival 
of the Arts. Created by internationally acclaimed 
choreographer Alice Topp (Aurum, Logos, High 
Tide), the explosive ballet unfolds in a ruthless 
modern world shaped by immorality, manipulation, 
and the fatal seduction of power. 
“Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s great tragedies, 
exploring themes as current today as they were 
when first written”, Topp says. “An epic story 
fuelled by political ambition, passion, desire for 
power, and the burden of guilt, its potency endures. 
Our Macbeth is set in a hierarchy-hungry, high-
society city, where political storms, media frenzy, 
and personal ambition collide”. 
Through the visceral language of contemporary 
ballet, Macbeth lays bare the psychological 
unravelling of the dazzling power couple at its 
heart. Macbeth and his formidable wife scale 
extraordinary heights only to find themselves 
consumed by guilt, paranoia, and violence in an 
ascent to influence that is as intoxicating as it is 
catastrophic. 
With award-winning designer and longtime RNZB 
collaborator Jon Buswell at the helm of set and 
lighting, and costumes by Sydney-based designer 
Aleisa Jelbart, the aesthetic is dark, glamorous, 
glorious. The newly commissioned contemporary 
score by composer Christopher Gordon, performed 
live by a string ensemble from the New Zealand 
Symphony Orchestra, layers orchestral textures 
with driving, heavy metal influences. Aurally, 
the unrelenting pulse mirrors the characters’ 
accelerating descent. The result is “a cutting-edge 
production,” artistic director Ty King-Wall says, 
“which draws upon the versatility of our dancers, 
the skill of our technical team, and demonstrates 
our incredible artistic range as a company”.
This bold and bloody ballet speaks urgently to our 
world today while honouring the lasting legacy 
and poignant pathos of the original story. A co-
production with West Australian Ballet presented 
in association with Avis, see the RNZB at its most 
daring and expansive at St James Theatre from the 
25th to the 28th of February. 
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Wellington prances into the Year 
of the Horse

Wellington’s waterfront will once again become a 
hub of colour, culture, and connection as the city 
welcomes the Wellington Lunar New Year Festival 
2026, celebrating the Year of the Horse. Lunar 
New Year celebrations are a much-loved fixture in 
Wellington’s summer events calendar, drawing tens 
of thousands of people to engage with and enjoy 
New Year traditions through food, performance, 
art, craft, and shared experiences. 
Beginning on New Year’s Day on Tuesday the 
17th of February, celebrations unfold across the 
city before building to the Festival Fireworks 
on Saturday the 21st of February. Ahead of the 
fireworks, Wellington’s CBD will come alive with 
prancing dragon dancers and the galloping thunder 
of taiko drummers, bringing colour and energy to 
Courtenay Place, Te Papa, and Upper Frank Kitts 
Park. The festival culminates on Sunday the 22nd of 
February with Festival Day on the waterfront – an 
inclusive, vibrant celebration reflecting Wellington’s 
cultural diversity featuring food and craft stalls, 
cultural performances, and family activities.
Asian Events Trust (AET), the organisation behind 
the festival, continues to shape a community-
centric celebration of the Lunar New Year, with 
programme highlights led by Thai, Malaysian, 
Chinese, Filipino, Vietnamese, Japanese, and 
Korean communities. This year, alongside many 
bold new collaborations, one of AET’s most 
significant partnerships is with Museum of New 
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa. Te Papa will host 
the world premiere of HORSES, a new dance film 
by Arts Laureate and internationally acclaimed 
choreographer and filmmaker Daniel Belton. 
Inspired by the strength and movement of the 
horse, HORSES completes a trilogy of Belton’s 
earlier works previously featured at Lunar New Year 
Festivals in Wellington.
The 2026 Lunar New Year Festival promises to 
be a celebration of tradition and reflection of a 
city that thrives on creativity and diversity. Firmly 
embedded in Wellington’s event calendar, the 
festival continues to be a powerful expression of its 
creative spirit, elevating the capital’s reputation for 
culture and innovation.
For full programme details, visit  
www.lunarnewyearfestival.co.nz 

Fatal seduction 

Photo by Ross Brown.

SNIPS
Bye Begonia 
Begonia House at Wellington Botanic Garden 
ki Paekākā has temporarily closed for 
refurbishments. Picnic Cafe at Lady Norwood 
Rose Garden will remain open, only closing 
from May to August. Construction works are 
forecast for completion in March 2027, with 
the reopening of Begonia House set for May 
2027.
Free dental  
In partnership with Ora Toa Pōneke, Wellington 
City Mission is launching a new free dental 
service at Whakamaru, its community hub on 
Oxford Terrace in Mount Cook, from the 10th of 
February. The service will operate on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays to provide trauma-
informed dental care for people who face 
significant barriers to accessing traditional 
dental services.
Satisfied?  
Feedback is now open as Hutt City Council 
launches its annual Resident Satisfaction 
Survey. Residents can share what they like 
and what could be better across the city 
until the 6th of March by searching Resident 
Satisfaction Survey at huttcity.govt.nz

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm

• Blood  pressure testing 
• Blood glucose testing
• UTI consults
• Vaccinations
• Zinc testing
• Cholesterol testing
• Passport photos
• Ear piercing
• Smoking cessation

• Shingles vaccine

• Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine

• Meningococcal vaccine 

• COVID-19 vaccinations and boosters

• Privately funded vaccinations 

• Pregnancy vaccinations

• 45 year old vaccinations

• Adult flu vaccine 

• Child flu vaccine

• Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis 
(whooping cough) vaccine

• Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR) vaccine

For all your pharmacy needs

Vaccinate. Book online! www.cubamallpharmacy.co.nz to book

Taking bookings now for Flu Vaccinations (available from 1st April),
Covid Boosters, HPV, Shingles and Whooping cough 

One stop vaccination – Open 7 days

Cuba Street: 122 Cuba Mall, Te Aro, 
Wellington | Phone: 04 384 6856

Cuba Mall

We hire and sell wheelchairs and Disability Aids.

https://www.cubamallpharmacy.co.nz/
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News
Deception and desire

Gleeful abandon by Madelaine Empson

If you’ve ever dreamt of stepping into the bygone 
world of sly glances and decadent balls of 
Regency era England, you’ll have your chance on 
the 25th of February when, at The Green Man Pub, 
the Jane Austen Society of Aotearoa New Zealand 
hosts Downstairs at the Manor. 
The session uses Good Society – a Jane Austen 
role-playing game – to delve into a web of 
family obligations, societal expectations, and 
personal desires of a group of characters. 
Beneath the surface, as in Austen’s novels, it’s 
a game of social ambition, family obligation, and 
breathtaking, heart-stopping longing. 
In groups of three to five people guided by 
facilitator Johnny ‘Bowtie’ Barstow, participants 
will be able to create their own character through 
whom they’ll interact with the others. Exploit your 
advantages, connections, and family influence to 
achieve your secret desire. You’ll have the power 
to control the story, using connections, rumours, 
scandals, tokens, and more to your advantage. 
With 2026 focusing on diversity, Downstairs at 
the Manor will explore Austen’s world from the 
perspective of the servants, offering a glimpse 
into the lives of the working class of the Regency 
era. Each with their own secrets and ambitions 
and struggling within a harsh world that genteel 
society could never understand, the servants 
experience dramas of their own, not to mention 
relationships, vices, burdens, ambitions, secrets, 
and desires. 

Would D’Things N Such director Seiyan Thompson-
Tonga describe the show as comedy, improv, 
slapstick, all of the above, or something else 
entirely? “All of the above and something else 
entirely”, the Invercargill-born and bred creative tells 
me. “I believe it is more of a conglomeration of all of 
the good, and bad, things that we are surrounded by 
and is put into one place. My best description is that 
it is ‘seriously unserious’ and ‘unseriously serious’ at 
the same time.”
Running during Circa Theatre’s 50th anniversary 
season for 14 shows only from the 13th to the 28th 
of February as part of the New Zealand Fringe 
Festival, D’Things N Such was born from a desire to 
challenge traditional theatre forms and norms. 
“What excites me about theatre and really drove 
me to create this show was to highlight my own 
imagination and how I see the world. And personally, 
I see art in general, as well as theatre, as a 
heightened or physical experience of someone’s 
imagination. I hope that this show provides that 
experience for others… that it weirdly gives them 
permission to do whatever they want, and to trust 
that there is someone that believes in and relates to 
it.”
Starring Brett Taefu, Albert Latailakepa, Caleb 
Teaupa, and Thompson-Tonga with musician Ete 
Reupena, D’Things N Such is Wellington’s freshest, 
wildest, and most unhinged theatrical experience. 
It’s a never-ending game of theatrical tag where 
intense moments are created and then gleefully 
abandoned. Get lost with The Gentle Boys and 
maybe leave with abs.

Johnny Bowtie.
Photo by Chelles Roberts Photography.

We provide a full range of funeral facilities and 
amenities for our community with locations in 

Wellington, Karori and Johnsonville

How can we help?

Caring for you and your family in your time of need

www.lychgate.co.nz | Ph: (04) 385 0745
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 “has people screaming in terror 
one minute then g iggl ing l ike 
ch ildren the next”  
brit ish theatre gu ide

R E C OMM E N D E D  F O R  AG E S  1 2 +BOOK AT CIRCA.CO.NZ

AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS

25 FEBRUARY – 1 MARCH    CIRCA THEATRE, WELLINGTON

Unique  Authentic  Precious

R E A L  E S TAT E 

Making your property dreams 
come true with Anna

Anna Geremia-Young  
Sales Consultant

anna.geremia-young
@tallpoppy.co.nz

021 118 5833 

Bulsara T/A Tall Poppy 
Licensed Under REAA 2008

• Exceptional Service
• Local knowledge
• Sound advice in preparing your home for sale
• Trustworthy and easy to work with

0800 447 067

Upper Hutt Store: 31-45 Lane Street, Wallaceville

Porirua Store: 11 Commerce Crescent, Waitangirua

Masterton Store: 48 Victoria Street

Levin Store: 20 Cambridge Street South

Palmerston North Store: 46 West Street

• Designer Fashions • Books • Family Clothing 
• Bric a Brac • Footwear • Household Goods

OPEN 6 DAYS tues-sun

3000 fresh items arriving daily 
at every SaveMart

For more information visit 
www.savemart.co.nz
Or call 09 622 1759 

https://www.circa.co.nz/
https://www.kuragallery.co.nz/
https://lychgate.co.nz/
https://www.savemart.co.nz/
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Music news
by Madelaine Empson

Mystics and misfits

Iconic Aussie rockers Jet are about to Shine 
On Aotearoa, bringing a special run of shows 
to Christchurch, Auckland, and, luckily for us, 
Wellington. Now with their February tour expanded 
to encompass the capital, fans will have the chance 
to experience Jet live – raw, loud, and full of the 
indomitable spirit that made them international 
legends – at Meow Nui on Friday the 13th. 
Jet formed in Dingley Village, Melbourne in 2001 
and quickly conquered the world with their debut 
album Get Born. Featuring the lead single Are You 
Gonna Be My Girl alongside a string of classics 
including Rollover DJ and Look What You’ve Done, 
it peaked at number one in Australia and netted 
the band six 2004 ARIA awards. Shine On followed 
in 2006, rammed full of melodic rock bangers like 
Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is, Bring It On 
Back, and Rip It Up. Now with multiple platinum 
certifications and millions of units sold globally, Jet 
ripped up stages on headline tours and festival bills 
around the world. No Kiwi alive would forget their 
killer performance at Big Day Out in 2007. 
Jet was inducted into the ARIA Hall Of Fame in 
2023 – the same year they celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of Get Born by returning to the stage 
after a five-year hiatus to perform the album in 
full. In the process, they reminded everyone why 
their songs still pack the same punch two decades 
on. Nic Cester reflects, “Get Born was a rare and 
unique moment of total planetary alignment where 
we somehow managed to capture lightning in a 
bottle.”

Local heavy-rock band Planet Hunter – comprising 
self-described middle-aged mystics William 
Saunders (guitar), Cormac Ferris (vocals), Jedaiah 
Van Ewijk (bass), and David McGurk (drums) – just 
dropped a new album. And when we say just, we 
mean it! 
Released on the 30th of January, Soothsayer is the 
follow-up to the cosmic craftsmen’s 2020 debut 
Moscovium, recorded on the fringes of Newtown 
near the Wellington Zoo during a whirlwind session 
fuelled in classic Planet Hunter fashion by one 
too many beersies. The first album distilled life 
in the clammy corners of the capital down into a 
radioactive blast of doom-grunge energy; the second 
is the prophetic vision that follows. Soothsayer 
heralds a new era for the band: one with even more 
power, left-field imagination, and the relentless riff-
craft that drives all of their explosive live shows. The 
next? Valhalla on the 27th of February.
“We’ve been haunting that address for decades – 
back when it was Hole in the Wall, then Valve Bar, 
then Hole in the Wall again, then Bar Medusa, and 
now Valhalla”, Dave says. “The place has been the 
heart of Wellington’s underground scene since we 
were nippers, and it feels like the undying, sticky 
heart of musical counterculture in this city.”
Audiences are in for “a dose of songs from our first 
EP and both albums, plus some new stuff we’ve 
been messing around with. Hopefully they walk 
away with our vinyl – we’ve got bills to pay and a 
concerning lack of any other revenue,” the drummer 
winks.

Get Born again with Jet

Love and loyalty

A visionary album

“Everyone in the world knows that your country is 
a living beauty”, Wendy James exclaims when I ask 
her about her most vivid memories of Wellington. 
“I have the strangest recollection of going go-
karting when I was there last, but really the overall 
memory was the privilege to visit New Zealand and 
in such a manner that people took me, and the 
music, to their hearts.”
For the first time in 35 years, James and her British 
pop rock band Transvision Vamp are touring down 
under, playing their nostalgia-filled favourites – 
“the songs that started my whole musical journey” 
– at Meow Nui on Friday the 27th of February. 
Sitting in the kaleidoscopic intersection of brash 
punk and commercial pop, Transvision Vamp 
quickly rose to fame in the late 80s with hits 
like Baby I Don’t Care, Revolution Baby, I Want 
Your Love, The Only One, and If Looks Could Kill. 
All these and more – every single one of your 
favourites from across all three albums – James 
promises to perform. 
“It has been such a pleasure to sing these songs 
again and in such a musical environment”, she 
says, referring to rehearsals with her world-class 
band of Alex Ward (guitar), Pip Stakem (guitar), 
Dave Parsons (bass), Matt Millership (keyboards), 
and James Sclavunos (drums). “But let me tell 
you… so many lyrics to (re)learn! Omg!”
Thrilled to be returning and hoping to “repay the 
long-held loyalties and love with three amazing 
shows across your country,” James says it is her 
intention – and the intention of all the musicians 
– to “leave every single audience member shell 
shocked with the knowledge they’ve just been part 
of one of the best gigs they will ever see in their 
lives”.

Earth Tongue have just torn up not one, not two, 
but 58 stages around the world. Now based 
in Berlin, the New Zealand heavy-psych duo of 
guitarist Gussie Larkin and drummer Ezra Simons 
spent summer on tour through Europe and the 
UK, then headed to LA to record their third album 
Dungeon Vision with garage-rock icon Ty Segall. 
Now, Aotearoa audiences will have the earliest 
chance to hear the brand-new material when Earth 
Tongue hit the road yet again, but this time in their 
home country. 
“It’s a huge privilege to get to travel and share 
our music in weird and wonderful places. It’s an 
emotional rollercoaster though”, Larkin exclaims 
of the touring life, adding that there’s “such a high 
amount of stimulation and adrenaline every day. 
The actual performance is the part where it all 
clicks and I feel a sense of freedom.”
Join Earth Tongue in tasting that freedom and give 
‘em your energy when they unveil Dungeon Vision 
– officially out in a handful of days on Friday the 
13th – at San Fran on Saturday the 21st of February. 
“It’s a mediaeval fantasy record,” Larkin explains, 
“but we’ve intertwined it with themes from the real 
world – mortality and isolation come up a lot, even 
though they’re disguised in metaphor. We were 
thinking about the duality between the simplicities 
of the old world against the chaos, noise, and 
absurdity of modern life.”
Recorded to tape and mixed on an old-school 
analogue desk with no computers involved, Earth 
Tongue have taken more risks with this album. 
Citing inspiration from 70s prog-rock bands like 
King Crimson, Gentle Giant, and, of course, Black 
Sabbath, Larkin says it’s “been nice breaking out 
of what people think a two-piece needs to sound 
like”.

Photo by Michelle Pitiris.

Photo by Nicola Sandford.
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News
Standout stand-up

Summer celebration 

Elliott Lam.

With the silly season well and truly over and 
no more public holidays in sight until Easter, 
February and March may look a little daunting. But 
Aotearoa’s biggest comedy names and best up-
and-coming talents are here to turn your frowns 
upside down with three consecutive weekends of 
laughter at Abandoned Taproom Petone. 
Starting with the 20th and 21st of February, 
Weekend Laughs brings heavy-hitters Justine 
Smith and Jeremy Corbett to the stage. Acting as 
MC, Smith is one of New Zealand’s greatest with 
7 Days, Taskmaster, and the 2003 Billy T Award 
padding out her resume. As for Corbett, he’s a man 
that needs no introduction as the host of 7 Days. 
Joining them on the 20th is award-winning British 
comedian Sully O’Sullivan and 2025 Wellington 
Raw Comedy Quest finalists Elliott Lam and Katy 
Borrows, while the 21st slots are filled by 2025 
Wellington Raw Comedy Quest finalist Ralph Hilaga 
and Guanny Liu-Prosee. 
2025 Taskmaster star Jack Ansett will MC on the 
27th and 28th of February for headliner James 
Nokise, a Fred Award-winning comedian known for 
his fearless approach and ability to give a voice to 
underrepresented communities. 
Closing out the three weekends of standout stand-
up on the 6th and 7th of March is MC Ben Hurley 
with an impressive lineup comprising 2025 Billy T 
Award and 2022 Raw Comedy Quest winner Hoani 
Hotene and 2026 Billy T nominee Kipling DC, the 
self-proclaimed ‘Big Dog’ of Wellington comedy.

The South Pacific ushers in a new era for reggae 
with the arrival of Kingston Calling to New Zealand, 
Tonga, and Samoa this summer. Presented by, 
Fabrik, Mai FM, and Rova, the festival will stop off 
in Pōneke at Waitangi Park on the 12th of February 
and features a lineup comprising Katchafire, The 
Black Seeds, and Corrella, with none other than 
UB40 featuring Ali Campbell as headliners. 
This is the first major tour in over seven years that 
sees UB40 – with the original voice of Campbell 
– return to Aotearoa shores. His unmistakable 
vocals, the heart of global hits like Red Red 
Wine, Kingston Town, and (I Can’t Help) Falling in 
Love With You, define the authentic reggae-soul 
experience the band is known for.
Formed in Birmingham in December of 1978, 
the English reggae group has seen more than 
50 singles elbow their way onto the UK Singles 
Chart, 70 million records sold, and four GRAMMY® 
nominations, garnering international fame and 
fans in the process. 
Wellington fans will see them at their best and 
brightest at Kingston Calling, which will transform 
the waterfront into a veritable and vibrant festival 
scene chocka with local food and drinks and 
soaked in good vibes. More than a great gig, 
Kingston Calling is a celebration of summer, 
community, and timeless reggae. 
Live the legacy of the iconic reggae renegades who 
shaped a generation at Kingston Calling. 

Sonic storytelling

Play, panic, and plan

Channelling a swampy melting pot of country, folk, 
Americana, and blues, Paddy Burgin, Andrew Kerr, 
and Alan Norman craft music that captures their 
mutual love of storytelling and rhythmic grooves. 
The trio have been gathering crowds across the 
region and the motu both together and as part 
of other Kiwi collaborations like The Warratahs, 
The Wooden Box Band, The Zimmermans, The 
Rag Poets, and Jacky Tar, and they will get crowds 
a-dancing again in Greytown Little Theatre’s Studio 
73 space on the 15th of February. 
In what will be the first concert of 2026 on 
the local Up Close & Personal monthly(ish) live 
music event calendar, Burgin, Kerr, and Norman 
will perform a mix of original material, with 
contributions from each member, calling on a wide 
range of instrumentation including piano, acoustic 
and Weissenborn guitars, accordion, bodhran, and 
percussion.
While Kerr and Norman have been collaborating 
for years, they were joined by Burgin in 2023 as 
part of The Scarborough Connection. Together 
they crafted their album For The Record, which 
The Indie Source dubbed “one of the year’s 
best albums in Americana/folk… a thoughtful, 
passionate, and musically rich collection that 
holds up under repeated listens”, and Top Buzz 
Magazine described as crackling with “fidelity” and 
“an intensely human collection of songs that you 
can return to time after time”. 
Sip afternoon tea, savour a scone, and settle in for 
some sonic storytelling with Paddy Burgin, Andrew 
Kerr, and Alan Norman.

