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News
Christmas in the Quarters

Sunshine on a cloudy day

Christmas is back in Wellington with four free, fun-
Iilled, Zhąnau�Iriendl\ events in the Iour Tuarters 
oI our cit\. 3resented b\ :ellington &it\ &ouncil, 
Christmas in the Quarters is on from 11am to 5pm 
on 6aturda\s IroP the ��rd oI 1ovePber to the ��th

oI 'ecePber. 
0aNe &hristPas craIts in 0idland 3arN on 
6aturda\ the ��rd oI 1ovePber. 7here Zill be Iive 
craIt activities to enMo\ and Iace painting. %e 
entertained b\ &hristPas Pusic and perIorPances 
in *lover 3arN on 6aturda\ the ��th oI 1ovePber, 
Zith ever\thing IroP choirs to hip�hop dance, 
uNulele, and Pore. (nMo\ a &hristPas &ircus 
e[travagan]a and street busNing at 4ueens :harI 
6Tuare on 6aturda\ the �th oI 'ecePber. 7here Zill 
be lots of laughs, a giant wreath, face painting, and 
a touch oI Iire. 3ost \our letter to 6anta in 6anta’s 
/etterbo[ at an\ oI the above events. 
%e at :aitangi 3arN on 6aturda\ the ��th of 
'ecePber Ior 6anta’s arrival and an aIternoon 
oI &hristPas activities, including ice sNating, 
the snoZball globe, IoaP pit, live Pusic and 
entertainPent, and Iace painting. 6anta Zill arrive 
in a short ZalNing parade at ��aP and \ou can 
Peet the Moll\ Pan in his grotto IroP �����aP. 
)ood trucNs Zill also be onsite. 5ound the da\ oII 
with a Christmas carols singalong – Carols in the 
3arN starts at �pP. 
&roZds and Tueues are liNel\, but :ellington &it\ 
&ouncil is e[pecting ever\one to enMo\ the season’s 
celebrations. )ind out Pore at 
ZZZ.Zellington.govt.n]�christPas

:e’re not sure about \ou, but Ze can’t Tuite 
believe it’s nearl\ &hristPas� ,t seePs liNe onl\ 
\esterda\ that Ze Zere Zrapping up ZarP in our 
beanies, Pittens, and scarves to brave :ell\’s 
notorious sideZa\s rain. 1oZ, it’s oIIiciall\ suPPer, 
and Ze can alPost sPell the saussies si]]ling in 
the air as %%4 season begins. 
All of us here at Regional News are so thrilled to 
have spent another \ear supporting local creators, 
artists, innovators, businesses, charities, and the 
liNe. $s Ze ourselves Iace cost increases leIt, right, 
and centre, Ze NnoZ that ���� has not e[actl\ 
been eas\. :e continue to storP through the 
challenges and sideZa\s rain because Ze believe 
our beautiIul cit\ and surrounds are Iilled Zith 
aPa]ing people Zho deserve to be celebrated. 
:hether it’s a neZ band grinding it out on the 
underground scene, a pla\Zright about to tour their 
ZorN overseas, a hairdresser Zoven into the Iabric 
of their neighbourhood, or the café that became a 
suburban institution, it brings us Mo\ to Ieature the 
people Zho call and PaNe :ellington hoPe.  
:e NnoZ it’s eas\ to get stucN dooPscrolling, so 
Ze hope Ze’ve brought a bit oI sparNle into \our 
lives this \ear. 7hanN \ou in turn Ior reading and 
supporting Regional News, which helps us keep 
Iilling our pages Zith all the good stuII. 
:e’re oII on holida\ Ior a Ponth, Zith our oIIice 
closing on the ��th oI 'ecePber. 7hen Ze MuPp 
right back into the thick of it, with our first issue of 
���� out on the ��th oI -anuar\. 8ntil then, enMo\ 
the sunshine�
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Oh, yes they did! by Madelaine Empson

A tour de force

$ sprinNle oI pi[ie dust, a ZrinNle in tiPe. 6ci�Ii, 
Iair\tales, and theatre Pagic coPbine to taNe \our 
imagination to the next dimension in Sleeping 
Beauty: The Pantomime, an annual &irca 7heatre 
tradition that ParNs a ver\ special Pilestone this 
\ear. 
7he ��th suPPer pantoPiPe goes be\ond space 
and tiPe, Zith Zriters *avin 5utherIord and 6iPon 
/ear\ taNing the classic stor\ and PaNing it even 
Pore ² Zell, tiPeless. 1oZ Ieaturing tiPe travel, 
dinosaurs, &happell 5oan, and Za\ Pore, this is 
Sleeping Beauty as \ou’ve never seen it beIore. 
Loads of the Regional News teaP have seen the 
panto so Iar and have loved ever\ Pinute oI it. ,n 
Iact, )rances said it Zas the best pantoPiPe she’d 
ever seen. 
´7he tiPe Must IleZ b\µ, she chucNles. 
She also praised the singing and dancing, 
calling both ´e[traordinar\µ. :ith a dreaPlist 
oI pop anthePs rearranged and pla\ed live b\ 
musical director Michael Nicholas Williams on 
Ne\s, Sleeping Beauty: The Pantomime was 
choreographed b\ tZo oI its stars� -than 0organ, 
Zho pla\s tiPe�travelling 'aPe $nita 0inute, and 
1atasha 0c$llister, Zho has steadil\ Pade the 
transition IroP heroine to villain over the course oI 
eight pantoPiPes. 1oZ, she taNes a di]]\ing spin 
as a velociraptor� 'irected b\ *avin 5utherIord, 
.athleen %urns, %ronZ\n 7urei �1gąti 3orou�, 
-acNson %urling, 5achel 0c6Zeene\, and 6iPon 
/ear\ coPplete the cast oI triple�threat talents. 
2ur sales e[ecutive 7ung describes the season ² 
on noZ until the ��nd of December, then back for a 
tiPel\ return IroP the �nd to the 11th oI -anuar\ ² 
as ´ver\ upliItingµ.
´, Ielt ver\ happ\ leaving the theatreµ, he sa\s, 
giving special Pention to 6heila Horton’s ]an\, 
colourIul costuPes. ´,t Pade Pe Ieel liNe a Nid 
again.µ
0eanZhile, our revieZer 7an\a 3ieMus Zrites, ´,an 
HarPan’s set design, including a stunning painted 
cobblestone Iloor, and 0arcus 0c6hane’s lighting 
create a lush and vibrant stage Ior \et another 
Iabulous, Iunn\, and Ilirt\ pantoPiPe. 2h, no the\ 
didn’t� 2h, \es the\ did�µ

:ith her tradeParN cheeN\ Zit in toZ, 6outh 
$Irican .iZi coPedian 8r]ila &arlson is returning 
to :ellington to NicN oII the sill\ season. 7he You 
Don’t Say Tour Zill Mingle bell into 7he 2pera House 
on the �th oI 'ecePber, Zith Post seats alread\ 
snagged. 
“You Don’t Say is a show born out of sarcasm and 
stor\telling IroP the Pind oI a ZoPan Zho Pight 
be slightl\ out oI her Pind,µ &arlson beaPs. ´, 
cannot Zait to tour this shoZ and bring it to \our 
ears�µ
%orn and raised in 6outh $Irica, &arlson relocated 
to 1eZ =ealand in ���� to PaNe $otearoa her 
Iorever hoPe. 7he noZ Pulti�aZard�Zinning 
coPedian Iirst tooN to the stage in ����, taNing 
the coPed\ Zorld b\ storP and becoPing a true 
tour de Iorce. 6he TuicNl\ becaPe a household 
name in New Zealand and Australia, appearing on 
79s across both nations as a guest and regular 
on shows the likes of The Project, Have You Been 
Paying Attention?, 7 Days, Guy Montgomery’s Guy 
Mont-Spelling Bee, Taskmaster NZ, The Masked 
Singer, and Pore. 
Carlson has amassed a global fanbase with her 
signature deadpan st\le. ,n Iact, she becaPe the 
highest�selling coPedian in the ���\ear histor\ 
oI 7he 0elbourne ,nternational &oPed\ )estival, 
one oI the largest coPed\ Iestivals in the Zorld. 
6he Zas also handpicNed to Moin Must �� other 
coPedians in the 1etIli[ coPed\ series Comedians 
Around the World. 
&atch this poZerhouse’s 3ņneNe perIorPance 
beIore she ePbarNs on her biggest Zorld tour \et.

SNIPS
Holiday transport
)roP the ��th oI 'ecePber ���� to the ��th of 
-anuar\ ����, buses Zill replace trains betZeen 
:ellington 5ailZa\ 6tation and 3etone, 0elling, 
-ohnsonville, 3aeNąNąriNi, and 0asterton as 
.iZi5ail carries out Ne\ proMects and critical tracN 
maintenance, including the installation of a new 
signalling s\steP at :ellington 5ailZa\ 6tation. 
%uses Zill replace trains on the :airarapa 
line IroP the ��th of December to the 9th of 
)ebruar\ Zhile .iZi5ail replaces alPost eight 
NiloPetres oI tracN in the 5ePutaNa 7unnel. 
0etlinN passengers can enMo\ Iree travel across 
the region this &hristPas 'a\ on bus and rail 
services, including betZeen 0asterton and 
:ellington. )or Pore inIorPation and the suPPer 
tiPetable, visit ZZZ.PetlinN.org.n]�suPPer
Te Wąhi Ąwhina
7e :ąhi ĄZhina, a coPPunit\ support space on 
0anners 6treet, Zill close perPanentl\ on the 
��th oI 'ecePber. 7e 3oNapŞ Hąpori on 0anners 
and 7e 7ai 2hinga, the neZ \outh hub on :illis, 
Zill rePain open to support vulnerable groups in 
the cit\.

St Andrew’s 
on The Terrace

Children’s Christmas Service
Sunday 8 December 10am-12pm
Reverend Fei and the QMC Holiday 
Programme combine for a special 
celebration for the whole family, 
regardless of any faith or no faith!

Celebrating 
Christmas

St Andrew’s Church, 30 The Terrace, Wellington, 6011
www.standrews.org.nz

Christmas Eve
Sunday gathering 10am, Carol service 8pm
Please join us for sherry and Christmas cake 
from 7.30pm. The service led by Rev Dr Fei 
Taule’ale’ausumai also features duets by Pepe Becker 
and Kate Lineham accompanied by Dan Poynton.