Kiwis be warned: something strange is happening 
after dark. Citizens are vanishing. Nerves are 
fraying. And your designated safehouse will be… 
Circa Theatre.
Werewolf, the immersive horror-comedy by multi-
award-winning Wellington performance renegades 
Binge Culture, will lockdown Wellington between 
the 28th of February and the 1st of March as part 
of the 2026 Aotearoa New Zealand Festival of the 
Arts. 
Performed by Joel Baxendale, Stella Reid, and 
Hannah Kelly and produced by Baxendale 
and Hannah Strathern, with sound design by 
Oliver Devlin, set and lighting by Lucas Neal, 
and dramaturgy by Ralph Upton, Werewolf was 
developed in 2020 in the eerie quiet after COVID 
lockdowns as a theatrical response to collective 
anxiety. It has seen great success across 
Aotearoa and at Edinburgh Fringe 2024, where 
it enjoyed a screaming sold-out run. Werewolf 
gives audiences a way to safely explore fear, 
trust, and human behaviour under pressure, with 
our very own Regional News reviewer describing 
it “a clever commentary on mob mentality and 
fearmongering”. 
Based on the popular party game Werewolf (also 
known as Mafia), the show drops audiences into a 
safehouse in lockdown, where suspicion, alliances, 
and disappearances unfold in a high-stakes 
experiment of fear and fun. Audience members are 
given secret roles, allowing everyone to participate 
as much or as little as they like in creating a space 
where play, panic, and planning collide.
By daylight, Werewolf is hilariously chaotic as three 
underqualified wardens try (and spectacularly fail) 
to keep the community calm. By night, the tension 
escalates, producing a cocktail of screams, laughs, 
and shock. Settle into an immersive world of 
suspicion, survival, and something strange. 

Photo by Lewis Ferris.
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Summer’s most immersive 
adventure

Wellington and the wider region are in for a sensory 
treat this summer with the arrival of Breathe | 
Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into Nature by 
Marshmallow Laser Feast, a spectacular new 
exhibition at Te Papa. 
The immersive exhibition features awe-inspiring 
video installations on a grand scale, where towering 
trees, flowing tides, and cosmic wonders unfold 
before your eyes. Children will marvel at the vibrant 
visuals and sounds, while adults take in the deeper 
themes of connection and wellbeing. Through guided 
meditation, large-scale video works, and interactive 
experiences, visitors evolve from droplets of water to 
plants, cells, and stars, becoming part of the cycle of 
life and the cosmos.
Created by internationally acclaimed art collective 
Marshmallow Laser Feast, the exhibition is open 
daily and fully indoors, making it perfect for both 
blue-sky days and blustery Wellington afternoons. 
Its blend of science, art, and storytelling offers 
something for everyone – nature lovers, tech 
enthusiasts, creatives, and curious minds.
Alongside the exhibition is an add-on, optional 
25-minute virtual reality experience that enhances 
the visit through complete audio and visual 
immersion, taking you on an extraordinary journey 
through the breath itself. With limited VR headsets 
available for each session, demand has been sky-
high. Anyone hoping to catch the full experience 
is urged to book their session in advance to avoid 
missing out.
A packed events season designed for all ages helps 
to unpack the themes of Breathe | Mauri Ora. See 
the world from a new perspective and discover 
experiences celebrating our connection to te taiao 
(nature).
On Friday the 20th of February from 6pm to 9pm, 
discover how art, science, nature, and Indigenous 
knowledge converge as Marshmallow Laser Feast 
and experts kōrero in Panel Talk: Interconnected.
From Land, Sea, and Sky offers an evening of 
spotlight talks from Mana Whenua kaitiaki and Te 
Papa natural history and art curators on Wednesday 
the 25th of February and the 11th of March from 
6:30pm to 8pm.
Breathe balance into your busy life with The Art 
of Wellbeing symposium, hosted by broadcaster, 
author, and te reo Māori advocate Stacey Morrison 
on Sunday the 22nd of February from 9am to 3pm.
The Path: A Performance Journey will see poets, 
musicians, and dancers respond to the immersive 
worlds of Breathe | Mauri Ora on Saturday the 7th of 
March from 7pm to 10pm.
With its interactive and sensory elements, stunning 
visuals, and transportive soundscapes, this is an 
experience that you and your family will talk about 
long after you leave.  
Breathe | Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into 
Nature by Marshmallow Laser Feast is on now at Te 
Papa until the 27th of April 2026. Book now at  
www.tepapa.nz/Breathe 

Breathe | Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into 
Nature by Marshmallow Laser Feast, 2025.  

Photos by Maarten Holl, courtesy of Te Papa. 

One for the history books

In 1976, Circa Theatre opened its doors for the 
very first time. That year, a soon-to-be legend 
stepped onto its stage to perform in Juno and the 
Paycock. This February, Sir Sam Neill will return 
to the theatre in a very special anniversary and 
fundraising event that connects directly to where 
Circa began and why it exists. 
An Audience with Sir Sam Neill sees the stage and 
screen star reflect on his career, the people and 
productions that helped shape Aotearoa theatre, 
and his early days at Circa in that landmark play. 
Directed by Richard Campion, the cast of Juno 
and the Paycock included the acclaimed Edith 
Campion alongside her daughter Anna Campion, 
making it one for the history books. 
Circa founding member Dame Carolyn Henwood 
recalls that time simply and vividly: “Loving the 
memories of Ray Henwood in play with Sam Neill.”
New Zealander Neill was born in Northern Ireland 
and lives on his farm in Te Waipounamu. Known 
for his roles in Hollywood blockbusters like Jurassic 
Park and Kiwi classics like The Piano and Hunt 
for the Wilderpeople, the activist and multi-award-
winning actor is regarded as one of the most 
versatile performers of his generation.
See Sam Neill in conversation with broadcaster 
and writer Ian Fraser from 7pm at Circa Theatre 
on Sunday the 22nd of February in a Theatre 
Artists Charitable Trust (TACT) fundraiser that will 
support the next generation to build sustainable 
careers and continue creating world-class work in 
Wellington. Book at www.circa.co.nz

Avalanche City (Dave Baxter) is about to hit the 
road again for his most ambitious Aotearoa tour to 
date: one that marks a new chapter for the beloved 
indie-folk artist behind the number one earworms 
Love Love Love and Inside Out. 
The recent touring model – which includes a 
completely sold-out 2025 run – has been the 
most successful of Baxter’s career. Everything 
has moved in-house: his wife Sharanna takes the 
lead as the tour manager while he manages the 
technical production and show design. The couple 
travels the country with their children in tow, 
making for the ultimate family road trip!
It might be a lot of work, but it sure leads to some 
fun and interesting stories. 
“When our eldest Billy was six months old we spent 
three months travelling and playing gigs through 
Europe. In Germany we travelled by train between 
gigs”, Baxter tells me, noting the extremely short 
changeover time between the trains. “There were 
many times when Sharanna, Billy, and I would be 
waiting at the train door, with Billy in the front pack, 
two guitars, a small sound system, a box of merch, 
a suitcase, and all the baby gear, ready to jump 
out, race up a set of stairs, find a new platform, 
race down a set of stairs, and find a train within 
the space of two minutes! Miraculously we only 
missed one train in the whole tour.” 
A lover of Wellington crowds, the singer, songwriter, 
and multi-instrumentalist can’t wait to play Meow 
Nui on the 7th of March after a sure-to-be magical 
gig on the 20th of February at Wairarapa Events 
Centre. With support from Mountain Boy, this will 
be an intimate evening full of fan favourites, new 
material, and unmistakable charm.

A family affair by Madelaine Empson
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Under the standard Agreement 
for Sale and Purchase, if 
a property is being sold 
with vacant possession, a 
purchaser has a right to carry 
out an inspection before the 
settlement date. This gives 
the purchaser the opportunity 
to check that the chattels 

and property are still in place and in the same 
condition, all keys and electronic door openers 
are working, there is no recent damage, any 
agreed maintenance has been completed, and the 
property is free of rubbish. 
If the purchaser has any issues that arise from the 
pre-settlement inspection, under the Agreement 
for Sale and Purchase, they are required to issue 
written notice to the vendor before 5pm on the last 
working day prior to settlement. For example, if the 
settlement date is a Monday, then the last working 
day before settlement would be the previous Friday.
Accordingly, it would be prudent for agents to 
arrange for the pre-settlement inspection to be 
completed at least two working days before the 
settlement date to ensure that a purchaser’s 
position is protected and that there are no 
unnecessary delays on the settlement date. If a 
buyer is away, then they should organise someone 
else such as a friend or relation to carry out the 
inspection for them.
If the purchaser does raise any issues at the 
time of inspection, we recommend that these 
issues be disclosed in writing to the vendor’s legal 
representative as soon as practicable after the 
inspection. This will allow all parties time to discuss 
resolution of any issues.
It is worth noting that any issues raised by the 
purchaser would not give them the right to cancel 
the Agreement for Sale and Purchase or delay 
settlement. It would, however, give them the right 
to claim compensation. This could be negotiated 
between the parties via their lawyers to reach 
an agreement, which might include the vendor 
doing work on the property before settlement, a 
reduction in the purchase price, or holding back 
some of the price until the issues are fixed.

Advice from Alan

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins 
Lawyers

Pre-settlement inspection tips 

Far from home

30 years ago, Waiora Te Ūkaipō – The Homeland 
premiered at the 1996 Aotearoa New Zealand 
Festival of the Arts. Now, between the 27th of 
February and the 1st of March, the landmark show 
will return to The Opera House as part of the 
very same festival, having garnered awards and 
standing ovations around the world over the last 
three decades. 
As immediate, moving, and relevant today as it was 
then, Waiora follows Hone, who brings his whānau 
from the East Coast to the South Island. As they 
gather for a hāngī with their Pākehā guests, buried 
secrets and cultural tensions surface. Blending 
emotional depth with humour, haka, and waiata, 
this profound story explores a family far from 
home. 
Written and directed by multi-award-winning Arts 
Laureate Hone Kouka MNZM (Ngāti Porou, Ngāti 
Raukawa, Ngāti Kahungunu), the play is drawn 
from Kouka’s own story. Following their move 
south, he says his whānau felt like they had moved 
to a whole new country. 
“They had to learn a whole new etiquette, and it 
was the strangest thing, being tangata whenua but 
feeling like immigrants”, Kouka says. “Waiora is not 
just a Māori story, it’s the story of many peoples of 
Aotearoa: it’s an immigrant story”. 
The 2026 cast brings together a mix of established 
and emerging talent that includes Erina Daniels, 
Regan Taylor, and Antonio Te Maioha reprising 
his 1996 role. Hone Hurihanganui will return to 
the creative team with waiata composition and 
haka, while Kouka and the late Nancy Brunning’s 
daughter Maarire Brunning-Kouka, who toured with 
Waiora as a baby, is the sound designer. 
Using Te Ao Māori as its framework, Waiora 
captures a pivotal moment in Aotearoa while 
telling a universal story of family, migration, 
intergenerational tension, and belonging.

Please, Please, Please ring in Pride at a glitter-
soaked smackdown where Wellington drag royalty 
channel the angst, allure, and absolute bangers of 
Billie Eilish and Sabrina Carpenter, all in the name 
of fundraising fabulousness. 
At SABRINA vs BILLIE: A Drag Fundraiser 
Smackdown, performers will battle it out at Ivy Bar 
& Cabaret on the 20th of February in three lip-sync 
rounds featuring tracks drawn from each diva’s 
discography. Burlesque bro Robin Yablind will serve 
as judge, but the final decision will rest in the 
hands of the audience. 
Ranked on accuracy, commitment, and star power 
are hypermobile hottie Rainn Bowes and Faux 
Femm on team Sabrina, while fatherless femme 
fatale Veronica Heart and Bobby Bottle Blonde 
wave the team Billie banner. Your host is none 
other than sinner and showgirl Selina Simone, who 
doubles as the mastermind behind the charity 
boxing match-meets-drag race. 
Every ticket sold will support InsideOUT, helping 
create safer and stronger futures for queer and 
trans rangatahi. 
“This fundraiser would greatly support us in 
running our national awareness and celebration 
campaign, Schools Pride Week Aotearoa, and 
providing Pride Packs and resources to schools 
across the motu,” InsideOUT Kōaro funding and 
finance coordinator Red Carley says. “To be able 
to dedicate resources to this work has incredible 
impact for our rainbow young people and the future 
for the wider rainbow community and contributes 
to creating visibility for a safer and more inclusive 
Aotearoa.”
Pop girlies and sad banger devotees, choose your 
fighter at SABRINA vs BILLIE. 

Glitter-soaked smackdown

Equestrian extravaganza  
by Alessia Belsito-Riera 

Canter through the decades and pirouette into the 
past at Nostalgia, an equestrian extravaganza and 
circus spectacular featuring music from the 1950s 
to the 2000s. 
Bringing together the stars of yesterday and the 
rising talents of tomorrow, the show from Kāpiti 
Equestrian & Vaulting Centre will shine a spotlight 
on the horses and performers in the club – one of 
only three in the country. 
“We think it’s one of the most spectacular and 
incredible sports and we need more people to 
know about it to get behind us and support the 
sport”, coach Rhyanne Vasta says. “I hope the 
audience feels inspired and empowered from the 
show. That they take away joy and feel thoroughly 
entertained in their very own backyard. It’s a 
chance to celebrate the talent that hides in the 
community and shed light on it”.
Nostalgia is a family-friendly variety show for all 
ages featuring equestrian vaulting, dancing horses, 
fire jumping, a spinning wheel, acrobatics and 
ensemble acts, and aerial silk and hoop artistry. 
Each performance will be accompanied by popular 
songs spanning 50 years. 
“We couldn’t decide which era we wanted to go for 
so we thought, why not let everyone win”, Vasta 
says. “This meant it was easy to find a banging 
playlist and great inspiration for each act”.
Nostalgia will delight audiences at 1pm on the 
21st and 22nd, 6:30pm on the 20th and 27th, and 
11:30am and 6:30pm on the 28th of February. 

Image by Jared Pallesen.
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Close-up
by Madelaine Empson

Thinking ahead with Alan Davies 

Photo by Tony Briggs.

“One of the best stand-up comics out there” (The 
Guardian) is in the midst of his first tour in a decade. 
Think Ahead sees critically acclaimed comedian, 
actor, writer, and TV personality Alan Davies thinking 
he’s Marty McFly but older than Doc Brown and 
funnier than ever, he says – and that’s saying 
something! 
Davies is known for his performance as the 
eponymous hero of the hugely popular, long-running 
TV series Jonathan Creek and as a permanent 
panellist on QI, the BBC Two British comedy panel 
quiz show in which comedy stars swap funny facts 
on every subject under the sun. Hosted by Stephen 
Fry from 2003 until Sandi Toksvig took over in 2016, 
Davies describes the atmosphere of the show as 
infectious. 
“Always, behind the scenes, there’s a team of 
researchers and producers who have just spent 
three or four months researching material, finding 
the QI angle on subjects”, he describes as a key 
to the show’s success. “My job, and the job of the 
other comedians who come on as guests, we don’t 
know what the script is going to say, we don’t know 
what the questions are going to be… We’ve got to get 
some sort of ball in the air, keep it bouncing around 
between us, improvise, collaborate, work together, 
and be jolly about it.”
Read on as Davies and I Think Ahead to August, 
when he’ll pull up to pull no punches at Michael 
Fowler Centre on Saturday the 8th at 7:30pm. 
What do you remember about your first comedy gig 
in 1988? 
I was a student at the time, and I was living in a little 
town called Whitstable, which is in Kent on the coast. 
It was quite cold on that coastline. There wasn’t a 
lot to do in that town, but there was a place called 
the Labour Club where students went for a Friday, 
Saturday night. Some of my friends were in a band, 
and they knew I was talking about comedy a lot, 
and they put my name on the poster and said, ‘Why 
don’t you do it? But if you haven’t got anything, just 
introduce the bands.’ So I worked out a set, and 
everybody in the room, pretty much, I knew. So that 
in a way made it worse, for them I think [chuckles]. 
But it went well. It was thrilling, it was extremely 
nerve-wracking, my hands were shaking I remember. 
That carried on for several months of doing stand-up 
in my early twenties – the nerves. I overcame that, 
and it became an obsession. I did stand-up nonstop 
for years. Then I started to get into television, and 
that took me away from it. There was quite a long 
period when I wasn’t doing it at all, and I realised 
in hindsight, it’s quite bad for my mental health to 
not have that outlet, that place to express myself. I 
think I am in a much better place when I’m gigging 
regularly.
I was going to ask why you chose comedy and 
where you think its power lies – it seems like it’s 
very important to you personally.  
Well, I love comedy, and I loved comedy shows as 
a kid, sitcoms I grew up with – they were probably 
shown on New Zealand television as well, shows 
like The Good Life, Fawlty Towers, Porridge. When 
I got into comedy, it gave me a real feeling of 
confidence. I like the lifestyle; it wasn’t like having 
a job. I made money quite quickly compared to a 
lot of my peers who had left university at the same 
time. I immediately felt quite good about myself and 
liked what I was doing, the people I was meeting. 
I’m turning 60 soon and quite a few of the people 
coming to the party are people I met in the late 
80s, early 90s on the comedy circuit. So, it’s a very 
important part of my life. The new show that I’ve got 
is working really well. I think in a way, it’s taken me 
this long to really talk about all aspects of my life. I 
went through some quite difficult things when I was 
a kid, and I weave those stories in and create a fuller 
picture of who I am and what I think and what I’ve 
been through. There was a while, I think, when I was 
putting a bit of a front up, which is quite common in 
performance: public face, private life. Now I think it’s 
a more complete picture and it’s a better show for it. 
In weaving in those stories, is it like comedy helps 
you to process the past?  
Yeah. I wrote a memoir called Just Ignore Him, which 
was published in 2020 and which was really about 
my childhood – about my mum dying and my father, 
who abused me as a kid. That book finishes as I 
started going into stand-up comedy. Now there’s 
a new volume called White Male Stand-up [2025]. 
It’s about that process of going into a comedy 
career and then what became a television career 
carrying all of this stuff, and imagining that I’d left 
it all behind – because if the future is ahead of you 
then you leave the past behind, which is, of course, 
a very naïve view of how life works. It was actually 
a harder book to write, but it was in the writing that 
I began to access some of the ideas for a comedy 
show, which is a different muscle. It’s a different 
part of the brain almost. Because the story is then 
told to an audience, how the story is formed, how it’s 
shaped, is worked out in relation with an audience in 
the room – it’s very different to sitting at a keyboard. 
But it’s drawn from the same place in life that I’d 
reached when I was writing the book and coming up 
with the show. 
You get that immediacy of feedback with the 
audience in the room as well, that electricity. 
That’s exactly it. You soon find out if you’re 
approaching the subject matter in the right way or 
the wrong way. Managing where the laughs are going 
to be, where you need it to quiet down, where you 
need silence for a moment to make a point and then 
bring it back around. I’ve tried to make the show as 
funny as I possibly can, that’s always been my first 
aim doing stand-up. 
The Think Ahead tour began in 2025. How are you 
finding life on the road this time?   
I did a lot of shows last year, about 50. I was really 
tired [chuckles]. I’m nearly 60 and I’m finding it 
much more tiring than it used to be! But that’s life 
and I like going to places, I like getting off trains in 
railway stations or pulling up in theatres. It’s nice. I’m 
pleased to come to New Zealand with a show that 
works and is all running and ready to go. It’ll be a 
good tour.
What are your memories of our wee corner of the 
world?  
I’m very fond of the place, which is why I keep 
coming back. I’ve been fortunate to have had some 
holiday time in New Zealand, driving round the 
South Island – so beautiful there. And also travelling 
all over seeing lots of towns, talking to lots of 
audiences, I always enjoy it. 
If we could take away one thing from the show, 
what would you want it to be?  
A copy of my book [laughs]. I’ll probably be signing 
them in the foyer afterwards! No, I hope they go away 
thinking, ‘I haven’t laughed like that for ages’. I’d like 
people to come out to the theatre and get together 
– that’s what they’ve been doing for thousands of 
years. People haven’t spent thousands of years on 
their phones, doomscrolling the internet. It’s not 
good! So, for a couple of hours: phone off, face the 
front, I’ll do the talking and you’ll be fine [laughs]. 

Back to contents

Looking for art? 
Summer Exhibition - at Wellington Cathedral - 2 Hill St,
14 February to 8 March 10 am to 5.00 pm Entry Free

Helen Keen and Lynn Blann - recent works - at DoubleTree by 

 

Hilton Wellington, 28 Grey St, 10 am to 5 pm. Entry Free

Te Manu Muramura - various artists - at Rydges Wellington Airport, 

 

continuing to April, 10 am to 5 pm.(level 2 or access from the terminal)  Entry Free
 

Sanctuary Under A Sleepless Night 
by Juan Miguel Beltran

At What Cost Forever 
by Judi Lapsley Miller

https://nzafa.com/


10

Finding paradise

The top of the South Island comes alive beneath 
the sun. A hotspot for eco-tourism, a delight for the 
culturally focused traveller, a haven for foodies, 
and a nonstop party of music, art, and events, this 
region is the poster child of a quintessential Kiwi 
summer. 
For whatever reason you may find yourself in 
this sun-soaked spot of golden sands, abundant 
nature, and quirky townships, consider extending 
your stay to explore magical Motueka and 
astonishing Abel Tasman. 
Eccentric and eclectic in equal measure, Motueka 
is a great place to make your base. Brimming 
with boutiques, galleries, museums, eateries, and 
attractions, this funky village has something the 
whole family will fall for.  
Whether you choose to explore by land or sea, 
Abel Tasman National Park is simply divine. One 
of Aotearoa’s calling cards, the winding trails, 
burgeoning flora and fauna, secluded hideaways, 
and idyllic beaches will make you believe you found 
paradise. 