Christmas Day
Morning service 10am

Lunchtime Concert: Resonance Choir 
– A Carol Celebration
Wednesday 11 December 12:15pm-1pm

Golden Bay Visitor Centre, 
22 Willow Street, Takaka

Ph: 03 525 9136 | info@goldenbaynz.co.nz
www.goldenbaynz.co.nz

Explore the Bay for more than a Day

http://www.metlink.org.nz/summer


Thomas Blunt Conductor
Madison Nonoa Soprano

Anna Pierard Mezzo-soprano
Filipe Manu Tenor

Benson Wilson Baritone
The Tudor Consort Choir

BOOK AT nzso.co.nz
TICKETS FROM $22

Wellington
Sat, 14 Dec, 7.30pm
Michael Fowler Centre

Handel
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Good tidings and joy

We wish you a messy Christmas

Holida\ Pagic Zill settle over the capital on the ��th

oI 'ecePber Zhen the 1eZ =ealand 6\Pphon\ 
2rchestra �1=62� presents seasonal Iavourite 
Messiah at the 0ichael )oZler &entre. 
)irst perIorPed in 'ublin in ����, *eorge )rideric 
Handel’s Messiah was composed with the intention 
oI being accessible to ever\one ² Zhether the\ 
Zere nobilit\, landed gentr\, or coPPoner. 7o 
this da\ it is one oI the Post perIorPed and best�
NnoZn oratorios in the Zorld. 
5enoZned %ritish conductor 7hoPas %lunt leads 
our national orchestra to deliver this beloved ZorN 
to 7e :hanganui�a�7ara audiences. ´7he Pagic 
of Messiah is that it is a Poveable Ieast ² no 
Patter Zhat Iorces \ou have at \our disposal the 
perIorPance is alZa\s valid« it Zill alZa\s inspire,µ 
Paestro %lunt sa\s. ´, aP absolutel\ thrilled to 
be perIorPing it in :ellington. 1=62’s e[cellent 
reputation precedes it, and ,’P ver\ Puch looNing 
IorZard to collaborating Zith theP, as Zell as 7he 
7udor &onsort choir and the soloists.µ
Joining the conductor are soprano Madison Nonoa, 
Pe]]o�soprano $nna 3ierard, tenor )ilipe 0anu, and 
baritone %enson :ilson, all oI ZhoP are Iinalists 
or winners of the prestigious Lexus Song Quest 
and PaNing strides in their international careers. 
7opped oII Zith the harPonies and Pelodies oI 
:ellington’s beloved Pedieval and 5enaissance 
choral ensePble 7he 7udor &onsort, Messiah will all 
but guarantee Mo\ Ior the holida\ season and good 
tidings Ior the coPing 1eZ <ear.

7he 3antoloons are NnoZn Ior putting a di]]\ing 
spin on classic stories like Cinderella and 
Rapunzel, Puss in Boots and Sherlock Holmes. 
%ursting Zith song and dance, colourIul costuPes 
and sparNl\ sets, and giggles aplent\, these 
rollicNing pantoPiPes have been enMo\ed b\ little 
and big kids throughout the region for the past 11 
\ears. 
1oZ, the beloved children’s theatre coPpan\ is 
about to ho ho ho and he he he into /oZer Hutt’s 
/ittle 7heatre Ior tZo &hristPas shoZs at ��aP 
and �pP on the ��st of December and one at 
6outhZard 7heatre in 3araparauPu at �pP on 
the ��nd. 7his Zill be Zriter and director $Panda 
6tone’s Iirst panto dedicated entirel\ to the sill\ 
season ² but it didn’t start out that Za\� 
´, thought, let’s tr\ a &hristPas shoZ ² Must a 
siPple one Zith a IeZ songsµ, she sa\s. 1ot 
thinNing an\ oI her 3antoloons Zould Zant to be 
in it, she put the Tuestion out and all oI a sudden 
´had too Pan\ people to choose IroP�µ
,n Must Iour ZeeNs, $Panda Zhipped up A Very 
Messy Christmas, Zhich sees �� actors pla\ing 
ever\one IroP 6anta and 0rs &laus to sneaN\ 
elves (lIis and )ree]le, Zho get their sticN\ hands 
on the 1aught\ or 1ice list� 1ot to spoil too Puch, 
but Neep an e\e out Ior a giant gingerbread Pan 
and a vintage 3oll\ 3ocNet IroP the ��s� 
:ith loads oI interest alread\ pouring in IroP 
audiences, $Panda and 7he 3antoloons are Must 
loving the shoZ. 
´,t’s got such a Moll\, happ\ Ieeling to itµ, she 
delights.