Tourism and  
hospitality stars

Memorable moment

As you approach a century-old bridge deep in the 
Taieri Gorge, you don’t expect to leave the train. 
With the relaunch of the Deep Stream Track, you 
are once again invited to step outside the carriage 
and into the heart of the gorge, turning a scenic 
rail journey into something beyond the view from 
your seat.
High above the river, surrounded by vast Otago 
landscapes, you watch the heritage train roll across 
the very bridge you’ve just walked. It’s a moment 
defined by stillness, scale, and perspective; one 
that few rail journeys anywhere in the world can 
offer.
Visitors consistently describe Deep Stream as the 
standout memory of their trip – unexpected and 
absolutely spectacular. In a world where travel is 
often experienced through a window, this is a rare 
chance feel part of the story. Deep Stream is a 
heritage railway moment that lingers long after the 
journey ends.
Experience it yourself and find out more at 
dunedinrailways.co.nz

Taste the flavour

As an Asian household and family, we love food 
and never let anyone go hungry. At Chokdee 
Motueka Thai Cuisine, we want to deliver the taste 
of our homeland, our recipes, our traditions, and 
our culture to you, right here in Aotearoa, New 
Zealand.
We strive to use the freshest produce and poultry. 
Our chef, who was born and raised in Thailand, 
wants to serve up a taste of home: simple, tasty, 
and exploding with flavours using the fresh 
ingredients sourced as locally as possible. Our 
passion as a business is to deliver meals that 
look simple and focus on the quality of each 
component. We hope that you can taste our 
passion in your first bite.
We keep our recipes updated and will try our best 
to alter them to accommodate all palates, food 
trends, and dietary requirements. This includes, 
but is not limited to, gluten-free, nut-free, vegan, 
and seafood-free diets… as well as those who 
dislike the soapy taste of coriander!

Phone Chrissy and Gary on 021 0876 7992
www.destinationtasman.co.nz

•  Airport Transfers
•  Motueka Taxis shuttle service 
 throughout the Tasman area

•  Cycle transport to mountain
 bike trails and along the
 “Great Taste trail”

THE ROCK FELLA
10 KING EDWARD STREET,  

PORT MOTUEKA
Phone: 022 137 4574

       The Rock Fella

www.rockfella.nz

GREENSTONE 
and CRYSTALS

Discover Otago by rail.

Viaducts & Tunnels • Dramatic Views • Live Storytelling • Century-Old Railway • Café BOOK NOW dunedinrailways.co.nz

Some landscapes are meant to be travelled through, not driven past.

Taste the flavours of Thailand brought to you from our chefs 

who originate from different regions of our Homeland

BOOK YOUR TABLE ONLINE OR CALL: 03 528 0318 
ORDER ONLINE: chokdeemotueka.co.nz | 109 High St, Motueka

Back to contents

https://www.chokdeemotueka.co.nz/
https://www.rockfella.nz/
https://destinationtasman.co.nz/
https://dunedinrailways.co.nz/
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Gallery news
by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Shifting strands

Detail of Awhitu Mauri by Cora-Allan.
Recording Mauri: Moments of Light and Earth 
is unapologetically political, deeply thought, and 
imbued with earth-toned beauty. The solo show by 
Cora-Allan, an award-winning visual artist of Māori 
(Ngāpuhi, Ngātitumutumu) and Niue (Alofi, Liku) 
descent, weaves together her whakapapa using 
traditional methods, contemporary perspectives, 
extensive research, and a dynamic range of artistic 
processes at National Library of New Zealand Te 
Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa until the 23rd of May. 
“Cora-Allan works across such a broad range 
of mediums and has developed beautiful ways 
of integrating them together – performance 
with painting, hiapo with whenua, cyanotype 
photography with site-specific exploration – that 
it feels incredibly natural to bring these media 
together in a single space,” City Gallery Te Whare 
Toi curator Kirsty Baker says. 
Comprising over 60 works that connect artmaking 
to traditional knowledge systems, Recording Mauri: 
Moments of Light and Earth “speaks directly to 
the current moment here in Aotearoa, the greater 
Pacific, and the world”, Baker continues. 
“The exhibition explores mauri, the cosmological 
energy that connects all things in creation. For 
Cora-Allan, physical traces of mauri – such as 
those possessed by the whenua or moana – are 
intrinsically linked to environmental and socio-
political shifts taking place in Aotearoa and the 
world today. The works, including scallop-shell 
books and a new large-scale painting that will be 
finished in the gallery, are both visually captivating 
and thought-provoking.”
This new, active painting opens an opportunity for 
the artist to offer insight into her process and share 
knowledge about the materials and histories that 
she engages with. 
“It’s easy to think of exhibitions as static or fixed 
things, but they are constantly shifting and changing 
with each visitor’s individual experience,” Baker 
says. “The completion of the large painting in the 
gallery space is a really powerful way of reminding 
us of the mutability and life that artworks hold – that 
they are not frozen in time but subject to constant 
change.”
As for the exhibition as a whole, Recording Mauri: 
Moments of Light and Earth marks a big shift in 
Cora-Allan’s practice. 
“I really feel as though it has allowed me to find a 
space where my whakapapa sits. I think it is a really 
beautiful way of sharing the history of Te Moana-
nui-a-Kiwa and how we are living together with the 
Indigenous people of Aotearoa”, the artist says. 
“I am from Niue and Aotearoa, and usually my art 
leans towards one or the other, but these works 
really meet in the middle of these strands.” 
Sitting close to He Whakaputanga and Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi, both of which are also housed in the 
National Library, the exhibition “speaks directly to 
the contemporary legacies of these documents”, 
Baker says. “I hope that all visitors – tangata 
whenua and tangata tiriti – take away a sense of the 
ways that they are connected to these legacies”. 

Fanfare for beauty

Beach Walk by Michelle Theobald.

As one of the most esteemed artistic institutions 
in the capital and in the country, the New Zealand 
Academy of Fine Arts (NZAFA) celebrates creativity 
in all its forms. This summer, it brings two 
exhibitions to two corners of Wellington. 
Running until the 30th of April at Rydges Wellington 
Airport, Te Manu Muramura celebrates flight, 
movement, the sky, or waves and surf and was 
designed to complement the new sculpture 
installed in the terminal, which embodies the 
story of the bird spirit Te Manu Muramura and the 
taniwha Ngake and Whātaitai of Te Whanganui-a-
Tara. 
“Coming up the escalators from the terminal, 
the first works seen are stunning images by Judi 
Lapsley Miller and Juan Miguel Beltran,” director 
Wayne Newman says. “These ChromaLuxe 
photoartistry prints are a fanfare for the beauty 
of our local coastline and the precious jewel of 
Zealandia and its avian residents”. 
Opening on Valentine’s Day is NZAFA’s recurring 
Summer Show at Wellington Cathedral until the 
8th of March. A colourful display of works by artists 
from across Aotearoa, this collection responds to 
the warmth and light of the season. 
Landscapes, figures, and flowers all feature in 
Summer Show, with a range of styles spanning 
classical, post-impressionist, minimalist, 
expressionist, realist and hyper-realist, pointillist, 
modernist, and post-modernist, Newman adds. 
“The colours, subjects, and styles in many cases 
reflect the medium. Beside the traditional oils 
and watercolours, we have pen and ink, charcoal, 
gesso with ink and pencils, cold wax and encaustic 
wax, lino print, gel plate monotype, and digital 
photo-artistry, as well as mixes of different media 
including real gold in more than one work”.

Seen and unseen

It is spring tomorrow by Kieran Trainor.
Forming a web of relationality that traces light and 
shadow, ancestry, identity, and ecological rhythms, 
the practices of Belinda Whitta, Kaia Waite, Kieran 
Trainor, and Sage Rossie-Tong reflect what is 
revealed, what remains hidden, and how we care 
for both in As the moon holds the sun’s gaze. 
Running at Twentysix Gallery until the 21st of 
February, the show expands outward – river and 
well, light and dark, past and present – allowing 
multiple truths to coexist. Through collaboration, 
the exhibition that has emerged is slow and porous 
– reflecting on what it means to collectively tend,
witness, and hold what is visible and what remains
in shadow.
“As the moon holds the sun’s gaze reflects 
Twentysix’s ongoing commitment to relational, 
thoughtful practices and to exhibitions shaped by 
care, collaboration, and ecological awareness,” 
founder and director Petra Scheuber says. “For the 
first exhibition of 2026, we wanted to bring together 
artists whose practices form a web of connection, 
setting a considered tone for the year ahead 
that foregrounds attentiveness and collective 
responsibility.”
Whitta’s photography is rooted in darkness as a 
vessel and draws from ancestral sites as spaces 
of knowledge that is felt, inherited, and gently 
carried. This flows into Waite’s engravings, which 
are grounded in whakapapa and pūrākau. Trainor’s 
practice moves fluidly across disciplines, following a 
path of light that stretches across bodies, land, and 
time and Rossie-Tong’s intricate chainmail webs, 
depicting both home and battleground, become 
sites of creation, nourishment, and death.
“We hope visitors leave with a sense of quiet 
connection,” Scheuber says. “To land, to light and 
shadow, and to the ways care and knowledge can 
exist in what is unseen, inherited, or gently held.”
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Small but mighty 

From vision to reality

Recharge and reconnect

A tiny town nestled into the beautifully verdant 
plains of the Rangitikei District, Marton is a great 
place to call home or visit, whether you’re a pair, a 
bunch, or flying solo. 
Marton is cosy, quaint, cute as a button, and 
chocka with character. Lining the streets are 
beautifully restored heritage buildings with 
boutiques, bars, eateries, bookshops, and cafés 
tucked inside. 
There is plenty to do nearby if you’re willing to hop 
in the car. Framed by the distant mountain range, 
Dudding Lake is tranquil and serene, especially 
as the sun drops below the horizon. Perfect for 
swimming in the warmer months, the fishing is 
good all year round. Sir James Wilson Memorial 
Park is within walking distance from the centre of 
town and is tailor-made for afternoon ambles and 
morning picnics. Luckily, Marton is the central hub 
for many nearby farms, so fresh produce is never 
hard to find. 

Whether you’ve discovered the perfect parcel 
of land in the Rangitikei District or you’ve been 
imagining your dream home for decades, Arlington 
Homes can bring your vision to life from the ground 
up.
Based in Marton, the Arlington team help locals 
and newcomers craft a house that combines both 
form and function. By working closely with you, 
they take into account all your ideas, priorities, 
and what matters most before transforming the 
abstract into something concrete that reflects your 
lifestyle. 
Arlington Homes maintains a close affinity with 
military personnel and their families. Recognising 
the dedication of those who serve, they offer 
unique packages designed to provide specialised 
support and value for those moving to or settling in 
the region.
From concept to completion, the team pay close 
attention to detail, ensuring that every aspect of 
your home is exactly as you envisioned it, if not 
even better. Find out more at  
www.arlingtonhomes.co.nz

Imagine waking to sweeping rural views, the day 
starting slowly and beautifully. A gentle stroll down 
the driveway leads you to MOOMAA Café and 
Design Store, where the smell of freshly baked, 
award-winning cheese scones fills the air and a 
perfectly brewed Supreme coffee is waiting. Your 
husband settles in with the morning paper, the kids 
disappear happily into the outdoor playhouse, and 
you take your time exploring the carefully curated 
design store.
Shelves are filled with thoughtfully chosen pieces, 
local produce, and everyday treats – from fresh 
farm eggs to artisan condiments – plus MOOMAA’s 
much-loved Slowlife Collection picnic bags, perfect 
for relaxed days ahead.
Located halfway between Wellington and Taupō on 
State Highway 1, MOOMAA has become a popular 
one-stop destination for travellers and locals alike. 
For those wanting to linger a little longer, MOOMAA 
Stay offers a stunning farmstay experience, sleeping 
up to 12 guests – the ideal base to slow down, 
reconnect, and enjoy the countryside.

Looking to make your next move to 
Marton, call Bruce

Every second there is still 
someone that is still thinking 
about Christmas. So are we!

From February 2026, find us 
exclusively ONLINE 

027 277 5005 
facebook.com/GrannysChristmasGrotto

Arlington House Plans — with rural heart

Marton, New Zealand 
team@arlingtonhomes.co.nz 
021-979-550

From small floor layouts to spacious rural 
homes — our flexible plans make it easy 
to start planning your build
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c a f e  •  s t o r e  •  s t a y

(06) 652 4120 | office@lawcorner.nz
256 Broadway, Marton
www.lawcorner.nz

Whether you are a first home buyer or looking 
for your next home, we are ready to assist you 

with your property needs. Based in Marton, 
we bring over 25 years’ legal experience and a 
supportive and practical approach so you can 

rest assured you are in good hands.

Proudly supporting  the 
Rangitikei Community

Proudly supporting  the 
Rangitikei Community

Phone 06 327 7929
427 Wellington Road, Marton

https://www.moomaa.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/GrannysChristmasGrotto
https://www.propertybrokers.co.nz/


In a Valentine’s Day treat dedicated to love in all 
its forms, Penthouse Cinema & Café presents 
Wuthering Heights on the 14th of February. 
A timeless story of passion and longing, director 
Emerald Fennell’s Wuthering Heights is inspired by 
Emily Brontë’s groundbreaking 19th-century novel of 
the same name set against the stark and brooding 
Yorkshire moors. In the hands of Margot Robbie and 
Jacob Elordi, the relationship between the wealthy 
Catherine Earnshaw and working-class Heathcliff 
reaches new heights in a portrayal that is equal 
parts intense and destructive, painful and beautiful. 
Each ticket includes a glass of bubbles or juice, while 
special Valentine’s Day cocktails and ice creams 
are available from the bar, plus spot prizes will be 
gifted throughout the night and a photobooth will 
capture the memories. Whether it’s a date night, a 
Galentine’s outing, or a solo treat, this literary classic 
is designed to be savoured on the big screen.
Coinciding with the event is the reopening of the 
cinema’s façade, which has been restored to the 
iconic yellow-green-white colour scheme it was given 
in the 1980s. Though the cinema originally opened 
as the Vogue Theatre in 1939 and was painted in 
black and white before being taken over by a TV 
commercial in the 1950s, general manager Fergus 
Kisby-MacLeod says that the 80s colour scheme “is 
so us”. 
Celebrate cinema and celebrate love at Penthouse 
Cinema’s screening of Wuthering Heights this 
Valentine’s Day. 

Terror-Fi Film Festival has been sharing all things 
spooky and scary for a whole decade, and in the 
lead-up to their anniversary celebration later in 
the year, they’ll be hosting screenings at The Roxy. 
February will see two films on the calendar. 
Whistle will have its New Zealand premiere on 
Wednesday the 18th of February. Where Final 
Destination meets Talk to Me, this terrifying new 
horror directed by Corin Hardy, starring Dafne Keen 
(Deadpool & Wolverine, Logan), and featuring Nick 
Frost (Hot Fuzz, Shaun of the Dead, Paul) follows a 
misfit group of unwitting high school students who 
stumble upon a cursed object: an ancient Aztec 
death whistle. When they blow into it, they find that 
the eerie sound has summoned their deaths to hunt 
them down. 
Next, the TIFF and SXSW award-winning, smash-hit 
comedy that featured at Terror-Fi Film Festival in 
2025 returns on Friday the 27th and 28th of February 
with an exclusive pre-show. Rated 100 percent on 
Rotten Tomatoes, Nirvanna the Band the Show 
the Movie is a unique time travel, laugh-out-loud 
feature directed by and starring Matthew Johnson 
alongside Jay McCarrol and a host of unsuspecting 
Torontonians. The plan was to book The Rivoli for 
their show, but when everything goes horribly wrong, 
Matt and Jay accidentally find themselves in the 
year 2008. 
With Nirvanna hailed as a work of cinema unlike 
any other and Whistle dubbed one of the most 
anticipated horror movies of the year, don’t miss 
your chance to see them at The Roxy.

There’s something nostalgic about an outdoor 
movie. Whether you’ve got a picnic in tow or just 
a treat or two, have brought blankets and pillows 
or prefer to feel grass between your toes, want to 
melt into the screen or spend half the film looking 
up at the sky, an outdoor movie is the stuff of quiet 
magic. On Saturday the 21st of February, Movies 
in the Park returns to Waikanae Park with two 
whānau-friendly screenings. 
Smurfs kicks off the event at 5pm when the evil 
wizards Razamel and Gargamel take Papa. The 
Smurfs must embark on a mission into the real 
world where, with the help of some new friends, 
they discover what defines their destiny to save the 
universe. 
At 7pm, Superman flies onto the big screen. While 
Superman fights battles at home and abroad, Lex 
Luthor jumps at the chance to destroy the Man of 
Steel. Will Lois Lane and four-legged companion 
Krypto be able to save him?
Don’t miss the pre-show tamariki activities starting 
at 4pm in the Waka Kori trailer. Set up for some 
serious play action, it’s the perfect place for kids 
to let out their energy. If you’re in for a treat, 
pop by one of the food vendors, including an ice 
cream and slushy truck, Coffee To Die For, Kwality 
Kandyfloss, Berrylush, and BBQ at Waikanae 
Rugby Club. 
Bid farewell to summer with your besties or your 
babies, your favourite person or your family at 
Movies in the Park.

Despite now being a cult phenomenon, Twin Peaks 
was cancelled after its second season. Soon after, 
creator David Lynch announced that he was not 
yet finished with the material. So, on the 5th of 
September 1991, principal photography began for 
the full-length prequel film. 
Twin Peaks: Fire Walk With Me premiered at 
Festival de Cannes the following year, polarising 
audiences who expected more cherry pie and 
donuts. What they were served instead was 
something much darker, unflinching, and 
unforgiving – in Lynch’s own words, a study on 
“the loneliness, shame, guilt, confusion, and 
devastation of the victim”. 
It was a commercial box office flop. 
Yet, as time wore on, a gradual wave of reappraisal 
and appreciation began to swell. The prequel 
was acknowledged for its nuanced, complex, 
and powerful exploration of trauma, for Sheryl 
Lee’s tour de force performance as Laura Palmer, 
and Angelo Badalamenti’s score. Chilling and 
harrowing, it also became recognised as an 
empathetic and humane cinematic masterpiece.
To mark its 34th anniversary and a year since 
Lynch’s death, Twin Peaks: Fire Walk With Me will 
be screened for the love of the franchise at The 
Roxy on the 25th of February. All the proceeds from 
the community fundraiser will pay the cinema 
hire and the licensing of the film, with the extra 
donated to charity. Three Twin Peaks books will 
also be raffled off. 
Brace yourself for a journey through the darkness 
of future past; a place both wonderful and strange. 
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Next level family adventures in 
Niue

Swim safely 

There comes a time when a family holiday shifts 
from kids’ clubs to creating lifelong memories 
experiencing epic adventures together. This is where 
Niue takes active family holidays to the next level – 
both above and below the water!
Swimming with whales, catching huge fish, diving 
or snorkelling in gin-clear water, caving, great walks, 
and nighttime hunts for the giant coconut crab are 
just a few of the family experiences on offer in Niue. 
After a quick three-and-a-half-hour flight from 
Auckland, you are greeted with not only warm 
temperatures all year round, but a warm and 
hospitable welcome. Driving or biking the 
64-kilometre ring road is easy and discovering the 
tracks and sites becomes an addiction. Niue is only 
one island, so one giant resort to uncover. 
As the world’s largest raised coral atolls, Niue is 
unlike other Pacific Islands with amazing giant rock 
pools within the reef to snorkel in, as well as caves 
and chasms to discover and explore. Guides take you 
outside the reef to dive, snorkel, and swim with the 
resident dolphins and seasonal whales. Most days, 
you’ll find yourself packing your snorkelling gear and 
setting off on your own adventure down the 30-plus 
sea tracks Niue has to offer.
Families have a choice of different accommodation 
types, from resorts to self-catering homes. As your 
adventure comes to an end, you’ll start planning your 
next trip to this diverse paradise. It’s a destination 
you’ll be drawn back to… just like the migrating 
humpback whales. Find out more at  
www.niueisland.com

There’s nothing like a day at the beach, in the river, 
or on the lake. Wherever you prefer to paddle, it’s 
important to keep yourself and others safe.
The most important safety measure is simple: 
don’t swim alone. If you’re swimming with children, 
keep an eye on them at all times and keep any 
inexperienced swimmers within arm’s reach. 
There are plenty of other tips and tricks too. 
Stretching before you swim is a good way to avoid 
cramps while in the water. Knowing your ability 
and not going outside your comfort zone is also 
important. Don’t get pressured into swimming 
further or deeper – you know your limits! Avoid 
drinking alcohol when swimming too. It slows down 
your reaction time and can put you to sleep, which 
is dangerous when you’re around bodies of water. 
Be aware of natural hazards when swimming. 
Check the tides and the weather, but don’t forget 
to also monitor for any contaminants that could 
have entered into waterways. Also, have a peek at 
what’s below before you jump in. Cannonball!
When swimming in the ocean, it’s important to 
take note of tidal changes and dangerous currents. 
Educate yourself on how to spot a rip current, and 
how to respond if you get caught in one. Always 
swim within the lifeguard flags. 
Oh, and don’t forget to slip, slop, slap, and wrap. 
Be safe and happy summer swimming!

Family fun

Ōtaki’s Leading Travel Agent
216 Main Highway, Otaki
021 745 903
www.travelustnz.com
vanessa.kirkman@traveladvocates.co.nz

pacific islands  
ON SALE

Fiji, Rarotonga, Samoa, Niue, New Caledonia

Unmissable Holiday Deals  
Available Now

Children’s Day
Ngāti Toa  
Domain  

Paremata

11am–3pm 
Sunday
1 March

poriruacity.govt.nz/childrensday

FREE ENTRY

FREE ENTRY

Lunar New Year
2–6pm  

Saturday
21 February 

Aotea Lagoon 
Porirua

poriruacity.govt.nz/lunar

A vibrant celebration with music,  
cultural performances, delicious  

foods, market stalls, free train rides  
and much more for everyone to enjoy!

poriruacity.govt.nz/childrensdayporiruacity.govt.nz/childrensday

SHOP ONLINE: 
www.hebebotanicals.co.nz

Completely 
natural.  

8 hours 
complete 
protection by 
independent 
analysis.  

Approved 
for use in all 
countries  
(see our 
website for 
testimonials)

Back to contents

https://poriruacity.govt.nz/discover-porirua/events/childrens-day-porirua/
https://www.travelustnz.com/
https://hebebotanicals.co.nz/?srsltid=AfmBOoptacthzdr2ruiOnbPFPdGpigR6J2ZcBdGZSvCs2oZfcT22J9Vq
https://www.niueisland.com/


Fagan Motors Ltd 75 Dixon Street, Masterton
P 06 378 6159 | www.faganmotors.co.nz

Ford made the ute. You made the Ranger.
Proud vehicle sponsors of

FREEPHONE 0800 46 76 74 or 0800 GO ROSIES | Phone 06 370 1258 | o�ce@rosiesremovals.co.nz | www.rosiesremovals.co.nz |     RosiesRemovals

MASTERTON

NATIONWIDE 
SERVICE

“We moved from Blenheim to Levin and it was seamless. Rosies went above and beyond with the move, packing and moving quickly and e�ectively.  Would highly recommend.” - Betty and Ron

You’re in safe hands with ROSIES REMOVALS

Where town meets country

https://www.faganmotors.nz/
https://rosiesremovals.co.nz/
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Elegance and excellence 

From elegant, energy-efficient aluminium windows 
to sturdy, stylish doors, Codde Aluminium 
offer solutions that balance form and function 
beautifully.
The family-owned and locally operated business 
based in Martinborough services homes across 
Wairarapa, Wellington, and Kapiti. Specialising in 
aluminium window and door fabrication, Codde 
Aluminium craft high-quality joinery tailored to each 
project. They work with builders, homeowners, and 
architects alike to deliver products that look great 
and perform exceptionally in everyday use. 
As an approved fabricator for OMEGA® Windows + 
Doors, Codde Aluminium offer an extensive range 
of quality, durable, and high-performing joinery 
systems. OMEGA® products are designed with New 
Zealand conditions in mind, available in thermally 
broken and non-thermal systems, all extruded by 
McKechnie Aluminium Solutions. 
Codde Aluminium bring craftsmanship, experience, 
and personalised service to every job, ensuring 
projects are delivered to the highest standard, on 
budget and on time. 

Where town meets 
country- Wairarapa

The extra mile

Proudly serving Wairarapa since 2019, Ihaka 
Construction prides itself on delivering custom 
projects that exceed expectations. From new builds 
to renovations, exteriors to interiors, commercial 
construction to personal property, every project is 
tailored to suit your lifestyle. 
At the helm are Sam and Rosie Rutene. Perfecting 
his craft since he was 16 years old, Sam has 
almost two decades of experience building, having 
completed high-end residential properties to 
workplace renovations and everything in between. 
Today, Ihaka Construction is made of a seven-
strong team of passionate tradespeople who take 
pride in everything they do. 
From concept to completion, the Ihaka 
Construction crew work with you to create a 
design and final product that suits your needs and 
qualifies for a Master Build 10-Year Guarantee. 
They prioritise communication, attention to 
detail, transparency, and collaboration with every 
job, going the extra mile to deliver exceptional 
craftsmanship, professional service, and exactly 
what you envisioned.

Affordable and efficient

Marshall Heaters design and build water heaters in 
New Zealand, for New Zealand. With over 50 years 
of experience in the industry and an unparalleled 
reputation for excellence, the Kiwi-owned and 
operated company is committed to helping warm 
homes and slash power bills with their innovative 
products. 
Marshall Heaters are solely dedicated to designing 
and manufacturing custom-made, efficient, non-
electric hot water heaters that can heat the whole 
house. Ranging in size from 273 to 1025-litres, 
their water heater solutions are reliable, 
convenient, and energy-efficient, plus they are 
individually designed for specific applications and 
requirements.
Marshall Heaters customers enjoy reduced power 
bills thanks to designs that burn multifuel, wood, 
coal, or diesel, and that are even compatible with 
solar and photovoltaic panels. Consider connecting 
underfloor heating or radiators to your Marshall 
heater for an affordable and efficient way to heat 
your space. 

Codde Aluminium is a family-owned and operated business based in 
the Wairarapa, specialising in quality aluminium joinery. As an approved 
fabricator of Omega Windows and Doors, Codde Aluminium provides 
high-quality aluminium windows and doors for residential and architectural  
projects in the Wellington & Wairarapa Regions. Whether you’re building 
a new home or renovating, our expert team can create custom solutions to 
meet your specific needs.

• Custom aluminium window & door fabrication — including 
residential and architectural systems. 

• Double glazing, including retrofit options that improve thermal 
performance, reduce noise and lower condensation. 

• Conservatories that are custom designed and built for your home.
• Repairs & maintenance.

omegawindows.co.nz

APPROVED FABRICATOR

    0800 GLAZIER      coddealuminium.co.nz

BUILDING & RENOVATING,
HOMES TO LOVE

We take a personal approach so talk to us about what you would 
like to create – a home you will love.
Sam 027 859 5713 | sam@ihakaconstruction.co.nz
ihakaconstruction.co.nz | Find us on:       Facebook        Instagram

WILLOW PARK

NEW BUILDS RENOVATIONS DECKS & FENCES SHEDS Instant Tree Guards
ALLAN’S LIFE-STYLE FENCING
Phone 027 279 3483
wilz@lifestyleproducts.net.nz
www.lifestyleproducts.net.nz

Recently, we have been having inquiries for a 
fence that would be e�ective against rabbits. 
We are o�ering two styles of panels – a 
free-standing, easily movable type (similar to 
our chicken fencing) and a �at push-in panel.

CONTROL OF RABBITS

Delicious locally roasted coffee, excellent fresh 
cabinet food & yummy cakes & biscuits.

Open for a wildly unexpected mix of food, 
drinks, and funky gifts

027 270 9304
Open 5 days/week, 2779 Lake Ferry Road,  

Pirinoa Village, South Wairarapa

• Gates 
• Archways 
• Picnic Tables 
• Security Grill/Gates 

• Cattle Yards 
• Fire Protectors 
• Bale Feeders 
• Dog runs/Kennels

CUSTOM MADE GATES & MORE

Custom made to suit your requirements

Cnr Dalefield & Lincoln Road, Carterton 
Phone 06 379 8286 
towergatesandmore@gmail.com 
www.towergates1980ltd.co.nz 
Manufacturers of all types of gates

The Workshop | B & M Styles Ltd
Phone 0800 86 77 77 | 06 379 4007

191 High Street North, Carterton

CARS & TRUCKS
• Servicing • Repairs
• Wheel Alignments and more

https://www.omegawindows.co.nz/
https://www.ihakaconstruction.co.nz/
https://lifestyleproducts.net.nz/
https://www.towergates1980ltd.co.nz/
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As local experts in refrigeration, heat pumps, and 
air conditioning in both properties and vehicles, B 
W O’Brien and Co have been keeping Wairarapa 
cool for over 50 years. The family-owned and 
operated business believes in putting clients first, 
always going above and beyond to deliver solutions 
that work for you. 
Heat pumps and air conditioning are a B W O’Brien 
specialty. From maintenance to installation, the 
knowledgeable and experienced team can ensure 
you’re comfortable all year round. Heat pumps are 
efficient and cost-effective, making them ideal for 
any space in winter or summer. As Wairarapa’s only 
accredited Daikin dealers, they offer free quotes 
and home or site visits. 
When it comes to refrigeration, the team 
can design, install, service, and maintain all 
refrigeration appliances, whether it be on the farm, 
in the winery, or anywhere in between. 
Always ready to help, get in touch with B W O’Brien 
at www.heatpumpswairarapa.co.nz

From the dreams and aspirations of a few 
enthusiastic farmers many years ago, the greatest 
shearing and woolhandling competition in the 
world was born. Held annually at Masterton’s 
War Memorial Stadium, Golden Shears traces its 
beginnings back to 1958.
By 1960, the name was chosen and in 1961 the 
inaugural Golden Shears saw massive crowds that 
surpassed all expectations. The competition fierce 
and uncompromising, Golden Shears thrusted 
shearing onto the world stage and into the realm 
of professionalism, growing each year into the epic 
event it is today. 
In 2026, New Zealand will hold the 20th Golden 
Shears World Shearing and Woolhandling 
Championships at the home of Golden Shears 
in Masterton. The event will run from the 4th to 
the 7th of March in conjunction with the Golden 
Shears International Shearing and Woolhandling 
Championships at the War Memorial Stadium.
Golden Shears was built on a dream that you can 
still experience today.

Always here

Shear success

Stress-free solutions

Whether it’s time for routine maintenance or you’ve 
experienced a mechanical breakdown, get in touch 
with Lamberts Engineering, who can bring the 
mobile workshop to you.
Thanks to his mobile workshop, engineer, hydraulic 
and diesel mechanic, auto electrician, and owner 
John can adapt to your schedule, saving you 
money and time by performing maintenance during 
downtime and fixes immediately so you can get 
back to business. 
One of John’s many specialties is domestic 
engineering – from gates to fences, welding to 
hydraulics, and everything in between. He’s also 
well versed in fixing agricultural machinery and 
equipment, lawnmowers, trailers, trucks, floats, 
vehicles, ride ons, and more. 
Locally owned and operated, Lamberts Engineering 
is ingrained in the Wairarapa community. 
Regardless of what engineering services you 
require, John has the knowledge and practical skills 
to fix it. With his expertise, John can do it all, so give 
him a bell next time you’re in need.

Where town meets 
country- Wairarapa

Located just one and a half hours from Wellington, we're a hands-on heritage museum in the rural town of Masterton. 
Stimulate your knowledge for history and actual activities on sheep farms. We are a visitor attraction of international 
quality. Live shearing demonstrations for groups can be arranged with prior notice. Spinning & weaving demonstrations 
on Wednesdays or by arrangement. Our shop has a fabulous range of NZ gifts and products at competitive prices.

The Wool Shed, New Zealand's National Museum of Sheep and Shearing

12 Dixon St, Masterton | Open 10am-4pm weekdays & 10am-3pm weekends | www.thewoolshednz.com

IF IT’S BROKEN, WE CAN FIX IT!
FARMERS - LIFESTYLERS - LOGGERS - CONTRACTORS

OPEN Monday-Friday 8am-5pm 80 Lincoln Road, Masterton P 06 377 4988
John 021 083 0961  | E john@lambertsengineering.com | www.lambertsengineering.com

• Qualified mobile engineering, diesel mechanic & hydraulics

• On site welding, servicing and repairs

• Full workshop backup

• No call out fee, normal hours rate for regular customers

• Drive shaft manufacturing & repair

• All agricultural equipment covered

• All wheels repaired

Refrigeration, 
Air Conditioning & Heatpumps

For all your Farm 
Refrigeration Needs, 
On Farm Vats, 
Walk-in Chillers & Freezers, 
Dairy Refrigeration

138 Dixon Street, Masterton
Ph: 06 378 2288 | Mobile: 027 442 5022
Email: office@bwo.co.nz | www.heatpumpswairarapa.co.nz

https://lambertsengineering.com/
https://www.heatpumpswairarapa.co.nz/
https://www.thewoolshednz.com/
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Engineered wood products offer multiple benefits 
to New Zealand, including reduced construction 
time, a lower carbon footprint, and excellent 
thermal performance. 
“The wood products that we are talking about 
are not only renewable but have economic 
and environmental advantages when it comes 
to carbon storage and supporting our rural 
communities,” Mark Ross, chief executive of the 
Wood Processors and Manufacturers Association, 
says. “Using locally grown wood products 
incentivises our circular bioeconomy, boosts New 
Zealand’s domestic wood processing industry, and 
supports our drive to meet our climate change 
targets”. 
“Forecasting by Deloitte indicates that changing 
our market share to wood products by 25 percent 
would result in the removal of an additional 
920,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide from the 
environment each year. Greater use of timber in 
domestic building and construction is critical to 
rebuilding New Zealand’s economy and providing 
regional jobs in a highly productive sector.”

Established over 50 years ago, Griffiths Drilling has 
a reputation for excellence founded on hard work, 
dedication, and passion. Today, the Kiwi-owned and 
operated drilling company is known for providing 
the highest-quality service, taking a client-focused 
approach, and exceeding expectations. 
Going strong for a decade, the Greytown office 
services clients across Wairarapa. One of their 
most requested services is drilling bores for anyone 
needing a consistent water supply. They can also 
service, inspect, and repair them. From design 
to delivery, testing to treatment, and everything 
in between, the skilled team are committed to 
providing you with access to clean water on your 
property. 
Griffiths Drilling also offers a comprehensive 
range of drilling services backed by a wealth of 
knowledge, technical expertise, and vast practical 
experience. With a comprehensive understanding 
of local Wairarapa aquifers, geological history, 
topography, recharge areas, and water use, 
Griffiths Drilling can get the job done right.  

Tomlinson and Carruthers are a full-service 
surveying, project, and resource management firm 
established in 1948 and based in Masterton. Their 
experienced staff are dedicated to providing a high 
level of service and live in the communities they help 
develop. 
The experienced team undertake a wide variety of 
surveying work in both rural and urban areas. They 
perform work such as the definition and relocation 
of boundaries, the removal of title limitations, 
cadastral matters, unit title surveys, and more. They 
can also conduct topographical and legalisation 
surveys.
If you’re looking to subdivide, Tomlinson and 
Carruthers are experienced in land development, 
and as a first step they’ll determine whether the 
revenue gained from the sale of the developed land 
will exceed the cost of development. The team of 
surveyors can work with you throughout your project, 
from initial concept to final touches. 
Every project is unique but so are Tomlinson and 
Carruthers. 

Rebuilding New Zealand

Decades of drilling

Uniquely experienced

Where town meets 
country- Wairarapa

Plantation forests are essential for combating climate 

change and for providing the ultimate renewable 

resource for a low carbon future.

The Southern North Island Wood Council provides a collective voice for the forestry sector 

in Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatu, Wairarapa, Tararua and Wellington. Members have 

a common interest in ensuring the long-term success of the sector. Membership is open 

to any company or individual with an interest in the local wood industry. 

Erica Kinder, SNI Wood Council CEO, can be contacted for more information. 

0273 290 498 /www.sniwoodcouncil.co.nzsniwoodcouncil.co.nzsniwoodcouncil@gmail.com

why plant pine trees?

We want to build with wood.

1m3 of wood stores 1 tonne of co
2
.

We want to drive our utes. The Forestry sector currently offsets 

approx. 30% of our countries total carbon emissions.

We want to stash toilet paper. New Zealanders use an annual 

average 10.5kg of tissue and toilet paper per person.

We want to fence our properties.

32,000km of waterways to be fenced across NZ by 2027.

https://sniwoodcouncil.co.nz/
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Life planning

Life planning is about making sure your personal, 
family, and financial arrangements are set up 
in a way that works now and into the future. As 
circumstances change, having clear plans in place 
can help provide certainty and avoid unnecessary 
stress.
Whether you are thinking about retirement, 
reviewing your will, entering or leaving a 
relationship, or considering how your assets 
should be managed over time, it is important 
that everything aligns. Trusts, enduring powers of 
attorney and relationship property agreements 
all play a role, but they are most effective when 
they are considered together and tailored to your 
situation.
At Gibson Sheat, we focus on clear, practical advice 
delivered in plain English. We take the time to 
understand what matters to you and help you put 
arrangements in place that reflect your goals. Good 
life planning helps protect relationships, manage 
assets responsibly, and gives you confidence about 
the future.

Agribusiness planning

Property and land

Business and farming decisions often involve 
balancing day-to-day operations with long-term 
planning. Whether you are running a company, 
agribusiness, farm, or forestry operation, clear 
advice can help you navigate growth, change, and 
succession with confidence.
Succession planning is not just about transferring 
ownership. It involves people, funding, structures, 
and long-term sustainability. For many families and 
business owners, these decisions require careful 
thought about fairness, ongoing income, and the 
future direction of the business.
Gibson Sheat works with business owners, 
farming and forestry families, and investors to 
provide practical advice across the full life cycle 
of a business. We help clients consider their 
options, structure arrangements appropriately, and 
document decisions clearly. Our aim is to support 
smooth transitions, protect relationships, and help 
businesses and rural enterprises remain strong for 
the future.

Property transactions are often some of the 
most significant decisions people make. Whether 
you are buying or selling a home, investing in 
commercial property, or purchasing land for rural 
or lifestyle use, it is important to understand the 
full picture before you commit.
Property and land transactions can involve a range 
of considerations, including title issues, financing, 
land use rules, and future development potential. 
Having clear advice early in the process can help 
avoid surprises and delays.
At Gibson Sheat, we guide clients through 
residential, commercial, and rural property 
transactions with clear, practical advice. We work 
with individuals, families, and businesses across 
Wellington, the Hutt Valley, and Wairarapa, helping 
them move forward with confidence. Our focus 
is on making the process straightforward and 
ensuring your property decisions align with your 
wider plans.

Where town meets 
country- Wairarapa

Property advice and transactions

Business and farm advice

Life, relationship and trust planning
julie.millar@gibsonsheat.com

Get legal advice that suits your situation

What you build deserves a plan.
Julie Millar | Partner

Wellington | Hutt Valley | Wairarapa

(06) 370 6480

PH: 06 370 0800 | www.tcsurvey.nz

?DO YOU NEED A 
SURVEYOR

URBAN OR RURAL SUBDIVISIONS

WRIGHT SILVICULTURE LTD
FORESTRY SERVICES

Planting & Pruning
Thinning

Scrub Cutting

Graham Wright
PH: 06 342 7799 | MOB: 027 241 3094

EMAIL: rosedalebg@gmail.com

https://www.tcsurvey.co.nz/
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A winning combination

When driving over the Remutaka Ranges from 
Wellington, there’s nothing like knowing a great 
pub is waiting for you on the other side. After nine 
months of plastering, painting, and perfecting, The 
Royal Oak nestled in the vibrant hub of Carterton 
welcomes locals and visitors, regulars and first-
timers to enjoy the great food and good vibes 
within.
Featuring both indoor and outdoor seating, the 
newly refurbished Royal Oak is the perfect spot for 
pals and gals, families and those flying solo, with 
food options for all kinds of palates. Kiwi classics 
such as fish and chips, burgers, and bangers 
and mash hold their place on the menu, as do a 
Thai beef salad and Mediterranean salad. Add a 
delicious selection of bar snacks and delectable 
desserts and The Royal Oak is perfect for any 
and all patrons. The friendly crew can even home 
deliver in Carterton.
As for drinks, with beers on tap, a great wine 
selection, and cocktails aplenty, as well as non-
alcoholic options and weekend specials, The Royal 
Oak offers full bar services perfect for a mid-week 
catch-up, weekend get-together, quiet nightcap, 
or pumping party. Regardless of whether you’re 
celebrating something special or coming in for a 
well-earned treat, the professional and skilled team 
are happy to offer recommendations and always 
provide service with a smile.
The Royal Oak serves up a winning combination of 
fantastic meals and excellent atmosphere. 

It’s what’s underneath that 
matters

Tina Dunlop, proprietor of Shalari for nearly 20 
years, reminds us that we should never compromise 
on purchasing lingerie that suits us best. 
Bras are the backbone of Shalari’s expertise. Not all 
bras are created equal, and not all of them do the 
job right. Shalari’s collections are based on more 
than a century of European corsetry – a profession 
that combines the art of looking good and the 
science of fitting well. 
“We have a fabulous team of fitters at Shalari. Every 
woman, no matter what is happening with her body, 
will leave our store with what she needs,” Tina says. 
“Lingerie was invented to support, protect, and 
secure the breast on whatever body structure it is 
attached to. With this accuracy, you will find where 
the beauty really is.”  
Tina is passionate about comfortable, fitting 
lingerie and helping a lady feel like a new woman 
with the correct match. Her products are designed 
specifically, and feature fabulous colours, elegant 
lacework, and intricate embroidery. New collections 
arrive constantly throughout the year. 
Shalari also stocks quality Italian-made cotton, 
cashmere and modal, micro wool, and warm wool 
and silk in long sleeved and camisole options. 
They also stock supportive swimwear, a variety of 
underwear from briefs to shorts, and gorgeous 
chemises.
“The right lingerie will improve your girl power and 
loving yourself is important through all the stages 
women go through,” Tina says. “We deserve to feel 
great!”

The Royal Oak
Kitchen

The hours of the Royal Oak Kitchen for dining are 
Thursday and Friday 4pm – 9pm

Saturday and Sunday 12pm – late

321 High Street South, Carterton
To make a booking, call 022 646 5408

Our vision and goal is to feed you. That’s it... it is that simple! 
Actually, we want to feed you good quality and quantity  

meals at a fair price.  
We have good food, good company, and great atmosphere.