Back to contents

Madison Nonoa. Photo by Thiruna Selvaratnam.
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A super rock soirée

,I, liNe this audience PePber, \ou’re a Ian oI the 
Come Together concert series, which features 
´soPe oI the best classic rocN songs being pla\ed 
b\ 1eZ =ealand’s best rocNersµ, \ou’re in Ior a 
Zhopper this suPPer. ,I \ou’re not \et, consider 
this \our oIIicial invitation to a super rocN soirpe 
that’ll soon change that�
Come Together Zill Zrap up the \ear Zith a 
riotous riII at 6t -aPes 7heatre on )rida\ the ��th

oI 'ecePber. 7he Big End of Year Bash stars fan 
Iavourites 0ilan %orich �3luto�, -ulia 'eans �)ur 
3atrol�, 'ianne 6Zann �:hen the &at’s $Za\�, 
:ellingtonian 6eaPus -ohnson �6ea 0ouse�, 
and 'evilsNin’s -ennie 6Nulander >pictured@, 
who floored audiences with her powerful and 
coPpelling voice in the sold�out Come Together – 
Led Zeppelin IV tour. $nd speaNing oI /ed =ep«
7raditionall\, these shoZs hero one legendar\ 
artist per concert, Zith a pla\�b\�pla\ oI one oI 
their best albuPs in the Iirst halI IolloZed b\ a set 
oI their deep cuts in the second. )roP 8� to 7he 
%eatles, 7he 5olling 6tones to )leetZood 0ac, 
Come Together has honoured so Pan\ oI the 
greats over the past Iour \ears. &ollating the best 
of the best, the Big End of Year Bash includes a 
handpicNed setlist IroP the liNes oI 'avid %oZie, 
Neil Young, and of course, Led Zeppelin, whose 
hit Stairway to Heaven Zas voted the nuPber�one 
song oI all tiPe b\ the people Zho NnoZ best� the 
Come Together audience.

Whakarongo mai

Reach for the sun by Madelaine Empson

More pull than Pavarotti! 

/isten up, .,7$ Iriends. 7he s\nth�pop dreaP oI 
a 3ņneNe band Zant to shaNe oII the \ear Zith 
\ou and pass on their gratitude Ior \our love and 
support at 5ogue 	 9agabond on the ��th of 
'ecePber. 
7he gig comes a week after the release of the music 
video Ior Chasing Summer, a first-time collaboration 
betZeen .,7$’s guitarist and stor\teller 1iNita 雅
涵 7u�%r\ant and %ritish artist $n 2gre, 1eil &rispin 
$ldridge’s pop electronica output. :hile it’s not one 
of their songs per se, the Chasing Summer Music 
Video Release part\ Zill be all .,7$ all night, Zith 
a classic set spanning their discograph\ and their 
rendition oI the neZ single ² about chasing onl\ the 
good tiPes and den\ing Zinter ² at the ver\ place 
the\ Iirst cut their teeth. 
)ans Pight’ve noticed it’s been a Tuiet \ear Ior the 
band, but that does not Pean it hasn’t been bus\� 
1iNita’s been Iinishing her IilP Love Lives Here, 
inspired b\ .,7$’s latest (3 IroP ����. Her and 
(d ¶0oog�0an’ =uccollo �s\nth, Ne\s� have been 
scoring the feature-length film and ask fans to 
Zatch this space, because the\’ve been ´cooNing 
up bigµ. &ue ´nervous laughterµ� 
$dditionall\, 1iNita has been on the Irontlines oI the 
World of WearableArt Awards™, headlining the epic 
���� shoZ DREAM AWAKE. 7he 0oog�0an is in the 
thick of releasing his debut album, and drummer 
5icN &ranson Zas seen Ilitting his sticNs about at 
the :ellington -a]] )estival. &oPe ring in the sill\ 
season Zith the talented trio�

6olar 'a]e began in spring oI ���� Zhen a group 
oI liNe�Pinded Pusos started MaPPing ideas that 
the\’d conceptualised but not \et had the chance 
to actualise. 
´7hings liNe beats that Zere Pade b\ producers 
and '-s, or having space Ior the Pusicians to 
iPprovise and e[press thePselvesµ, bassist 3eter 
HaPilton sa\s. ´:e Zere tr\ing to pla\ things that 
Zould Ieel great on stage and great in an audience. 
$ vibe that people tooN soPething IroP, Zhether it 
Zas liNe the incredible gigs Ze’ve been personall\ 
inspired b\, or siPpl\ a Iun shoZ.µ 
7his Zent on Ior a Ponth or tZo until the\ had to sit 
down and come up with a name for their upcoming 
debut gig. 
“We all liked the idea of something to do with 
the coPing suPPer� Iire and energ\µ, HaPilton 
continues. 6tarting oII as )laPe ² st\lised as 
)/$0� as a bit oI a MoNe that stucN ² the neo�soul 
group knew an upgrade was in order and “reached 
Ior the sunµ Zith 6olar 'a]e. 7he noZ�si[�piece is 
happil\ anticipating the release oI their neZ single 
Don’t Fall on the ��th of December, the second 
IroP their upcoPing (3. 
´:e’re sloZing doZn the pace to soPething a 
little Pore introspective. :e’ve stripped bacN 
the instruPents so that \ou can hear that it is a 
sentiPental piece about IaPil\ and liIe. :e thinN 
the Pusicalit\ Peets the intentions Ze set and Ze 
hope the stor\ speaNs Ior itselIµ, HaPilton sa\s. 
Come get a sneak peek of the new single and 
part\ Zith 6olar 'a]e ² sharing the stage Zith their 
Pates IroP )u]].)P and <aZner ² at 0eoZ on the 
��th oI 'ecePber.