Stargazing at Stonehenge

Star Trek Laser Tour
Beginning with a presentation on the current night 
sky which includes an audiovisual. Followed by a 
lazer tour of the night sky (weather permitting). 
Available most evenings. Book online for self-

guided and guided tours. Tours must be prebooked, 
if you want a different time phone or email.

Gift vouchers available

Stonehenge Aotearoa

Open 10am to 4pm Wednesday to Sunday. Private 
bookings available any time or day by appointment. 

For further information  
phone 06 377 1600 or visit our web page:  

www.stonehenge-aotearoa.nz

Shalari Boutique Lingerie & Swimwear at 104 Main Street, Greytown. Open 7 days.  
Phone: 06 304 7170. Email: shop@shalari.co.nz. Website: www.shalari.co.nz.

The World’s Quickest Makeover
Treat yourself to a great look 

or buy a gift voucher to make someone else feel special!

Shalari Boutique Lingerie
Fitting 

Specialists

2477 S.H.2, Greytown
Wairarapa 5794

Telephone: (06) 304 9245 
Proud to support 

The Prostate Cancer Foundation

https://shalari.co.nz/
https://stonehenge-aotearoa.nz/
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Wishing for Wairarapa

Where in Wairarapa?

Vast and varied with breathtaking scenery, plenty 
of entertainment, community and cultural hubs, 
and the bush, beaches, and beauty that New 
Zealand is famous for, Wairarapa is paradise. 
Couple that with the increased availability of work-
from-home jobs, high house prices in major cities, 
and safe, connected communities, and it comes as 
no surprise that the region is becoming a hotspot 
for young professionals, families, and retirees alike. 
Only an hour from the capital, Wairarapa is just far 
enough away to escape the hustle and bustle while 
being close enough to still feel connected. There 
is no shortage of diverse and bustling townships, 
activities, schools, and scenic slices to call home. 
Wairarapa’s communities are as plentiful and 
varied as its locals – there are towns and villages 
of varying sizes, each with its own personality 
and community. The one thing they share is their 
welcoming nature and outstanding quality of life. 
Featherston is characterised by antique stores, 
bookshops, and specialty eateries. The wine hub of 
Martinborough and boutique Greytown are refined 
and quirky. Masterton offers big-city business 
with a country atmosphere. Carterton is spacious 
and relaxed, with a thriving arts and performance 
scene.
Whether you’re looking for a lifestyle block, a 
family home, a farm, or a flat, there are real estate 
agents, property managers, and builders to help 
you take the leap. From there, you’ll find all the 
services you need to help you settle in and make 
Wairarapa your safe and secure forever home.

When looking to buy in Wairarapa, why not choose 
the people who call it home to help? Linette 
Bradbrook and Gina Collings of Tremains are local 
experts who put people first. They match the right 
property with the right person, fostering community 
and helping families make this beautiful slice of 
Aotearoa their home too. 
For Linette, real estate is all about connection. She 
is dedicated to making every property journey as 
straightforward and stress-free as possible and 
enjoys helping her clients find the perfect place to 
call home. As for Gina, she’s been in the business 
since 1999. She takes a personal approach 
backed by unrivalled ethics and expertise, using 
her knowledge of the local market to help buyers 
and sellers achieve their goals. 
Whether you’re looking for a lifestyle block nestled 
into the rolling hills where you can tend to your 
garden and raise animals, a heritage cottage along 
the leafy streets of the quaint towns, or a place way 
out in the bush where you can be immersed in the 
beauty of Wairarapa, Linette and Gina will take into 
account each and every must-have and like-to-have 
to find a place that suits you and your lifestyle. 
If you’re thinking of making the move to Wairarapa, 
looking for a property that is better suited for your 
current needs, or getting help selling your home to  
someone who will love it as much as you did, get in 
touch with Linette or Gina at www.tremains.co.nz

Queen Elizabeth Park, Masterton.

Linette Bradbrook 
Sales Consultant
021 225 6453 | 06 304 7157  
linette.bradbrook@tremains.co.nz

A Lady with Grace - 12 Andersons Line, Clareville, Carterton
3 Bed / 3 Bath / 2 Car / 708 m2 Land
When buyers dream of a cottage rich in charm and character, they rarely expect 
something quite like Farrier’s Cottage. Originally built to house the bushwhackers 
and later the farriers working at the Booth Sawmill, this home is a genuine piece 
of Carterton history.

Gina Collings 
Sales Consultant
027 275 0145  
gina.collings@tremains.co.nz

Ph 027 246 4584 | www.thetankguy.co.nz

Call for a 
better deal on 

water tanks!

Rural large tanks and residential
Christine Osborne 
Property Manager

186 Chapel Street, Masterton | Ph: 06 377 4961 
www.mastertonrentals.co.nz

YOUR PROPERTY. 
OUR PRIORITY.
Our staff have over 20 years of experience 
in property management and we use this 
knowledge to give tenants and landlords the 
best service available.

Phone 06 378 8891
office@masterweavetextiles.com

Shop Online www.masterweavetextiles.com

Exquisite ALPACA, MOHAIR, WOOL 
Throws and Scarves
Made in Masterton

By MASTERWEAVE  TEXTILES

Lincoln Road, Masterton

Kylie Sayer 
P 027 713 0003 
E kylie.sayer@vegalend.co.nz

Your local 
trusted and 
experienced 
Wairarapa 
Residential & 
Commercial 
Mortgage 
Adviser

https://www.mastertonrentals.co.nz/
https://thetankguy.co.nz/?srsltid=AfmBOoo1UDoCg8t350dBK-pscM6Vu38CKLDUqcAGKwMsIuUXhe0wgUEk
https://www.masterweavetextiles.com/?srsltid=AfmBOor1xV9KtzVkzRii6exw7FlEU_srOzPvQUaPDoNHGmySSJru3kq-
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Sharing the load

Tailored to you

Boots and all

When Bernie Hiestand’s wheelbarrow wasn’t 
cutting it, he went on the hunt for a bigger one that 
wouldn’t tip over sideways. When he couldn’t find 
one, he embarked on a project to make his own. 
The Ōtaki-based engineer would go on to build 
a product totally unique, efficient, reliable, and 
brilliant. 
Bernie’s Barrow weighs just 28 kilograms and 
features a ribbed aluminium floor, moulded 
recycled plastic ends, and two wide rubber tyres. 
With a capacity four times that of a standard 
wheelbarrow, it can effortlessly haul a much 
larger load without compromising on handling, 
manoeuvrability, or convenience. Add-on options 
include a drawbar so it can be hitched to a ride-on 
mower and used as a trailer, caddies to hold tools 
or smaller items, a flat-deck tray to turn it into a 
mobile workbench, and attachable side panels to 
double the capacity.
Engineered to last with a five-year guarantee, order 
the ultimate wheelbarrow at  
www.berniesbarrow.co.nz

Self-made and hardworking, the Hawken Concrete 
Services team have an outstanding reputation for 
quality workmanship and tailored solutions. 
Established in 2021 by Jeremy Hawken, the 
business continues to grow from strength to 
strength as it enters its fifth year. Starting off on 
his own with nearly two decades of experience 
under his belt, Jeremy now helms a highly skilled 
full-time team who craft long-lasting, aesthetically 
pleasing structures that are the perfect balance of 
form and function. 
Hawken Concrete Services provide a range 
of customised solutions across residential, 
commercial, and public sector projects, tailoring 
their services to meet the vision you have in 
mind. From driveways to patios, paths to exposed 
areas, and everything in between, the precise 
and practised team apply their expert knowledge 
and skills to bring your ideas to life. For premium 
concrete services from Wellington to Palmerston 
North, get in touch with Jeremy today. 

Unlock the cowboy in you this Valentine’s Day at 
True Western Wear, a haven of high-quality clothing 
and accessories designed to help you live your best 
life in the great outdoors. Whether y’all ride horses 
or live in town, you can outfit the whole family here 
– Mum, Dad, and the kids too!
Located at Clareville Saddlery in Carterton and 
available online, True Western Wear stocks 
everything from jeans to bags, belts to buckles 
and boots from a range of reputable brands like 
Wrangler, Ariat, Thomas Cook, Roper, Pure Western, 
and, of course, the famous Twisted X boots. If you’re 
a hard-working rodeo cowboy, a cattle worker, a calf 
roper, or someone who spends more time on the 
ground than in the saddle, you’ll find a Twisted X 
boot to suit. 
As True Western Wear customers say, “These guys 
are awesome.”
“Their service and communication through the 
process of my purchase was easy and stress free,” 
Jony writes.  
“I recommend them 100%.” Yeehah to that! 

QUALITY CONCRETE AT COMPETITIVE RATES

Hawken concrete services L.T.DHAWKEN  
CONCRETE SERVICES

022 315 2137
jhawkenconcrete@gmail.com

• Wrangler Jeans & Shirts
• Pure Western Bling Jeans
• Ariat Boots & Clothing
• Children’s Clothing & Roper Boots
• Hats, Belts & Bags
• Montana Jewellery & so much more   

There’s a little bit of Cowboy  
in all of us.

Gift vouchers 
available!

3471 SH2 Carterton | 06 3796 494
www.truewesternwear.nz

True Western Wear

A great gift for 
Valentine’s Day!

The team at

help you get the
process underway

We’re experts in:
Irrigation, Municipal 
Commercial, and 
Domestic bores.

We also provide;
Bore servicing, 
Inspections, Pump 
installations and
Water sampling.

We’re experts in: 
Irrigation, Municipal  

Commercial, and  
Domestic bores.

We also provide;  
Bore servicing, Inspections, 

Pump installations and 
Water sampling

The team at  
 

will help you get  
the process  
underway

06 304 8989  

RESULT  DRIVEN  HYDROLOGICAL  SPECIALISTSRESULT  DRIVEN  HYDROLOGICAL  SPECIALISTS

We’re experts in: 
Irrigation, Municipal  

Commercial, and  
Domestic bores.

We also provide;  
Bore servicing, Inspections, 

Pump installations and 
Water sampling

The team at  
 

will help you get  
the process  
underway

06 304 8989  

RESULT  DRIVEN  HYDROLOGICAL  SPECIALISTS

06 304 8989

 

Get more done,  
in less time,  
with less effort.  
Bernie’s Barrow  
is the ultimate 
extra-large 
wheelbarrow, 
engineered to last 
from aluminium 
and moulded 
plastic, with a  
5 Year Guarantee. 

• Extra-large capacity – 4 times standard wheelbarrow.

• Removable end panels to carry long loads. 

• Ergonomically engineered for lightweight,  
easy and comfortable handling. 

• Ideal for firewood, hay bales, buckets of calf feed, etc.

• Two large wheels roll easily even with heavy loads and  

• Tool-less conversion to a ride-on mower trailer (optional).

• Flat deck accessory tray (optional). Converts your 
Bernie’s Barrow to a mobile workbench.

• Caddy (optional) clips to either side of your  
Bernie’s Barrow.

• High sides kit (optional). Doubles the capacity of your 
Bernie’s Barrow.

Recycled 
 polypropylene  

end panels

70mm wide  
rubber tyre

 
 

 

 

https://www.berniesbarrow.co.nz/
https://www.truewesternwear.nz/
https://www.griffithsgroup.nz/
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Crafting your dream space

There is no right or wrong answer in interior design. 
Rather, it’s about finding pieces that you love and 
that make your space feel like you. That’s the 
kaupapa at Guthrie Bowron, a decorating company 
in Wairarapa that is committed to helping clients 
create a home that brings them joy. 
Co-owner operators Amanda and Karl Herrick offer a 
complete design service at their Masterton location 
and at their new Greytown hub. They bought the 
Guthrie Bowron Masterton business in February 
2024 and have been building on the name’s 
excellent reputation ever since, creating a place that 
fosters inspiration and helps clients craft their own 
special spaces. 
A one-stop shop for any and all interior design 
projects, Guthrie Bowron has a huge catalogue of 
wallpapers, paints, curtains and blinds, and flooring 
to suit every taste and budget. The friendly and 
knowledgeable team are passionate about working 
with clients to create a tailored design that reflects 
their lifestyle and aesthetic. 
“Not only can we help you with flooring, window 
furnishings, tiles, wallpaper, paint, and homewares, 
but we can help you collate your ideas into a design 
concept”, Amanda beams. “We love being part 
of your projects and get very invested in what our 
customers are creating”. 
Whether you’re a professional painter, decorator, or 
DIY-er, or you’re simply trying to spruce up a corner 
of your home, stop into the Masterton or Greytown 
Guthrie Bowron stores to talk to the team about your 
dream space.

To be part of our next Where town meets country 
feature, call Frances 04 384 5179

Regional News

Slash your power account
COMPATIBLE FOR OFF GRID SITUATIONS
SOLAR POWER [PV PANELS / SOLAR WATER]

with a Marshall Heater ® / Water-Heater
• Slashes your power account

• Heats hot water*

•  Centrally heats your home
(underfloor or radiators)

 

• Airs and dries your clothes

• Heats your spa pool

• Mains pressure (if required)

•  100% NZ owned and manufactured
*Provided the heater is fuelled accordingly

Marshall Water Heaters™ Tauranga.
Ph: 07 579 2612 • Mobile: 027 250 9020 

Email info@marshallheaters.co.nz • www.marshallheaters.co.nz

Dual fuel, multi-fuel, solid fuel, or diesel

MARSHALL      HEATERS®

MASTERTON  5 Hope Street (behind the Fire Station) GREYTOWN The Hub 74-78 Main Street 
E. manager.masterton@guthriebowron.co.nz P. 06 378 6113  www.guthriebowron.co.nz

Guthrie Bowron are New Zealand’s decorating specialists, and are proud to have been a trusted New Zealand brand since 1896. 
Whether it be paint, wallpaper, curtains, blinds, flooring, or decorating accessories, our locally owned stores have everything you 
need for your decorating project. We can also assist by providing professional painting tips, colour advice, and a free in-home 
measure and quote service for curtains, blinds, and flooring ^.
^ Travelling distance parameters and conditions may apply.

FLOORING  |  WALLPAPER  |  CURTAINS  |  BLINDS  |  PAINT  |  ADVICE

BOOK A

https://www.marshallheaters.co.nz/
https://www.guthriebowron.co.nz/
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The Cardinal Rules

Heartbreaker

Engulfed by nostalgia, a woman stands at the 
funeral of a primary school friend she hasn’t seen 
in years. Thinking back on her childhood in a close-
knit suburban Catholic community, she questions 
how their lives diverged until two peculiar beings 
disrupt her reality, forcing her to re-evaluate her 
understanding of everything she thought she knew. 
Straight from a critically acclaimed season 
at Sydney Fringe, the multi-award-winning 
The Cardinal Rules is a touching, funny, and 
confronting coming of (middle)age story about 
facing the uncomfortable realities of the past and 
living in the present. As she confronts the truth 
behind her memories with the help of two Aunties 
from the ancestral plane, our protagonist must 
decide whether to stand up to power or live the 
comfortable life she always has.
The Best in Theatre and NZ Tour Ready award-
winning show makes its Aotearoa debut at The 
Hannah between the 27th of February and the 
1st of March as part of the New Zealand Fringe 
Festival, delighting audiences through relatable 
humour, staggering humanity, and stunning 
visuals. Originally conceived and developed by 
Hurrah Hurrah’s Rose Maher and co-written by 
Hurrah Hurrah artistic director Alison Bennett, the 
story also sees the pair as performers alongside 
Martelle Hammer. 
Directed by Ali Gordon with additional direction 
by Jo Turner, The Cardinal Rules is a touching and 
playful genre mashup that invites audiences into a 
conversation about the moments that shift our faith 
and perspective. 

Equal parts bonkers and beautiful, Alice May 
Connolly’s BOX refuses to behave. The New Zealand 
Fringe Festival show, which comes to The Gods 
Paramount between the 24th and 28th of February, 
breaks form as often as it breaks hearts and has so 
far left a slew of glowing reviews in its wake since its 
2025 New Zealand International Comedy Festival 
debut. 
BOX blends standup comedy and theatre into a 
mischievous, perverse, and unforgettable genre-
defying exploration of identity, family, and loss. 
Sprouted from a seed of an idea Alice May Connolly 
nurtured during her time at Toi Whakaari Drama 
School in 2016, she draws inspiration from when 
her boyfriend dumped her, her mother died, and her 
bike got stolen, as well as from an eclectic range of 
other sources that include the old camphor chest 
that used to live in the hallway, her mum’s obituary, 
high school dances, her mochaccino-drinking dad, 
Megan Fox’s toe-thumbs, and a big tasty glass of 
pee (it’ll all make sense when you see the show).
Written, devised, and performed by Connolly and 
directed by Finnius Teppett under the pair’s joint 
film and theatre venture Horse bite, BOX has been 
described as an unhinged collision of vulnerability 
and absurdity that will definitely make audiences 
laugh and possibly even make them cry. 
Dubbed “a bonkers heartbreaker of a solo 
masterpiece” by interim Comedy Festival director 
Gemma Gracewood, BOX will make you think 
outside, inside and every which way. 

New Zealand Fringe 
Festival

Meteoric machinations

Stand in solidarity

Three multi-disciplinary artists operating as Time 
Shivers – a creative Frankenstein’s monster of 
theatre, sketch comedy, TV, and film – will combine 
their skills, talents, and respiratory issues this New 
Zealand Fringe Festival to deliver F.ART! 
F.ART! is a poetry-based variety show centred 
around Bain’s three-year intervention anniversary 
that explores the seductive grips of addiction. He’s 
been sober for three long years and can hardly 
believe it. Can you? Come celebrate his journey 
with an evening of heartfelt reflection at his one-
man show. What could possibly go wrong?
As Bain confronts his conflicting approach to life 
and art, the divine and the demonic will clash and 
collide to form a dichotomous spectacle of poems, 
arguments, shanties, and choreographed (un)
professional wrestling. 
Starring, directed, written, and produced by 
the aforementioned trifecta comprising Aiden 
O’Malley, Oscar Fitzgerald, and Lachie Oliver-Kerby, 
F.ART! will give the people of Pōneke a taste of 
Time Shivers shenanigans before the production 
company begins its new life in Tāmaki Makaurau, 
where their goal is to Make Aotearoa Groovy Again! 
For short… actually, never mind.
However, with two plays, three TV shows, 
and a short and a feature film all currently in 
development, it’s safe to say this Fringe show won’t 
be the last you’ll see of this kaleidoscopic meteor 
of laughter, discomfort, melody, philosophy, heart, 
satire, discordance, and pure folly. 
F.ART! will suffuse Thistle Hall between the 19th 
and 21st of February.

In a series of protest songs and dances, Crows 
Feet Dance Collective and members of the Iranian 
Solidarity Group New Zealand will highlight 
the plight of the Iranian people living under a 
repressive theocratic regime. 
Woman Life Freedom is the second collaboration 
between the two groups – the first being held at 
The Hannah in 2024 when Crows Feet danced 
to Henryk Górecki’s powerful and evocative 
Symphony of Sorrowful Songs. This time, they will 
dance to contemporary Iranian music in a work 
made all the more significant by the current tragic 
and brutal crackdown by the regime ruling Iran. 
“As older women who have been through the 
feminist revolution, Crows Feet wanted to make a 
strong statement about the plight of many women”, 
Crows Feet director and choreographer Jan Bolwell 
says. 
Performing in Woman Life Freedom are two 
members of the local Iranian community, Bahareh 
Amiri and Hoda Ghazali, adding an intensity 
and richness through both language and dance. 
The performers will wear and use head scarves 
throughout as symbols of oppression and as tools 
to fight against political and social forces. Cultural 
consultant and founding member of the Iranian 
Solidarity Group New Zealand Aida Tavassoli has 
also helped guide this work.
Woman Life Freedom will be presented free of 
charge and outdoors in Odlins Plaza on the 21st 
and 22nd of February and at Campbell Park in 
Paekākāriki on the 7th of March as part of the New 
Zealand Fringe Festival.

Anna Graves. Photo by Sophia Toop.

Back to contents
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Lunar New Year
Light up Lunar New Year

Step into a world of light and wonder at the 
Wellington Lantern Festival, celebrating the Year 
of the Horse from the 12th to the 15th of March 
2026 at the stunning Wellington Botanic Garden 
ki Paekākā. This enchanting event invites visitors 
of all ages to enjoy a magical journey through 
illuminated gardens, starting at the main gate, 
winding along Pinehill Path to the Herb Garden, 
and descending through the Lady Norwood Rose 
Garden and The Dell.
Hundreds of lanterns will transform the gardens 
into a glowing spectacle, perfect for evening strolls, 
family outings, and unforgettable photos. Each 
display has been carefully crafted to celebrate 
culture, creativity, and community spirit.
On Saturday the 14th and Sunday the 15th of March, 
the festival will come alive with vibrant cultural 
performances. Enjoy music, dance, and theatrical 
presentations that honour the traditions of the 
Year of the Horse, bringing energy and excitement 
to every corner of the festival.
From the 12th to the 15th of March, visitors can 
explore the illuminated lanterns at their own pace. 
As night falls, the Botanic Gardens will transform 
into a shimmering wonderland, offering a serene 
and festive atmosphere for all.
Celebrate culture, community, and creativity under 
a sky filled with glowing lanterns. The Wellington 
Lantern Festival promises a magical, memorable 
experience perfect for families, friends, and anyone 
looking to immerse themselves in the beauty of 
light and tradition.