1eZ =ealand’s prePier sa[ Tuartet is about to 
deliver a s\Pphon\ oI sounds at 6t $ndreZ’s 
on 7he 7errace at �pP on 6unda\ the ��th of 
'ecePber. )roP sZing to tango, classical to 
cutting�edge contePporar\, audiences can e[pect 
the ensePble’s usual eclectic Pi[ oI genres Zith 
even Pore Naleidoscopic surprises throZn into 
the mix, making for a tune-spanning, toe-tapping 
concert to delight Pusic lovers oI all ages.
)olloZing the success oI their ��th anniversar\ 
perIorPance last \ear, 6a[cess ² Iounded and led 
b\ soprano sa[ pla\er 'ebbie 5aZson Zith 5ichar 
0arin �soprano�alto�, 3eter /ile\ �tenor�, and 7iP 
:orNPan �baritone� ² are throZing this concert 
to IareZell 3eter, Zhose MaZ�dropping iPprovs on 
a huge, battered, ����\ear�old sa[ophone have 
gobsPacNed audiences ever\ tiPe. 6adl\, 3eter is 
leaving the group, so this Zill be \our last chance 
to Zitness this e[ceptional talent Iirsthand. ,n 
perIorPing soPe oI 3eter’s coPpositions, plus 
evocative Pusic IroP 5ichar’s native &oloPbia, 
6a[cess Zill ZelcoPe neZ pla\er )ran] 2Pbler 
�alto� into the Iold. 
Guest artists are saxophonists Mark Cookson, 
3atricN Ha\es, and $le[ 7rasN, and percussionists 
$nne 0egget, 7iP 'onahue, and IorPer 6a[cess 
pla\er *rahaP HaniI\, Zho’ll PaNe a caPeo 
appearance on c\Pbals. ,t all concludes Zith 
a percussive bang� a Iull sa[ophone octet, Zith 
percussion�
([pect to hear an\thing and ever\thing from a solo 
to eight sa[ pla\ers, a 8Nrainian &hristPas song 
to a rousing march IroP ´one oI 1eZ =ealand’s 
greatest Pusical e[portsµ �The Post� ² Pusicians 
Zho ´bleZ up a storPµ �The Sydney Morning 
Herald) and ´have Pore pull than 3avarottiµ �The 
Post�.

Back to contents

Nikita 雅涵 Tu-Bryant.

Peter Liley.



2n the �th oI 'ecePber, 1eZ =ealand’s longest�
running burlesTue�Peets�cabaret variet\ shoZ 
Zill decN 7he )ringe %ar Zith boughs oI holl\ and 
seTuins strung on Ieather boas in A Very Merry 
Caburlesque – the onl\ non�thePed holida\ shoZ 
oI the season.
%ut isn’t that basicall\ an o[\Poron"
“Caburlesque is known for its themed show in 
Zhich perIorPers Pust adhere to a speciIic thingµ, 
producer $drienne /indsa\ e[plains, citing the 
animal-speckled Zoolesque as an e[aPple. ´$ non�
thePed holida\ shoZ Peans that it’s a &hristPas 
shoZ but the perIorPers can do absolutel\ 
an\thing the\ Zant.µ
6o, Zith local and national artists liNe 0s.%ehavin 
	 :aterlil\, 0idnight 0istress, -ohnn\ 3ash, 3ip 
(�/\saah 	 7he 5ed 4ueens, %illie -ean, $urora 
Storm, and
9elPa &herr\ perIorPing burlesTue, pole, bell\ 
dance, and Pore in an\ thePe the\ Zant, Zhat 
Pight their acts looN liNe" 
:hile /indsa\ doesn’t Zant to give too Puch aZa\, 
,’P treated to a tin\ teaser� 
´:e do have soPe &hristPas�thePed acts but 
also a construction ZorNer Pa\ be PaNing an 
appearance along Zith a horse.µ 
:ith glittering goddess &onstance &raving in 
the 0& HaPPer seat, the ��th A Very Merry 
Caburlesque Zill be a Perr\ and bright seasonal 
delight.  
“Caburlesque has been a driving Iorce in the 
burlesTue scene in :ellington Ior Tuite soPe 
tiPeµ, /indsa\ sa\s, adding that reaching their ��th

iteration is such an e[citing tiPe Ior the teaP. ´:e 
liNe to celebrate the end oI each \ear Zith a bang 
and this \ear is no diIIerent�µ 
6addle up Ior a &hristPas part\ liNe no other�
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Unglamorous and glorious

End-of-year antics

:hen 6arah 0illican Zas a bairn, she Zouldn’t sa\ 
boo to a goose. 6he describes herselI as Tuiet at 
school, not Pan\ Iriends, no boobs until she Zas 
��. 1oZ" :ell, noZ she sa\s she is loud, Zith good 
Iriends, a cracNing racN, and booing geese all over 
the shop� 
&oPing to :ellington’s 0ichael )oZler &entre 
in the neZ \ear Zith three cracN�up shoZs ² tZo 
oI Zhich are sold out ² 0illican Zill leave \ou in 
stitches and in tears between the 11th and ��th of 
-anuar\ Zith her neZ shoZ Late Bloomer. 
,n her one�ZoPan stand�up shoZ, 0illican taNes 
audiences on a Mourne\ detailing hoZ that sh\ girl 
came out of her shell and became the woman she 
is toda\. :ho Pight that be, \ou Pa\ asN" 
2nl\ one oI the Zorld’s Post Zell�loved %ritish 
coPedians� 2ver the \ears, her Zorld touring 
shoZs have been seen b\ �.� Pillion people, Zith 
her previous tour coPing Iace to Iace Zith ���,��� 
Ians. 0ore vieZers still Zould have gliPpsed her 
on the tell\ on shoZs liNe QI, Live at the Apollo, 
Taskmaster, or her oZn criticall\ acclaiPed %%& 
series The Sarah Millican Television Programme.
Millican is also a Sunday Times bestselling author 
and the creator of the Standard Issue podcast – 
a sPart and Iunn\ Paga]ine�st\le shoZ Pade b\ 
ZoPen, Ior ZoPen. 
Dubbed “the comic laureate of unglamourous-but-
glorious ZoPanhoodµ b\ The Guardian, Millican 
invites \ou along to Late Bloomer to laugh at her, 
Zith her, and beside her.

8nabashed and olive�Iuelled, the Zorld’s onl\ surreal 
sNetch circus trio /aser .iZi is sleighing into the sill\ 
season Zith their annual Pind�bending variet\ shoZ 
IDIOM. 
7he beautiIul and bi]arre perIorPance Zill unravel at 
7e $uaha on the ��th and 15th of December, bringing 
Zith it top�notch circus acts, coPed\ capers, Pusical 
Pa\heP, delectable dance nuPbers, and so Puch 
Pore. 
6trange as it Pa\ seeP, IDIOM will be star-studded 
with leading local and international talents at the 
top oI their gaPe. 7he ZacN\ \et ZonderIul lineup 
includes tZo oI 1eZ =ealand’s best calisthenics 
athletes, virtuoso tap dancer IroP 7iParu &aleb 
Cameron, and aerial acrobat and circus performer 
1icole 0aise\. $ustralian hula hoop and Pini�traPp 
e[traordinaire 6hona &onacher MuPps in alongside 
out�the�bo[, %ill\ 7 aZard�Zinning coPedian 'avid 
Correos as the stars shining bright at the top of the 
da]]ling IDIOM oIIering.  
Sprinkling their signature charm throughout the 
shoZ Zill be organisers /aser .iZi Zith their uniTue, 
aZard�Zinning perIorPance st\le, soPething 
that has taNen theP around the Zorld on several 
occasions. %acN in :ellington to Zrap up the 
\ear IroP their hoPe base, the travelling troupe 
describes IDIOM as “a celebration of the bonkers 
things the perIorPers have decided to dedicate their 
lives toµ. 
Chocka with charm and decked out with left-field 
/aser .iZi goodness, start \our holida\ season 
unZrapping the giIt that Neeps on giving at IDIOM.

Have yourself… by Madelaine Empson

Stories from the past

:ill \ou step into 0a\’s red shoes, or IolloZ 5o\’s 
stor\ oI PaNing $otearoa 1eZ =ealand hoPe in the 
interactive, narrative�led audio ZalN Encounter" 
'elivered through the Pobile app 3icN3ath Ior 7e 
Herenga :aNa ² 9ictoria 8niversit\ oI :ellington’s 
6i[ 'egrees )estival, Zhich shoZcases its 0)$ 
students’ proMects, Encounter takes audiences on 
a Mourne\ around 7e :hanganui�a�7ara through the 
lens oI &hinese iPPigrants at the turn oI the ��th

centur\.
Encounter comes from the mind of Cadence 
&hung, a nationall\ bestselling poet, coPposer, 
and classical vocalist, recentl\ seen in :ellington 
2pera’s Tosca. ,t’s Zoven together Zith her 
signature poetic language, oIIering a uniTue 
opportunit\ to rediscover :ellington IroP the 
perspective oI those Zho helped shape its past 
and continue to inIluence its Iuture. 
&hung’s delicate and deliberate Zords are brought 
to liIe b\ 6hervonne *rierson �Shortland Street�, 
Zho voices 0a\, and 'ennis =hang �Far North, 
Chef’s Kiss� as 5o\. 7he\ are accoPpanied b\ 
.assandra :ang’s iPPersive soundscape, 
designed to transport audiences back to an earlier 
tiPe and consider IaPiliar urban surroundings. 
7he all�&hinese 1eZ =ealander creative teaP is 
rounded oII b\ director and 98: honours student 
Jamie Yee and producer and MFA student Sharon 
:ang. )roP the union oI these poZerhouse 
:ellington�based creatives and their shared 
heritage and e[periences coPes an authenticit\ 
and ePotional depth to the stories told. 
3utting the poZer oI choice in the hands oI the 
audience, Encounter runs down the Wellington 
:aterIront, through :aitangi 3arN, along &able and 
7or\ 6treets, and onto Haining 6treet IroP the ��th

to the ��th oI 'ecePber.

Photo by Matt Crockett.

Shervonne Grierson.
Photo by Julie Zhu and Todd Karehana.

Shona Conacher.