Taizi - Whither goest Thou?
Using high quality produce found in the Southern Hemisphere with East and 
West craftsmanship and pure underground spring water from the Southern 
Alps. “Taizi is a creation that could be both a stepping stone for the Western world 
and a New World baijiu for the Chinese.” - Derek Sandhaus
AVAILABLE AT: Aelia Duty Free, Ballantynes Department Store, major liquor 
stores nationwide, Bloody Mary, No.4, Hoi Polloi, Queenstown Ice Bar, 
Commodore Airport Hotel, The Elms Hotel.

• Before School Care • After School Care • School Holiday Programmes
Out of school care individually tailored to your needs!

Are you ready for 2026? 
Book now!

Contact us for more information: Email: aboutkidzoscar@gmail.com 
St Brendan’s - 027 616 0235 | Paparangi - 04 461 6347

2026 WELLINGTON 

LANTERN  
FESTIVAL
Saturday, 14 March 2026 & Sunday, 15 March 2026 
4pm - 9pm

Lanterns will be lit up from Thursday, 12 March 2026

Location: Lady Norwood Rose Garden and Dell Stage, 
Wellington Botanic Gardens, Glenmore Street. 
Anglican Chinese Mission, Glenmore Street.

Organised by Wellington Chinese 
Community Groups Trust

https://taizi.co.nz/
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Lunar New Year
Crossing cultures

Celebrate together

The Wellington Xiamen Association has partnered 
with Babaili Chinese Restaurant to bring a special 
cultural dining experience to Wellington featuring 
Min’Nan-style cuisine in celebration of Lunar New 
Year.
From the 22nd of February, Babaili will present 
traditional dishes from the Min’Nan – a southern 
coastal region in the Fujian Province of China – 
to highlight the culinary heritage of Xiamen and 
Fujian. The collaboration aims to promote the long-
standing sister city relationship between Wellington 
and Xiamen by fostering cultural exchange and 
strengthening community connections through food 
as part of Lunar New Year celebrations.
Established in 1998, the Wellington Xiamen 
Association is committed to strengthening the sister 
city relationship between Xiamen and Wellington 
while promoting cultural and artistic understanding, 
educational exchange, and cooperation in trade and 
tourism. 
Alongside the upcoming Min’Nan Food Week and 
an exclusive tour to Fujian Province in April 2026, 
Wellington Xiamen Association is focused on a range 
of projects designed to celebrate the cross-cultural 
connections between the sister cities, including 
expanding the Wellington Corner at the Xiamen 
University Library, supporting artist exchange 
programmes, and commissioning two sculptures 
for the 40th anniversary of the sister relationship 
between Wellington and Xiamen. 
To join the organisation, have a look at current 
projects and experiences, and find out more, visit 
www.wxa.nz

Porirua’s Lunar New Year has a new venue and a 
promise to highlight the city’s diversity.
The free-entry celebration will take place at Aotea 
Lagoon on Saturday the 21st of February from 2pm 
to 6pm, with music, cultural performances, market 
stalls, delicious food, and free train rides – plenty 
to enjoy for the entire family.
Lion dancing and performances from different 
Asian groups and the Porirua Youth Band are 
among the vibrant entertainment.
This is the Year of the Fire Horse, and the Lunar 
New Year, rather than being a point on a calendar, 
is about bringing people together and celebrating 
culture. Across the Asian world, especially, it is 
the most significant time of year – a day to clean, 
make sacrifices to ancestors, ward off unwelcome 
visitors, and most importantly, a chance to gather 
to eat. It symbolises change and beginnings for 
many people.
The second year it has been held in Porirua, 
Mayor Anita Baker says the colourful event is an 
opportunity for all to come together for a wonderful 
afternoon of culture, and embrace new arrivals 
who have decided to call Porirua home. It will also 
celebrate Porirua City Council’s new Welcoming 
Plan, which outlines ways the city can achieve 
positive outcomes for its multiple communities. 
“We want all ethnic communities to play a part in 
the diverse city that is Porirua, so I welcome you all 
to join us in observing the Lunar New Year. I can’t 
wait!”

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

SUPPORTED BYORGANISED BY

FESTIVAL EVENTS

             10:30 AM - 5 PM Asian Market - Craft Stalls TSB Arena

              11 AM - 5 PM Asian Market - Food Hall Shed 6

                                      11 AM - 4:30 PM Cultural Entertainment TSB Arena

               11 AM - 4 PM Horsing Around Family Fun Zone Frank Kitts Park

(Postponement date: 22 Feb)

Courtenay Pl, Te Papa & 
            Upper Frank Kitts Park

                   9:30 PM Fireworks Display Wellington Waterfront  

supported by Four Winds Foundation

SUN 22 FEB
Festival Day

SAT 21 FEB
     7:30PM - 9 PM  Galloping into the New Year
   

LNYWELLINGTON

https://lunarnewyearfestival.co.nz/
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Lunar New Year
A right, not a privilege

Adventure awaits

Ever left a professional appointment unsure what 
you were meant to do next? 
Now imagine English isn’t your first language. 
For many, that’s reality – and the stakes are 
high. Health and legal decisions hinge on 
understanding, and even a small grammatical slip 
can lead to devastating consequences that could 
have been avoided. 
Family members may try to help, but good 
intentions aren’t enough when accuracy matters. 
That’s why trained interpreters are essential. They 
ensure messages are conveyed precisely, reduce 
stress, and protect lives.
In critical settings, access to a professional 
interpreter isn’t just helpful – it’s a legal right. 
In other situations, it’s the smartest way to 
guarantee clarity for everyone involved.
Clear communication is a right, not a privilege. So 
if the message matters, don’t guess. Ask for an 
interpreter.

Storytelling is at the heart of every pinball machine. 
Inspired by books, bands, TV shows, and, of course, 
movies, the goal of every machine is to immerse 
players emotionally and physically through narrative 
progression. Add the mechanical satisfaction of 
unlocking the next part of the tale, and players will 
be hooked. 
Ye Olde Pinball Shoppe (YOPS) in the heart of 
Wellington is a retro arcade fitted with modern 
details and a full bar. It’s a whimsical wonderland 
where stories of all kinds come to life with flashing 
lights, dinging buzzers, and silver balls. 
Currently available to play are favourites and new 
games alike, including King Kong, Godzilla, Jurassic 
Park, Dungeons & Dragons, Labyrinth, Lord of the 
Rings, Medieval Madness, and Dune. 
Based on the Academy Award-winning film 
franchise from Legendary Entertainment, the 
Barrels of Fun Dune pinball machine captures 
the atmosphere of Denis Villeneuve’s world in a 
corporeal form. The illustrations harken back to the 
early days of pinball and are inspired by nostalgia, 
while the day and night cycle, topography, mapping, 
and details are crafted in such a way as to make 
the game as immersive as possible. 
The mechanisms are state of the art, featuring 
an interactive ball-eating sandworm, Harkonnen 
Harvester, and Thumper Bumper; a Fedaykin sand 
trap and ball lock; a Pain Box diverter, lock, and 
kickout; a desert power field and captive fork; 
interactive sculpts, and more.
In Dune, you play as a Fremen freedom fighter on 
the planet of Arrakis. During the day, you destroy 
Harvesters and kill Harkonnen; when night falls you 
see the prophesies being fulfilled as Paul Atreides 
ascends. Can you survive in this unforgiving desert 
and harness its power to the fullest? 
Sync up the day and night cycle of Dune with your 
Lunar New Year celebrations at Ye Olde Pinball 
Shoppe.

Children’s Day
Ngāti Toa  
Domain  

Paremata

11am–3pm 
Sunday
1 March

poriruacity.govt.nz/childrensday

FREE ENTRY

FREE ENTRY

Lunar New Year
2–6pm  

Saturday
21 February 

Aotea Lagoon 
Porirua

poriruacity.govt.nz/lunar

A vibrant celebration with music,  
cultural performances, delicious  

foods, market stalls, free train rides  
and much more for everyone to enjoy!

poriruacity.govt.nz/childrensdayporiruacity.govt.nz/childrensday

Cozy restaurant bringing 
authentic Vietnamese 
experience for your taste 
buds, served by our friendly 
staff; located in the coolest 
little capital – Wellington

146 Featherston Street, Wellington

04 974 8883
www.lesaigon.co.nz

Gift vouchers available

Quality Interpreting Since 1993

Freephone: 0508 468 377 | Email: info@interpret.org.nz
Website: www.interpret.org.nz

• Confidential • Professional • Accurate

Onsite, Phone & Video 
Interpreting 24/7

Ye Olde Pinball Shoppe   -   Olde-school family fun 
Open every afternoon and evening   
Bond Street, Wellington   |   YOPS.nz

Come in and experience DUNE
Available to play at Ye Olde Pinball Shoppe

https://www.pinballshoppe.co.nz/
https://poriruacity.govt.nz/discover-porirua/things-do/lunar-new-year-2026/
https://lesaigon.co.nz/
https://www.interpret.org.nz/
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Lunar New Year
With a bang

As the 17th of February approaches, the Year 
of the Horse prances towards us – a period of 
energy, action, and passion, emphasising change 
and motion, this year reflects a period that boldly 
moves forward. 
The Lunar New Year is the most important festival 
of the year for many cultures across Asia. It 
begins on the first day of the first lunar month in 
the calendar – the 17th of February 2026 on the 
Gregorian calendar – and ends with a lantern 
festival.
The lunar calendar works on a 12-year cycle, with 
each year linked to an animal sign. Though there 
are slight variations in what the animals are for 
different cultures, the 12 symbols of the lunar 
zodiac are: the rat, the ox or buffalo, the tiger, the 
rabbit or cat, the dragon, the snake, the horse, the 
sheep or goat, the monkey, the rooster, the dog, 
and the pig or boar. 
The legend goes that many years ago, the Jade 
Emperor decided there should be a way to 
measure time, so he enlisted the animals in the 
kingdom to compete in a race. The first 12 to make 
it across the river would be rewarded with a year 
named in their honour. So the animals lined up. 
The rat and the cat were not very strong swimmers, 
so they made a pact with the ox to ride across on 
his back. As the ox approached the bank, the rat 
pushed the cat into the water and leapt onto the 
riverbank first. The Jade Emperor congratulated 
the rat, explaining that although the ox did all the 
work, the rat’s cunning was commendable. The 
tiger was next, followed by the rabbit who hopped 
across on stones and logs. Despite being so 
powerful and more than capable of finishing first, 
the dragon came fifth because he stopped to help 
the others. The horse and snake arrived in tandem, 
but as they reached the shore, the snake slithered 
around the horse’s hooves and took the lead. Next 
came a raft carrying the goat, monkey, and rooster 
who had worked together, followed by the dog, who 
would have been faster had he not stopped along 
the way to bathe. Last to arrive was the pig, who 
found himself there late because he stopped to eat 
and then fell asleep!
Each year also corresponds to one of the five basic 
elements: metal, wood, water, fire, and earth. 
When applied in conjunction to the zodiac, the 
elements make the lunar calendar operate on a 
60-year cycle. 
With the Lunar New Year on the horizon, make 
some noise, dress up in bright colours, and send 
your aspirations up to the heavens to ensure the 
Year of the Fire Horse will be one to remember.

Authentic Japanese cuisine with a 
true Fujiyama teppanyaki experience

36 Taranaki Street, Wellington | 04 801 8699 
Open 5pm-10pm Wed-Mon | www.fujiyama-teppanyaki.co.nz

Foodies & cocktail enthusiasts ahoy! Take on 
a “Tastes of Asia” adventure at Wellington’s 
hottest new fusion cocktail bar and restaurant!

04 260 3030 | www.hideout.nz |     @hideout.nz 
11C Courtenay Place, Wellington

021 189 6039 www.aucklandfoodtrailers.co.nz

12 Months Warranty
Premium custom-built food trailers for various food & beverage ventures!
100% compliant with New Zealand standards.

Your leading local supplier of 
disposable food containers & 
eco-friendlY food packaging

     wellington | kapiti 

palmerston north | wairarapa

04 213 8295 
www.rpak.co.nz  

136 Gracefield Rd, Gracefield, Lower Hutt

4 SEASONS NAILS KILBIRNIE 
Specialists in BIAB/Builder Gel, 
SNS, Gel Polish, Acrylic Nails, Lash 
Extension, Eyebrow microblading, 
PMU, Threading & Waxing

04 387 4230 | Shop 14, Kilbirnie Plaza
22 Bay Road, Kilbirnie, Wellington

SuperGold cardholders welcome here! Proudly serving contemporary 
Cantonese cuisine, daily yum cha & dinner for over 25 years!
Yumcha: 11am - 2.30pm Dinner: 5:30pm - 10:00pm
04 384 6656 | Level 1, 7-9 Courtenay Place, Wellington
www.regalchinesewellington.com

PETONE

Located in the centre of Petone - Lower Hutt, Quest Petone connects 
you with Greater Wellington’s hidden gems, beaches, and restaurants.

Happy 2026 Lunar New Year!

Ph 04 282 1680 | 40-42 Richmond Street, Petone
www.questpetone.co.nz

https://hideout.nz/
https://www.fujiyama-teppanyaki.co.nz/
https://www.aucklandfoodtrailers.co.nz/
https://www.rpak.co.nz/
https://www.regalchinesewellington.com/
https://www.questapartments.co.nz/properties/north-island/lower-hutt/quest-petone
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Lunar New Year
Rat
...1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 
1996, 2008, 2020…

Quick-witted, resourceful, 
versatile, kind.
Lucky numbers: 2, 3

Lucky colours: blue, gold, green

Ox
…1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 
1997, 2009, 2021…

Lucky numbers: 1, 4

Lucky colours: white, yellow, 
green

Diligent, dependable, strong, 
determined.

Goat
…1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 
2003, 2015, 2027…

Lucky numbers: 2, 7

Lucky colours: brown, red, purple

Calm, gentle, sympathetic.

Tiger
...1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 
1998, 2010, 2022…

Lucky numbers: 1, 3, 4

Lucky colours: blue, gray, orange

Brave, confident, competitive, 
unpredictable.

Rabbit
...1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 
1999, 2011, 2023...

Lucky numbers: 3, 4, 6

Lucky colours: red, pink, purple, 
blue

Quiet, elegant, kind, responsible.

Dog
...1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 
2006, 2018, 2030…

Lucky numbers: 3, 4, 9

Lucky colours: red, green, purple

Lovely, honest, prudent.

Snake
...1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 
2001, 2013, 2025…

Lucky numbers: 2, 8, 9

Lucky colours: black, red, yellow

Enigmatic, intelligent, wise.

Pig
...1959, 1971, 1983, 1995,  
2007, 2019, 2031…

Lucky numbers: 2, 5, 8

Lucky colours: yellow, gray, 
brown, gold

Compassionate, generous, 
diligent.

Horse
...1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 
2002, 2014, 2026…

Lucky numbers: 2, 3, 7

Lucky colours: yellow, green

Animated, active, energetic.

Dragon
...1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 
2000, 2012, 2024…

Lucky numbers: 1, 6, 7

Lucky colours: gold, silver, 
grayish white

Confident, intelligent, 
enthusiastic.

Monkey
...1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 
2004, 2016, 2028…

Lucky numbers: 4, 9

Lucky colours: white, blue, gold

Sharp, smart, curious.

Rooster
...1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 
2005, 2017, 2029...

Lucky numbers: 5, 7, 8

Lucky colours: gold, brown, 
yellow

Observant, hardworking, 
courageous.

04 260 2601 | Tue-Sat 11.30am-2pm, 5-8pm 
128 Vivian Street, Wellington | tasteofhome.co.nz

Proudly bringing the authentic, comforting flavours of Chinese street 
food & fresh hand-made noodles to the heart of Wellington

DENNIS DAY | 029 801 9738 | dennis.day@traveloffice.co.nz
PEARL DAY | 029 558 9737 | pearl.day@traveloffice.co.nz
HONG LIU | 028 436 2750 | hong.liu@traveloffice.co.nz
MIKE DAVEY | 027 440 3977 | mike.davey@traveloffice.co.nz

恭喜發財! KUNG HEI FAT CHOY! 恭喜发财! 
Where the New Year Begins, Your Journey Awaits! 

YOU Travel 
& Cruise 
Wellington

Book your travel with experts who understand Asia 
beyond the map – its rhythms, traditions, and hidden 
moments.
Start your New Year adventure now - Contact our 
Asia travel specialists today!

Dine with us and enjoy complimentary 
handmade dumplings  

(Only on 16-17th Feb 2026)
ADDRESS: 15 KENT TERRACE, WELLINGTON 

PHONE: 04 384 1008

PLEASE JOIN US 
TO CELEBRATE

We are OPEN on Monday  
16th February from 5pm

HAPPY LUNAR NEW YEAR

Taste the Korean flavours. 
Feel the Korean culture. 
Only at ZZAN!

www.zzan.co.nz | 14 Kent Terrace, 
Mount Victoria, Wellington

Serving 
authentic
Sichuan  

Malatang  
in Wellington!

11 Holland Street, Te Aro, Wellington  
Open 7 days: 11:30am - 10pm 

04 385 2520

Happy 2026 Lunar New Year from 
the Lido Aquatic Centre Team!

50 Park Road, Palmerston North | Phone 06 357 2684 | www.lidoaquaticcentre.co.nz

Relax, swim, soak or work out! Have fun with your 
family at Palmerston North’s Lido Aquatic Centre!

https://tasteofhome.co.nz/
https://www.zzan.co.nz/
https://www.clmnz.co.nz/lido-aquatic-centre/
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Open 8am Weekends & Public Holidays.
Visit us: 133 Tory Street, Te Aro, Wellington.

Trade starts early. So do we.
Open 6:30am Monday-Friday
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Buy, build, renovate

Stairlift solutions

Your home is a cherished part of your life: a place 
to welcome family and friends, make memories, 
enjoy, and relax. It is a simple truth that staying in 
your own home gives you a wonderful feeling of 
self-reliance. With a tailor-made Acorn Stairlift, you 
can stay right where you are, keeping your home, 
your freedom, and your independence.
Our unique rail system means that we can fit an 
Acorn Stairlift to all types of staircases within a 
matter of days. One of our friendly surveyors can 
visit and give you a quote to suit your needs and 
budget, showcasing what sets Acorn Stairlifts 
apart.
Acorn has always been at the forefront of the 
industry. We have led the way with our design and 
innovation and are the first to be awarded the 
Arthritis Foundation’s Ease of Use Commendation. 
Take a look at our range and book your 
personalised free quote at  
www.acornstairlifts.co.nz

Back to contents

www.ecowindows.nz | sales@ecowindows.nz | Showroom at 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

Double glazing powered by uPVC joinery
Free measure and quote!   04 974 8930

We 
have moved 

to Lower Hutt!

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

Custom made 
Wellington Blinds

FREE 
measure 

and quote!

Exciting new fabrics • Wide range of blinds • Colour 
consultancy • Installation - Repairs •3 year guarantee
Showroom: 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

We have

moved to 

Lower Hutt!

DOES YOUR TV RECEPTION  
GIVE YOU A HEADACHE?

Get your TV reception problems fixed by our experts 
to ensure you have the best possible picture 
available using our professional test equipment.

• WE COVER THE GREATER WELLINGTON AREA 
Wellington, Porirua, Hutt Valley and Kapiti 
areas.

• STARLINK INSTALLATIONS

• FREEVIEW DIGITAL/SATELLITE TV 
We can provide you with local and around the 
world television and radio stations with no 
monthly charges.

• TV WALL MOUNTING AND SET UP 
Not only do we provide a full warranty, but we 
also guarantee that you will be satisfied with 
the results!

www.aerialmasterwellington.co.nz
PHONE 499 5353

Electrical Maintenance & 
Installation of Industrial, 
Commercial & Domestic

Contact Craig & Rachel August
P: 04 977 6983 
M: 027 447 8111

E: office@cmcelectrical.co.nz 
craig@cmcelectrical.co.nz

Wednesday 4 March

Monday 13 April
Monday 23 February

Monday 13 April

Gallery Hours: Sat-Sun 10-4pmish
6 Hannan Street, Levin | Ph: 027 416 6078
www.suelund.com

Sue Lund  
& Artist friends

Hannan Street Gallery

https://www.acornstairlifts.co.nz/
https://aerialmasterwellington.co.nz/
https://links-ltd.co.nz/
https://ecowindows.nz/
https://suelund.com/
https://justblinds.co.nz/
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Kapiti lifestyle
Sustainable, clean energy

Front End Solar are at the forefront of 
renewable energy solutions in New Zealand and 
internationally. They design and deliver cutting-
edge PV and hybrid solar power systems with the 
goal of substituting fossil fuels and de-carbonising 
the planet. 
Providing both on and off-grid solutions for 
residential, community, commercial, and 
industrial scales, Front End Solar integrate solar 
photovoltaics with wind, hydro, and battery 
technologies to meet energy demands and 
displace traditional fuels. As champions of 
sustainability, they empower customers to maintain 
and disseminate eco-friendly energy systems. They 
take a holistic approach and focus on community, 
empowering people to achieve self-governance 
of their electricity supply through training in the 
operation, maintenance, and delivery of renewable 
and hybrid energy systems.
Both consultancy and installation services are 
available from Front End Solar. Based in Wellington 
and active internationally, they have access to a 
worldwide network of collaborators and companies 
as they work with you to design the best renewable 
energy solution for your circumstances. When 
it comes to installation, the highly skilled and 
passionate team can provide both on and off-grid 
applications across the Lower North Island – from 
Wellington to Taranaki, Hawke’s Bay, and beyond. 
As members of the Sustainable Energy Association 
of New Zealand (SEANZ), they keep their finger 
on the pulse of new developments in the field, 
ensuring they operate to the highest standards and 
deliver customised and innovative solutions. 
The team have extensive experience in integrating 
solar with other renewables. Technical expertise 
goes hand in hand with a code of ethics based on 
the United Nations Global Compact’s principles 
on human rights, labour, and the environment. 
Whether from a consultancy or installation 
standpoint, Front End Solar uphold their vision 
of championing energy independence and 
sovereignty.
At the helm of this innovative enterprise are Dr 
Tony Bittar and Ian Shearer, who are considered 
some of New Zealand’s leading solar energy 
scientists. Managing director Tony has enjoyed a 
career spanning more than 30 years in the industry 
and has played an essential part in developing and 
designing solar projects for Front End Solar. With a 
background in physics and solar energy research, 
Tony is focused on consulting in the Pacific Islands, 
helping communities transition from fossil fuels 
to renewable energy in their fight against climate 
change. Director Ian is a specialist in the design, 
construction, and commissioning of renewable 
energy systems. He is dedicated to advocating for 
sustainability and community engagement as he 
channels his passion into deploying renewable 
energy technologies that drive positive change in 
New Zealand and abroad. 
By engaging Front End Solar, you’re not only 
embarking on a mission to achieve energy 
independence for yourself, you’re also taking part 
in a movement that makes a positive impact on the 
environment, supports community solidarity, and 
advocates for a cleaner, safer, and brighter future. 