Aurora Storm. Photo by Erik Norder Photography.
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3ricN \our ears up in an\ 
shop in town and the carols 
blaring over the loudspeaNers 
will confirm what we both 
suspect, but can hardl\ 
believe� &hristPas is Must 
around the corner. ,I , Zas to 
coPpose P\ oZn holl\�Moll\ 
Iestive song, it’d go a little 

soPething liNe this« 
:ith ���� nearl\ through, it’s tiPe to Zrite P\ 
annual revieZ� one Zhere , can share Zith \ou, 
all the things , got to do, P\ Iavourite shoZs and 
PoPents too� 
-ust beIore , get started, though, , do have to pass 
on the silliest revelation , had this sill\ season. , 
saZ the l\rics Ior Deck the Halls written out for the 
Iirst tiPe in P\ liIe and learned that Ze’re not, in 
fact, supposed to decorate our homes with bells 
oI holl\. ,t’s boughs. , Zas toda\ \ears old Zhen 
, discovered this. $n\one else PaNe it �� \ears" 
$lso, Zhat even is a bough" 
$lright, onto the good stuII. , oIten have to stop and 
pinch P\selI Zhen , thinN about P\ Mob. :riting 
for the last remaining free arts newspaper in 
:ellington Peans that , not onl\ get to e[perience 
so Pan\ oI the cool things happening in our 
coolest little capital – from theatre to concerts, 
Iestivals to coPed\ and bacN again ² but , get to 
Peet and talN to the artists behind theP. 
, Zrite the Pusic neZs page and have seen soPe 
wicked new bands making their mark on the local 
gig scene. 7o boot, ,’ve intervieZed soPe aZesoPe 
Pusicians this \ear IroP $otearoa and be\ond. 
A definite highlight was getting to chat to Annie 
&ruPPer about the reunion oI :hen the &at’s 
$Za\ and her proliIic career as one oI our best�
loved and Post�travelled voices. :e discussed 
one cra]\ ZeeN she had through 2ctober and 
1ovePber oI �����
´$Iter a perIorPance Zith 6ting, , got in the cab, 
Zent straight to &oogee %a\, and then sang River 
Deep, Mountain High Zith -iPP\ %arnes. 7hen IleZ 
to New Zealand to sing with Michael Jackson, and 
then 6ting, and then 0ichael -acNson againµ, she 
told Pe, alPost as gobsPacNed as , Zas. ´7hat 
Zas reParNable.µ
, got a huge NicN out oI =ooPing Zith IrontPan 
-ohnn\ 6tevens oI acclaiPed $Perican rocN band 
Highl\ 6uspect, Zho cracNed Pe up Zithin the Iirst 
Pinute oI the intervieZ Zhen , asNed hiP Zhat the 
time was in his corner of the world and he said, 
TuicN as a Ilash Zith a glint in his e\e, ´, don’t 
NnoZ� 'on’t asN Pe these Tuestions, , live in darN 
rooPs.µ $s , Zrite this piece, in Iour hours IroP 
noZ, ,’ll be rocNing out to Highl\ 6uspect at 76% 
$rena. <es, , brought P\ Posh�pit boots� 
,’ve had Pan\ a late night out in the cit\ getting 
aPongst our theatre scene, Zhich never ceases to 
aPa]e Pe. ����’s $otearoa 1eZ =ealand )estival 
oI the $rts Zas spectacular, and ,’ve loved all the 
shoZs ,’ve seen throughout the \ear Ior diIIerent 
reasons. 6oPe have plastered a sPile on P\ dial, 
liNe $li Harper’s The Supper Club. 2thers have 
Pade Pe cacNle relentlessl\, liNe 5uII as *ut]’ 
The MILKYVERSE, Zhere , threZ Zater balloons 
at iPprov perIorPers. $t their reTuest� 6oPe have 
Poved Pe, liNe and the Lochburns, a neZ pla\ b\ 
:illiaP 'uignan about Pusic and PePor\, and 
(%.0’s Heartbreak Hotel b\ .arin 0c&racNen. 
2thers have e[ePpliIied stage Pagic, liNe 7ricN 
oI the /ight 7heatre’s Suitcase Show, on as part 
oI this \ear’s MaP�pacNed 1eZ =ealand )ringe 
)estival. )unn\, Poving, and Pagic, ,ndian ,nN’s 
Guru of Chai did all oI the above. And special 
Pention to another oI P\ Iavourites this \ear� It 
Came From Beyond The Script, a horror�coPed\ 
iPprov spectacular created and directed b\ 
0alcolP 0orrison that Zas clever, electriI\ing, and 
Iunn\ as all hell�
/ooNing bacN over $ :ord IroP 0addi this \ear, 
it seePs ,’ve talNed about all the iPportant 
stuff – cushions and camping, pole and pinot 
noir, seafood linguine and Swiftmas – and then 
soPe. 0\ personal Iavourite entr\ into Zhat has 
essentiall\ becoPe P\ ver\ public Mournal Zas 
titled Taylor Swift for the umpteenth time. ,t also 
appears , Zrote about P\ birthda\ not once, but 
tZice this \ear. &lassic. :hile it sure spans soPe 
super sill\ subMects, P\ coluPn has captured 
little PoPents in tiPe that Pight’ve otherZise 
gone unnoticed, tracNing an[iet\, heartbreaN, and 
chapters oI P\ liIe that Zould’ve sta\ed in the 
inNZells oI P\ Pind had , not put theP doZn on 
paper. 7hanN \ou to all our readers Ior Peeting Pe 
in Zhat has been a challenging and beautiIul \ear. 
:e NnoZ that ���� hasn’t been the easiest on 
ever\bod\, so Ze hope our Zords here at Regional 
News have brought \ou soPe sPall coPIort or 
Pade \ou laugh. 5eporting the good neZs ² the 
sparNl\ stuII that PaNes us sPile, the shoZs 
that e[press ever\ Iacet oI the huPan condition, 
the stories that see creatives pouring ever\thing 
the\ have into a ZorN oI art ² is an honour and a 
privilege. :e’ll continue to pour our hearts and 
souls into Regional News for as long as it brings 
\ou Mo\.