At the leading edge of solar energy solutions
Providing clean and affordable electricity to homes and businesses

Design 
We design solar PV 
and hybrid systems 
to meet residential, 
commercial and 
community needs.

Deliver 
We deliver cutting edge 
innovative systems that 
drastically reduce our clients 
energy bills while also reducing 
their carbon emissions.

Empower
We empower local communities 
through innovative solutions and 
training to help them achieve 
resilience and self governance 
of their electricity supply.

Phone 022 400 4039   |   www.frontendsolar.co.nz

https://frontendsolar.co.nz/
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Kapiti lifestyle

Paekākāriki Escarpment Track.

Coastal call

What you need

Going the extra mile

Beaches and bush, culture and cuisine, flora and 
fauna, suburban hubs and scenic hotspots, the 
Kapiti Coast has everything you could want and 
some. Long, sandy beaches, cute cafés, creative 
spaces and boutiques, and an abundance of 
wildlife and natural beauty all come together 
to shape a lifestyle that champions quality over 
quantity and enjoyment of the simple things.
Comprising Paekākāriki, Raumati, Waikanae, 
and Paraparaumu, Kapiti is just an hour north of 
Wellington. Thanks to the mountain range that 
traps in weather, the area is often warmer and 
sunnier than the capital! 
Tracks and trails abound; parks and public 
spaces are everywhere. It’s a paradise for those 
who like to spend time outdoors. With a popping 
events calendar to boot, Kapiti is where nature 
beckons, art flourishes, and a seaside vibe 
infuses life.

Mahara Health helps Kapiti Coast locals be the 
healthiest and happiest versions of themselves. 
The small, friendly, independent medical practice 
in Waikanae provides a range of comprehensive 
services to help keep its community thriving. 
Mahara Health offers a range of wraparound 
services for Kapiti Coast locals, regardless of age 
or condition. From immunisations and flu vaccines 
to sexual health and family planning, the practice 
is dedicated to serving its patients at every stage 
of their lives. Enrolled patients can also access 
diabetes management as well as routine medical 
exams and ultrasounds. Minor surgeries and 
vasectomies can also be performed. 
Whether you’ve caught the flu, need some advice, 
or have something in particular you’d like to talk to 
a healthcare professional about, Mahara Health is 
here to help you live life to the fullest.

Jill Lampitt puts the real in real estate. A proud 
member of Tommy’s Kapiti, she has been helping 
people make their property dreams come true in 
this beautiful corner of New Zealand since 2009. 
Jill and her family arrived in Aotearoa from the 
UK in 2005. With over 20 years of experience 
in the industry, she had been an estate agent in 
Stratford-upon-Avon selling everything from country 
mansions to thatched cottages. 
“I have real tenacity and never give up on my 
clients – buyers or vendors,” Jill says. “It’s the 
biggest buzz taking a buyer to a property and 
without them saying anything, I can just tell it’s the 
right place.”
Alongside her tenacity, Jill says her listening and 
communication skills, as well as her attentiveness, 
are key to helping people achieve their property 
goals. She always goes the extra mile to provide a 
tailored experience that will guarantee a successful 
outcome.

Vasectomy & Minor 
Surgery Clinics

Casual patients welcome to 
attend Dr Roger Jubert Rosich 
vasectomy and minor surgery 

clinics at Mahara Health in 
Ngaio Road, Waikanae.

Call us on 
04 908 1000 

for more 
information.

Call us for a FREE consultation: 
Call Greg on 027 441 9544 

www.contractair.co.nz

Contract Air is a family-owned local 
business installing heat pumps 

from high walls through to ducted 
systems, servicing your existing heat 

pumps and more.

Heat Pumps and 
Air Conditioning

From Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti to Horowhenua, we 
provide qualified and professional arborist services.
Our services include:
• Tree trimming
• Felling
• Dismantling
• Hedging

• Pruning
• Full waste removal
• Tree health
• Planting

Fully qualified and totally insured, please get in 
touch to receive your free quote

027 343 8846 or jade@elitearb.co.nz
WWW.ELITEARB.CO.NZ

SUPERIOR TREE MANAGEMENT

JILL LAMPITT Kapiti residential & lifestyle specialist
M: 0272 477 769 E: jill@tommyskapiti.co.nz

TOP SALESPERSON 
KAPITI 2009 - 2025

TOMMY’S SUPREME 
AWARD WINNER 

2020-2023

Kapiti Knitting and Lotto is a lovely shop 
down Sunny Paraparaumu Beach.  
We have something for everyone. Wool, 
Haberdashery, Giftware, New Zealand 
souvenirs and Lotto.
Open Monday to Saturday
Phone 04 902 5455 
kapitiknitting@gmail.com
www.kapitiknitting.co.nz

THE GUMboot Day Express
SATURDAY 11th APRIL 2026

All aboard for a gumboot-good adventure! Join us for a special joint steam excursion to Taihape – 
the Gumboot Capital of the World – on its biggest and quirkiest day of the year!

Led by mighty steam locomotive Ab 608 “Passchendaele”, we depart the Kapiti Coast and 
Manawatu, leaving suburbia behind as we wind our way north over the spectacular Rangitikei and 
Kawhatau viaducts, including the iconic North Rangitikei Viaduct, soaring 81 metres above the 

river below, before arriving at Taihape!

Fares available departing Paekakariki, Paraparaumu, Waikanae, Otaki, Levin, Palmerston North, 
Feilding & Marton!

Book online at www.steaminc.org.nz or call 0800 783 264!

A JOINT VENTURE WITH FEILDING & DISTRICT STEAM RAIL SOCIETY!

Back to contents
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Reviews

First up in Circa Theatre’s 50th anniversary 
programme, this production of Tennessee 
Williams’ autobiographical memory play is a 
brave contemporary adaptation. It retains the feel 
of 1930s St. Louis and revels in Williams’ lush 
language, while pushing the themes into a current 
context and drawing the most from the play’s dark 
humour. 
Amanda Wingfield (Hera Dunleavy) is a faded 
southern belle who chose the wrong one of her 
many ‘Gentleman Callers’ to marry. He abandoned 
her and their children and is never seen but 
often mentioned as his actions have thrust the 
family into penury, despite Amanda’s desire for 
her children to have the same comforts she once 
enjoyed. The story is told through the eyes of her 
son Tom (Simon Leary) who struggles with a dead-
end job to feed his family while scribbling poetry, 
escaping into movies and booze, and dreaming of 
adventure. Her other child, Laura (Ashley Harnett), 
is withdrawn and fragile. In this interpretation, she 
is likely on the autism spectrum with anxiety and 
self-enforced social isolation arising from mental 
and emotional challenges rather than the purely 
physical one scripted. The arranged Gentleman 
Caller is Tom’s workmate (Jackson Burling) who 
Amanda hopes will woo her daughter.
The cast is excellent, all enjoying the beautiful 
writing and Williams’ careful character creation 
while giving their personas fresh life. Newcomer 
Harnett is especially engaging. She has far fewer 
lines than the other actors and her ability to 
express the complexities of Laura’s character 
through action and expression is a joy to watch. 
An unscripted and joyous moment in the second 
half that cleverly covers Amanda’s tricky costume 
change is a sublime moment of directorial 
creativity (Colin McColl) and acting brilliance.
Tony Rabbit’s stark white set reinvents the 
cramped Wingfield apartment and works well with 
his subtle lighting design. John Gibson’s sound 
design weaves in Annea Lockwood’s stunning 
music drawn from natural infra and ultrasound to 
underscore the emotional weight of the play.
Don’t miss this sensitive reworking of a gorgeous 
classic.

Below The Worms is an absurdist magic realism 
tale from a young theatre company that won the 
Parkin Development Award at last year’s Fringe 
Festival. 
It follows the story of two families who live in 
homes that sit within the same house. A boy, Sonny 
(Te Ata Tu Patelesio), lives in one half with his dad 
and ailing grandfather (also played by Patelesio). A 
girl, Mags (Sugar Rea-Bruce), moves into the other 
half with her mum (Rea-Bruce again, who also 
doubles as the witch). They soon become friends. 
The children’s world is full of unexplained magic 
that slips into the everyday, such as the garden of 
singing worms and the witch who lives next door 
with her bloodthirsty hound. Despite the terrors 
and delights outside, the homes live in harmony 
until a kept secret between the families is revealed 
and the world is no longer what the children once 
thought.
The two lead actors manage multiple roles with 
aplomb, expertly tweaking their physicality and 
voices to suit their varying characters. They often 
interact using physical theatre techniques and 
dash up and down the traverse stage, climb a 
versatile piano, and relax into quieter moments 
with practised ease.
The supporting group of four actors (Nadia 
Officer, Eve Naicker, Cypha Clark, and Kimiora 
Honeycombe) are a delightfully versatile choir 
and ensemble. Dressed in a base of soft browns, 
they are the garden worms who sing catchy songs. 
They’re also the witch’s growling dog, casually 
cocking a leg when their arrogant mood suits. 
In addition, they operate beautiful white paper 
puppets of the insects and birds that flutter 
through the garden (designer Grace O’Brien).
With a clever set made from clothes strung on 
washing lines, effective lighting, and an excellent 
accompaniment of live music from music director 
Sarah Lawrence on piano, violin, and guitar, Below 
the Worms is a deeply charming and whimsical 
story about childish innocence and what happens 
to it when the strange and unsettling adult world 
intrudes.

Set after the death of playwright William 
Shakespeare, The Book of Will is a mostly 
faithful retelling of how those nearest and 
dearest to him compiled and published his work 
to keep their cherished companion’s ideas and 
memory alive. With thoughtful direction by Janet 
Noble, The Book of Will reminds us that legacies 
are intertwined and highlights the profound 
impact that people have on us.
Whilst the loss of loved ones leaves many holes 
for the characters, there seems to be a bit of an 
empty space when it comes to the ensemble’s 
sound design. In performance, they do contribute 
to some ambience, particularly at the beginning 
of scenes, although a much more sustained 
soundscape could help evoke even more mood 
and tension within scenes. 
The performances of the Bard’s work throughout 
the play are captivating. I appreciate viewing 
his life’s work through a different lens. It was 
not necessarily Will’s own work in the end, but 
through the hard labour of those who loved him, 
we are still able to find wisdom in his words 
today. The show walks the tightrope between 
comedic and cathartic incredibly well. This is due 
in large part to the engaging cast.
Paul Kay as the overprotective but caring John 
Heminges, Ian Mortensen as the heart-strong 
Henry Condell, and Allan Burne as Richard 
Burbage (and other characters) are certainly 
highlights. Sylvia McKenna is excellent as Alice 
Heminges, and I would argue the crux of the 
story. Towards the end of the show, Meredith 
Dooley has a touching performance as Anne 
Hathaway Shakespeare. Like the compilation 
of Shakespeare’s work, the entire cast works 
together to provide us with a show as thought-
provoking as the man this show precedes.
Before this review slips from your memory like 
what would have become of Shakespeare’s plays, 
I’d recommend heading to Gryphon Theatre at 
once to experience Stagecraft Theatre’s poignant 
production of The Book of Will yourself.

If you want to be stressed for two hours and 29 
minutes then step right up for Marty Supreme, 
director Josh Safdie’s new film starring Timothée 
Chalamet that feels like watching the final 
moments of a heated sports match the whole 
time. 
An American sports dramedy, Marty Supreme 
smashes onto the screen in a rapid, topspin shot 
that lands viewers right into the thick of it. Marty 
Mauser (Chalamet) is on the up and up, or so he 
says. He’s America’s current ping pong star, or 
at least he will be when he wins the British table 
tennis open in a few days’ time. Wily, scrappy, 
angry, delusional, cocky, arrogant, and with a 
dream that no one respects but he doggedly 
believes in, Marty goes to Hell and back again in 
the pursuit of greatness – never mind the chaos 
he leaves in his wake to get there.
With camera movements that travel at warp speed 
and music sequences that change faster than a 
ping pong ball swaps courts, Marty Supreme is 
designed to keep you on the edge of your seat 
and gasping for breath. Cinematographer Darius 
Khondji employs a handheld style and tilted 
angles to keep viewers unsettled while the distinct 
grain and rich filter – paired with a meticulously 
crafted period aesthetic by designer Jack Fisk 
– unmistakably roots the story in the 1950s. 
Meanwhile, editors Ronald Bronstein and Safdie 
keep the tension high with the quickest cuts in 
the west. Composer Daniel Lopatin (aka Oneohtrix 
Point Never) crafts a score that captures both the 
feeling of the time and the seesawing story with 
a soundtrack comprising original music and 50s 
hits. Sound is constant; with never a moment of 
silence and continuously changing music, viewers 
have no time to catch their breath. Always building 
in momentum, the score captures Marty’s mental 
unravelling as imminent chaos closes in and his 
life becomes increasingly frenetic. 
As someone who isn’t the biggest Chalamet fan, 
I must give him credit where it is due. With mile-
a-minute dialogue and a complex, high-strung 
character, he makes every action seem intentional 
yet unpredictable. Gwyneth Paltrow and Odessa 
A’zion also deserve praise in their supporting 
roles. As for Bronstein and Safdie’s script – game, 
set, match.

The Glass Menagerie 

Written by Tennessee Williams 
Directed by Colin McColl 
Running at Circa Theatre till 22nd Feb 2026 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Below the Worms 

Presented by S.L.U.G (Society for Little Ugly Girls) 
Theatre Company 
Written by Te Ata Tu Patelesio and  
Sugar Rea-Bruce 
BATS Theatre, 3rd Feb 2026 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

The Book of Will 

Written by Lauren Gunderson 
Directed by Janet Noble 
Gryphon Theatre, 4th Feb 2026 
Reviewed by Zac Fitzgibbon

Marty Supreme 

149 minutes 
R13 
 
Reviewed by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Photo by Ruby Crossan.

Photo by Alex Rabina Photography.
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Book reviews
Black Butterfly – a memoir 
Written by Tony Hopkins 
Baggage Books 
Reviewed by Margaret Austin 

This book – a first by poet, performer, and 
storyteller Tony Hopkins – is a firsthand account of 
the life experienced by an African American man, 
born in Washington DC, and for the last 35 years 
resident in Wellington, New Zealand. The book’s 
cover photos demonstrate the breadth and variety 
of the cities Hopkins has lived in – readers may 
recognise them!
And the book itself? It’s chock-a-block with 
anecdotes, encounters, and observations – 
some rueful, some startling, and some salutary. 
Washington DC was the starting point: when 
Hopkins turned 13, his father told him he was now 
a man of the house, then added: “The first time 
you go to jail, I’ll get you out, but after that you’re 
on your own.”
If Washington DC was the chrysalis, our butterfly 
has now emerged. The sixties with its race riots 
had also arrived, and the murder of Martin Luther 
King Jr in 1968 sparked Hopkins’ initial realisation 
of identity with his “soul brothers”. Self-described 
as an angry black man, he headed off to California 
to join the Black Panthers.
Of all chapters in Black Butterfly, the one titled 
Streets is the most graphic. Our writer is now living 
in San Francisco, where there are brushes with 
police, stints in jail, sexual encounters, and, most 
engagingly, life with two street hustlers, principally 
one called Sophisticated Player. Their initiation 
of Hopkins into street life with all its temptations, 
dangers, and violence form a powerful picture of 
Hopkins’ life and times.
Further experiences and reflections on several 
years in Europe and then, finally, Aotearoa follow. 
They are enhanced by Hopkins’ tone, and here is 
where the importance of this work chiefly lies – it’s 
consistently candid and without rancour. 
Six poems accompany the text. The first and last 
deal with identity – effectively bookending this 
short but compelling story. “My identity is about 
who and what I identify with. / I’m grandson to a 
Cherokee / Although I’m no longer young, I am still 
gifted and black.” Bravo!

Giving Birth to My Father
Written by Tusiata Avia 
Te Herenga Waka University Press 
Reviewed by Margaret Austin  

Good Things Come and Go
Written by Josie Shapiro 
Allen & Unwin 
Reviewed by Jo Lucre

Vulture
Written by Phoebe Greenwood 
Europa Editions 
Reviewed by Denver Grenell

This lengthy collection represents a deeply felt 
grief enriched by celebration. Tusiata Avia’s 
father died 10 years ago, and the author 
confesses that she has kept the work hidden 
away for the last eight. That’s a clue to the nature 
of its content: how personally revealing her 
poems are both of herself and her family.
This is how it was supposed to go consists of 
an imagined account of Avia’s father’s funeral 
and the preparations for it. There is a moving 
reference to what he has been dressed in, 
namely his Christchurch Garrison Band uniform, 
and with his hair Brylcreemed as in his youth.
We get the eponymous My father gives birth 
that begins with a startlingly graphic metaphor: 
“I think about you in labour that night / birthing 
yourself out of this world / your pains coming 
faster and faster”. But there is no epidural for 
this, notes the writer, and the rest of the poem 
achingly records the last hours of a man deeply 
loved and revered by his daughter.
Tender images alternate with practical ones. In 
Dressing my father we get detailed descriptions 
of preparations for burial including mention of 
the injection necessary to mitigate the effects 
of Samoan sunshine. Most telling of the writer’s 
conflict about the revelations she’s making is 
in Dad causes an earthquake when, having 
experienced an actual earthquake back in New 
Zealand 3619 kilometres away from Samoa, she 
asks of her father “I wonder if you’ve had enough 
of me telling the family secrets  / excavating your 
bones in public like this – ” 
In one of the concluding poems, we get “First 
anniversary: We go to Dad’s house” where 
longing for a loved one is expressed thus: “I sit by 
your grave and the death sickness comes / I’m 
unsure whether it’s you who are dead, maybe it’s 
me.”
You are truly alive, Tusiata – grieving and 
celebrating your father and offering us readers 
the chance to do both with you.

Good Things Come and Go is a heartfelt novel 
about just that. The good things that happen, and 
what happens when they go. 
For Penny and Adam (known as Riggs), the good 
thing was their daughter Rose. She would also be 
the one to go. After Rose dies, and the enormity 
of her absence lingers, the promise of a solo 
art exhibition of her work sees Penny return to 
Auckland after years in LA. There she and Riggs 
reunite with Jamie, their childhood friend, now 
temporarily living in his uncle’s bach, he too trying 
to conquer his own demons.
Their years apart hang starkly between them as 
they awkwardly navigate the debris left over from a 
shared past long gone, and secrets long held. Their 
stories inextricably intertwine with the heaviness 
of what is the here and now. Author Josie Shapiro 
propels you headlong into each character 
seamlessly in a three-way narrative, each one 
jaded by the aftermath of grief, unfulfilled dreams, 
and faded friendships.
Shapiro artfully captures the presence of Rose, 
especially the heaviness of her loss, without 
being overly reminiscent or flooding the story with 
memories of her. Instead, grief sits at the edge of 
their stories, Penny, Riggs, and Jamie.
Penny, the artist with her big dreams. Broken, a 
mother without a child. Riggs, the perpetual big 
kid, former pro-skater, addict, fiancé of Penny. Also 
broken and now childless. Jamie, once a skater 
too, lost. Broken in other ways. In love with Penny.
Somewhere between the three of them, past 
wrongs will be exposed, love will be questioned, 
grief will be explored. With redemption and 
redefined relationships, each will learn how to 
carry on together, and apart, when good things 
come and go.

Setting a novel amid the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is a bold and risky endeavour, even more so if it’s 
your debut. Making the book a black comedy is 
even riskier. Is the reader willing or able to laugh 
at situations set amid a very real conflict that has 
claimed hundreds of thousands of lives?
In Phoebe Greenwood’s Vulture, journalist Sara 
Byrne is assigned to cover the 2012 conflict in 
Gaza. She stays at The Beach, a hotel that hosts all 
the international media, and has local minders who 
introduce her to key figures on the ground. She is 
still reeling from the end of an affair with a married 
man back in the UK and the recent death of her 
father, a respected scholar, and throws herself into 
her work.
Sara’s drive borders on self-obsession, more 
concerned with ‘getting the story’ than with the 
potential consequences of her methods. She 
blunders through war-torn Gaza, causing tension 
with local Palestinians, her minders, the fellow 
media contingent, and the newspaper she is 
writing for. She is a refreshingly flawed character 
and should appeal to fans of Fleabag who prefer 
their characters a bit messy.
While the book doesn’t shy away from the horrors 
of the war and the lives lost, the flashbacks to 
Sara’s chaotic pre-war life in London can’t help but 
seem trivial by comparison, even if they provide 
vital insight into Sara’s state of mind.
Greenwood worked as a correspondent in the 
Middle East, so she’s technically qualified to 
write about the region and the conflict. As such, 
Vulture offers insight (and a critique) into the 
media’s involvement, just not enough to balance 
the comedy. While the comedic elements lend 
the book the makings of a satirical wartime tale 
like Catch-22, they aren’t woven into a satisfying 
whole. There’s no moratorium on writing about 
this conflict, and although Greenwood should be 
commended for not playing it safe here, the book 
doesn’t quite reach the high standard set by other 
classics in the satirical wartime sub-genre.

Back to contents



36

The best of New 
Zealand

Relax and unwind at Crow’s Nest

Adventure Otago

Years of experience in Wellington real estate

For your next move contact me

Professional tree services

Enjoy the taste

0800 423 283
www.beavertree.co.nz

ARBORISTS & TREE CARE EXPERTS
DIFFICULT 
& LARGE 
REMOVALS

VIEW 
RESTORATIONS 
& REDUCTIONS

PRUNING FOR 
HEALTH

TREE & HEDGE 
TRIMMING

STORM 
DAMAGE & SITE 
CLEARANCE

CROWS NEST ACCOMMODATION 
OTUREHUA, CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND

M: 021 366 012 | E: crowsnestnz@gmail.com | www.crowsnestotago.co.nz

Dawn Whiteside  
Mortgage Adviser

Talk to an expert!

Proudly supporting NZ Cricket 
LifeDirect is a proud Major Sponsor of 
both the BLACKCAPS and the WHITE 
FERNS alongside being a committed 
partner of the Junior game.

M 021 0244 9851
E dawn@lifedirect.co.nz
W lifedirectmortgages.co.nz
A 284 Jackson Street,  
 Petone, Wellington

State Highway 6, Kawarau Gorge, Cromwell

GOLD PANNING, CHINA TOWN, SELF-GUIDED WALKS, GUIDED 
TOURS, AND GIFT SHOP NEAR CROMWELL & QUEENSTOWN

Mining for gold was reliant on water 
power from water races high in the 
hillsides overlooking the site with 
numerous sluice guns carving out vast 
areas of the hillside.

There’s something for everyone at the GOLDFIELDS MINING CENTRE.  
Our mining centre is located near to Cromwell & Queenstown.

Enjoy a day out at Goldfields! 
Vouchers available, lunch on-site at Panners Bar & Kitchen

0800 111 038 | info@goldfieldsmining.co.nz
www.goldfieldsmining.co.nz

Buying or Selling?
The answer is 
black & white!

Call Clare now!
Clare Newton Smith
P 029 920 3324
E clare@loweandco.nz

to recharge yourselves while fulfilling 
Tongariro – Turangi – Taupo journeys!

Stop into our café in the heart of 
Turangi Town Centre

35 Tūrangi Town Centre, Tūrangi 
Ph: 07 217 8888 | Open 7 days 8am-3.30pm

Back to contents
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What’s on

12th-15th Feb. Women’s Amateur Asia-
Pacific Championship: Royal Wellington Golf 
Club, Heretaunga, Upper Hutt – 9am. Royal 
Wellington Golf Club will host the eighth edition 
of the Women’s Amateur Asia-Pacific Golf 
Championship and is inviting the public to come 
witness the golf stars of tomorrow. Get to know 
more about the game, chat to the pros, and give 
it a go!

14th Feb. Heart Throb: A Valentines Day Drag 
Show: Ivy Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 
10pm. Faux Femm, Veronica Heart, Dickslexia, 
Sugar Tits, Maria Richman, and Miss Gendered 
are serving a night of drag, desire, and delicious 
chaos, where romance meets razor-sharp wit, 
jaw-dropping looks, and performances that hit 
you right in the feels. 

17th-21st Feb. Night Ferals: A Comedy in 
Dreamland: BATS Theatre, Kent Terrace, Te Aro – 
7pm. Snuggle in tight for the strangest dream of 
your waking life. Megan Connolly’s New Zealand 
Fringe Festival show blends surreal sketches, 
clowning, and improv with elements of internet 
brainrot and weirdcore, as well as experimental 
and visceral comedy, all wrapped up into some 
good old-fashioned dream-like theatrics.

4th-5th Feb. Hot-ene or Not-ene (Work-In-
Progress Show): The Cavern Club, Allen Street, 
Te Aro – 7pm. 2025’s Billy T Award winner comes 
raring into 2026 with a bunch of new jokes. An 
opportunity for audiences to get a glimpse at a 
comedian’s process, this show will be chocka 
with diamonds in the rough… and sometimes just 
a “thought said out loud”, Hotene says.  
Photo by Gareth Bradley.

17th-21st Feb. Night Ferals: A Comedy in 
Dreamland: BATS Theatre, Kent Terrace, Te Aro – 
7pm. Snuggle in tight for the strangest dream of 
your waking life. Megan Connolly’s New Zealand 
Fringe Festival show blends surreal sketches, 
clowning, and improv with elements of internet 
brainrot and weirdcore, as well as experimental 
and visceral comedy, all wrapped up into some 
good old-fashioned dream-like theatrics.

14th Feb. GinFlatables: The Bond Store, 
Birmingham Street, Paraparaumu – 5pm. Spend 
Valentine’s Day jumping for joy at a gin festival 
that features bouncy castles. Activities, games, 
inflatables, live DJs, and drinks collide to provide 
an evening of high-energy vibes and laugh-out-
loud fun that will provide the ultimate Valentine’s 
or Galentine’s date. 
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What’s on
Wairarapa
15th Feb. Greytown Up Close & Personal 
Presents: Burgin, Kerr, and Norman: Studio 
73, Main Street, Greytown – 4pm. Presenting a 
swampy melting pot of country, folk, Americana, 
and blues, this trio combines a love of storytelling 
and rhythmic grooves with narratives about the 
human experience.
21st Feb. Wairarapa Wines Harvest Festival: 
The Cliffs, Dakins Road, Carterton – 11am. Wine, 
food, and entertainment amongst the ancient 
trees nestled along the flowing river promise an 
afternoon of indulgence. 
25th-26th Feb. Allan the Shearer: Rewa Rewa 
Station, Rewa Rewa Road, Tinui – various times. 
Join Allan the Shearer, ShearSheep NZ Blade 
School, and Golden Shears competitors in this 
blade shearing demonstration.

Kapiti
20th-22nd, 27th-28th Feb. Nostalgia: Kapiti 
Equestrian & Vaulting Centre, Nimmo Avenue, 
Waikanae – various times. Nostalgia celebrates 
circus artistry, equestrian brilliance, and the 
greatest music across generations with equestrian 
vaulting, dancing horses, fire jumping, acrobatics, 
aerial silk and hoop, and more. 
21st Feb. Queen Elizabeth Park Open Day: Queen 
Elizabeth Park, Mackay’s Crossing, Raumati – 
11am. Explore the park, ride the historic trains, 
take part in fun family-friendly activities, browse 
the market, and catch live performers Fairy Cat. 
21st Feb. Movies in the Park: Waikanae Park, Park 
Avenue, Waikanae – 3:30pm. Pack a picnic, movie 
snacks, and a cosy blanket for a fun evening for 
the whole whānau enjoying Smurfs and Superman 
on the big screen. 

Events
14th Feb. Valentine’s Night at Te Nukuao 
Wellington Zoo: Wellington Zoo, Daniell Street, 
Newtown – 5pm. Get your date, your mate, your 
pals, or your gals for a wild night out at the zoo. At 
this adults-only, late-night event, hear talks about 
love in the animal kingdom while enjoying music, 
food, and drinks. 
14th Feb. Heavenly Bodies: Valentine’s Under 
the Stars: Space Place at Carter Observatory, 
Salamanca Road, Kelburn – 6pm. Raise a toast to 
love under the majestic cosmos at Space Place’s 
Valentine’s Day live planetarium session. 
14th Feb. Valentine’s at the Penthouse: 
Wuthering Heights: Penthouse Cinema & Café, 
Ohiro Road, Brooklyn – 8:15pm. Sip bubbles, eat 
ice cream, drink cocktails, win spot prizes, and 
go snap happy in the photobooth before watching 
Wuthering Heights. 
14th-15th Feb. Begonia, Dahlia, and Fuchsia 
Show: Walter Nash Centre, Taine Street, Lower 
Hutt – various times. Enjoy the beautiful flowers 
that bloom at the end of summer. 
18th Feb. Terror-Fi Presents: Whistle: The Roxy, 
Park Road, Miramar – 8:30pm. A misfit group of 
students stumble upon a cursed object: an ancient 
Aztec death whistle. When they blow into it, they 
unknowingly summon their deaths. 
21st Feb. Petone Rotary Fair 2026: Jackson 
Street, Petone, Lower Hutt – 10am. Jackson Street 
will come alive with food trucks, market stalls, live 
entertainment, and family-friendly activities.
22nd Feb. An Audience with Sam Neill: Circa 
Theatre, Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront – 
7pm. As Circa celebrates its 50th anniversary, this 
TACT fundraiser sees Sir Sam Neill join broadcaster 
and writer Ian Fraser in conversation to reflect on 
his extraordinary life and career. 
25th Feb. Downstairs at the Manor: The Green 
Man Pub, Victoria Street, Te Aro – 5:30pm. In this 
live action roleplaying game, step into the lives of 
the servants in a Regency era English manor. 
25th Feb. Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with Me: Roxy 
Cinema, Park Road, Miramar – 8:15pm. Enjoy the 
prequel to cult-classic show Twin Peaks as well as 
a raffle at this fundraiser screening. 
27th Feb. Terror-Fi Presents: Nirvanna the Band 
the Show the Movie: The Roxy, Park Road, 
Miramar – 8pm. When their plan to book a show 
at The Rivoli goes horribly wrong, Matt and Jay 
accidentally travel back to the year 2008.

Music
12th Feb. Kingston Calling Presents: UB40 With 
Ali Campbell: Waitangi Park, Cable Street, Te Aro – 
3:15pm. Catch UB40, Ali Campbell, Katchafire, The 
Black Seeds, and Corrella at a fun summer festival 
along Wellington’s iconic waterfront. 
12th Feb. Summer Camp Closing Party!: San Fran, 
Cuba Street, Te Aro – 7pm. Wellington’s finest 
artists perform across five nights in January and 
February. This closing session will feature Dillon Jo, 
Miles Calder, and Keira Batten Coogan. 
13th Feb. Jet: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, Te Aro 
– 7:30pm. Hailing from Melbourne and with 
awards and platinum records aplenty, Jet come to 
Wellington to celebrate the 20th anniversary of their 
smash-hit album Get Born. 
14th Feb. Dead Congregation + Concrete Winds: 
Valhalla, Vivian Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Greek 
death metal titans Dead Congregation usher in 
their inaugural visit to Aotearoa alongside Finnish 
maniacs Concrete Winds. 
14th; 15th Feb. Sue Thorby and Mr Moondog: 
Raumati Social Club, Raumati; The Undercurrent, 
Wellington – 7:30pm; 5pm. Two of the finest roots 
musicians in Aotearoa embark on a tour across the 
North Island. 
15th Feb. Hayden Chisholm and Unwind with 
Guest Rob Thorne: Futuna Chapel, Friend Street, 
Karori – 7pm. Performing music that spans jazz 
and folk as well as chamber music traditions, these 
musos will make you want to boogie. 
19th Feb. Boss Tenors: The Rogue & Vagabond, 
Garrett Street, Te Aro – 9pm. Smoking gun tenor 
saxophonists Oscar Lavën and Chris Buckland 
draw instruments at 10 paces, playing selections 
from the iconic Boss Tenors album. 
20th Feb; 7th Mar. Avalanche City + Mountain Boy: 
Wairarapa Events Centre, Carterton; Meow Nui, Te 
Aro – 7pm. Cinematic indie-folk singer Avalanche 
City offers a show that’s intimate, engaging, and 
full of the storytelling he’s known for. 
21st Feb. Earth Tongue: San Fran, Cuba Street, 
Te Aro – 8pm. Fresh off the announcement of 
their forthcoming third album Dungeon Vision, 
Aotearoa’s heavy-psych duo Earth Tongue return to 
the capital. 
21st Feb. Subsonic: Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro 
– 10pm. UK DJ Subsonic presents his rave tour 
Frequencies in the capital. 
27th Feb. Transvision Vamp: Meow Nui, Vivian 
Street, Te Aro – 8pm. British rock band Transvision 
Vamp are bringing their 80s smash hits down 
under for the first time in three decades. 
27th Feb. Planet Hunter: Valhalla, Vivian Street, 
Te Aro – 8pm. Forged in the damp-green depths 
of Wellington and celebrated for their explosive 
live shows, Planet Hunter unleash their new album 
Soothsayer. 

Performance
13th-28th Feb. D’ Things N Such: Circa Theatre, 
Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront – various 
times. Five fearless clowns with a broken 
compass lead audiences through a never-ending 
game of theatrical tag, where intense moments 
are created and then gleefully abandoned.
14th-15th, 21st-22nd Feb. KAT Theatre’s Presents: 
I Think I Can: Khandallah Park, Woodmancote 
Road, Khandallah – 1:30pm, 3:30pm. With laughs, 
songs, nonsense, and encouragement from the 
audience, young Becky’s three crazy companions 
show her how to win the day.
20th Feb. SABRINA vs BILLIE: A Drag Fundraiser 
Smackdown: Ivy Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 9:30pm. Calling pop girlies, sad banger 
devotees, fun and fierce lyrical loyalists – it’s 
time to pick a side at this Pride Festival Sabrina 
Carpenter versus Billie Eilish drag smackdown 
fundraiser for InsideOUT. 
20th-21st, 27th-28th Feb, 6th-7th Mar. Weekend 
Laughs: Abandoned Taproom Petone, Fitzherbert 
Street, Lower Hutt – 8pm. Emerging and 
established comedians take to the stage to bring 
laughs to Wellington audiences. 
21st Feb. Rice Queens - A Lunar New Year 
Celebration: Ivy Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, 
Te Aro – 10pm. Wellington’s premiere Asian 
drag divas Ness Quick, Faux Femm, and Foxy 
Cleptopatra have come together to put on 
a brilliant, show-stopping Lunar New Year 
spectacular. 

Sports
14th Feb. Southern Cross Round the Bays: 
Kilbirnie Crescent, Kilbirnie, Wellington – 6:30am. 
Whether you run, walk, or roll, Round the Bays is 
for all ages and fitness stages and is a great way 
for you to raise money for a charity close to your 
heart.
21st Feb. Valiant Pro: Live At The 162: The 162, 
Gracefield Road, Lower Hutt – 5:30pm. Witness 
the buildup for the Champions Challenge up close 
and in person with some of the best New Zealand 
wrestlers. 

Galleries 
Until 21st Feb. As the moon holds the sun’s gaze: 
Twentysix Gallery, Constable Street, Newtown. 
New works by Belinda Whitta, Kaia Waite, Kieran 
Trainor, and Sage Rossie-Tong form a web of 
relationality that traces light and shadow, ancestry, 
identity, and ecological rhythms – reflecting what is 
revealed, what remains hidden, and how we care 
for both.
Until 10th Mar. New Zealand Academy of Fine 
Arts Presents: Te Manu Muramura: Rydges 
Wellington Airport, Stewart Duff Drive, Rongotai. 
NZAFA celebrates themes of flight, movement, the 
sky, or waves and surf to complement the new 
Wellington Airport sculpture. 
Until 23rd May. City Gallery Presents: Recording 
Mauri: Moments of Light and Earth: National 
Library of New Zealand Te Puna Mātauranga o 
Aotearoa, Molesworth Street, Te Aro. This solo 
show by award-winning visual artist Cora-Allan 
is unapologetically political, deeply thought, and 
imbued with earth-toned beauty.
14th Feb-8th Mar. New Zealand Academy of Fine 
Arts Presents: Summer at Wellington Cathedral: 
Wellington Cathedral of St Paul, Hill Street, 
Thorndon. Responding to the theme of summer, 
NZAFA artists capture the warmest and brightest 
season. 

Festivals
13th Feb-7th Mar. New Zealand Fringe Festival: 
Various locations and times in Wellington. The 
Fringe is the craziest, most vibrant and bizarre 
time in our city. Get amongst the chaos and 
get out of your comfort zone with emerging and 
established performers.  
21st-22nd Feb. Lunar New Year: Various locations 
and times in Wellington. Markets, performances, 
street festivals, food, music, and fireworks collide 
to celebrate the Year of the Horse. 
24th Feb-15th Mar. Aotearoa New Zealand 
Festival of the Arts: Various locations and 
times in Wellington. Celebrating 40 years of the 
extraordinary, this avant-garde festival promises 
three weeks of thought-provoking theatre and 
dance, brilliant minds, glittering cabaret, fresh 
sounds, and more.
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For your inclusion in the what’s on listings 
email: whatson@regionalnews.kiwi. Close 

off for the next issue’s listings is noon 
Tuesday 17 February

Regional News

To the best of our knowledge, the information 
provided to us regarding the above events 

was correct at the time of press. Our company 
accepts no liability for events postponed, 
cancelled, sold out, or otherwise adapted. 
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Stump Grinding specialist in Kapiti. No stump too big 
or small. Firewood Supplier. Section Clearing. Green 
Waste Removal & Disposal Service. Wood Splitting 
Service. 7+ years experience. Fully Insured.  
Prompt Friendly Reliable Service.

027 211 3040 | kapitistumps1@gmail.com |        kapitistumps

• Stump Grinding
• Section Clearing
• Firewood Sales

• Wood Splitting
• Green Waste 

Removal

Authentic taste of France
Suite 1/2 Rimu Street, Eastbourne,  

Lower Hutt | Ph: 04 562 0071

www.tartinesfrenchcafe.co.nz

Professional House Painters in  
Upper & Lower Hutt, Wellington

VIET DUCVIET DUC
PAINTING & PLASTERING SPECIALISTS

HHAAPPPPYY  LLUUNNAARR  NNEEWW  YYEEAARR  22002266!!

Locally owned & operated | Professional and Experienced 
High Quality Materials | Quality Work

Call us at - 0508 VIETDUC www.vietduc.co.nz

HAPPY LUNAR NEW YEAR 2026!

Call 0274 939 903
E: autobuffntouch@gmail.com

• Mobile brush touch repairs
• Spray paint repairs
• Buffing to a 
 magnificent 
 shine
•  Small dent 
 & scratch
 repairs
• Plastic
 repairs

04 298 1919      www.coasttocoastblinds.co.nz

• Retractable Roofs
• Ziptraks
• Awnings
• Shutters
• Thermacells
• Timber Blinds
• Roller Blinds
• Vertical Blinds
• Curtains And Tracks

Free Measure, Consultation & Quote Service

https://www.facebook.com/kapitistumps/
https://www.tartinesfrenchcafe.co.nz/
https://gemini.google.com/share/de1f7bf411ec
https://www.fringe.co.nz/
https://www.coasttocoastblinds.co.nz/
https://www.vietduc.co.nz/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20353533755&gbraid=0AAAAApNJyftzI032KaFvZBqizsFp39mSe&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqf3rtqjLkgMV-6hmAh3YFQJtEAAYASAAEgJGrPD_BwE
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Discover clothing, books, homeware, and vintage treasures, all while supporting free 
hospice care in our community.

Your Quality Donations Help Us Turn Second-Hand Goods into First-Class Hospice Care.

Shop. Donate. Support Hospice. marypotter.org.nz

Cuba Street
264 Cuba Street, Te Aro
04 213 8382
Monday to Saturday: 10am – 5pm
Sunday: 11am – 3pm

Porirua
21 Kenepuru Drive, Porirua
04 237 2313
Monday to Saturday: 9am – 4pm
Sunday: 11am – 3pm

Miramar
136 Park Road, Miramar
04 380 7057
Monday to Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: 11am – 3pm

Kelburn
93A Upland Road, Kelburn
04 830 1680
Monday to Saturday: 10am – 5pm
Sunday: 11am – 3pm

Tawa
197 Main Road, Tawa
04 232 7798
Monday to Friday: 10am – 4pm
Saturday: 10am – 2pm
Sunday: Closed

Newlands
3 McMillan Court, Newlands
04 477 4115
Monday to Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: 11am – 3pm

Karori
255 Karori Road, Karori
04 476 0381
Monday to Saturday: 10am – 4pm
Sunday: 10am – 2pm

Thorndon
95 Thorndon Quay, Thorndon
04 472 5819
Monday to Friday: 10am – 4pm
Saturday: 10am – 2pm
Sunday: Closed

Paraparaumu
9 Kāpiti Road, Paraparaumu
04 298 5700
Monday to Friday: 10am – 4pm
Saturday: 10am – 2pm
Sunday: 11am – 3pm

https://marypotter.org.nz/shops/shop-locations-and-hours/