, used to cr\ ever\ \ear the 
night beIore P\ birthda\. 
,’ve done it Ior as long as , 
can rePePber, and though , 
t\picall\ don’t breaN out the 
ZaterZorNs noZada\s, , still 
feel the familiar tugging at 
the centre oI P\ chest. ,t’s 
Zhat , deIine as pre�ePptive 

nostalgia� a NnoZing Ieeling that a \ear oI P\ liIe 
has been lived, and that ,’ll never get it bacN again. 
$s , approach the end oI P\ second \ear at 
Regional News, the Ieeling settling over Pe is 
reParNabl\ siPilar. :hat’s diIIerent this tiPe is 
that , can relive this \ear again. 1ot onl\ b\ looNing 
bacN over the pages , have Zritten, but right here, 
right noZ, Zith P\ \ear in revieZ. 
, never NnoZ Zhat to e[pect Zhen , arrive at the 
oIIice each Porning. , could be travelling the 
countr\ IroP P\ coPputer, Zriting about hotspots 
and hidden gePs. 3erhaps , aP learning about 
gardening, grouting, or grilling so , can pass on 
the best tips and tricNs to our readers. 0a\be , 
have advertorials to Zrite, Zhich can range IroP 
construction to skincare, fashion to fitness, or 
literall\ an\thing under the sun ² it’s trul\ an 
honour to ZorN Zith so Pan\ .iZi businesses on 
a dail\ basis. 6oPetiPes ,’ll have an intervieZ set 
up Zith local or visiting artists, theatre PaNers, 
or creatives. 0ost oIten ,’ll have events and 
perIorPances to cover ² it never ceases to aPa]e 
Pe hoZ Puch talent Ze have here in $otearoa. 
7his \ear has been as bus\ as ever Ior our cool 
little capital. )roP big, Zorld�class events that 
visit IroP IaraZa\ stages to hoPegroZn creations 
bursting Zith uniTue :ell\ charP, the ���� events 
calendar Zas chocNa Zith Iestivals, pla\s, drag 
shoZs, concerts, e[hibitions, and events. 7hough 
it Zould have been iPpossible to attend theP all, 
Ze tried our best to provide our readers Zith a 
snapshot ever\ Iortnight. , have had the privilege oI 
crafting stories for World of WearableArt™, the New 
=ealand ,nternational )ringe )estival, &uba'upa, 
the 5o\al 1eZ =ealand %allet, $otearoa 1eZ 
=ealand )estival oI the $rts, and The Art of Banksy
to naPe a IeZ. 3lus, all Ninds oI events IroP 
ePerging creatives ² seeing the ne[t generation 
of art, theatre, performance, film, and music 
practitioners Iind their Iooting is inspiring. %eing 
a part oI their Mourne\ is an honour ² their energ\, 
enthusiasP, and innovative, harleTuin creativit\ 
alZa\s brings a sPile to P\ da\. 
7he galler\ neZs page, Zhich , put together 
P\selI each issue, is still an iPportant and 
constant part oI our paper. 7he arts are essential 
Ior preservation and developPent. $rtists hold 
knowledge and taonga from the past, depict the 
IlaZs and beaut\ oI the present, and enact change 
in the hopes oI shaping a brighter Iuture. 7his 
staple in our paper provides theP Zith a platIorP 
to shoZcase their ZorN and a place Ior \ou to 
interact Zith theP and engage in discourse. 
)ilP is still a big part oI P\ liIe at Regional News. 
,n ����, alongside Zriting revieZs, attending 
prePieres, and covering the ever�rotating roster 
oI IilP Iestivals coPing to 7e :hanganui�a�7ara, , 
had the opportunit\ to continue the series , began 
in ���� called :ellington 6ilver 6creeners. Here, 
, chatted Zith local and international IilPPaNers 
craIting Povie Pagic in our 81(6&2 &it\ oI )ilP. 
, proIiled acclaiPed creatives liNe 5achel House, 
$na 6cotne\, and 0arN $ndreZs alongside indie 
and ePerging talents Zho have broNen into the 
industr\ Zith aZard�Zinning and trailbla]ing 
proMects, read\ to redeIine Zhat cinePa can do. 
7his has been one oI the Post enriching, inspiring, 
and IulIilling proMects ,’ve ZorNed on. , hope \ou’ve 
enMo\ed reading the series as Puch as ,’ve enMo\ed 
Zriting it�
:hen \ou spend \our da\s in an oIIice liNe ours, 
each one is special. $bove all else , aP grateIul to 
the e[traordinar\ teaP , ZorN Zith. (ver\ Iortnight, 
time after time, we craft this beautiful newspaper 
together – we pour our hearts and souls into 
each issue, and Ze genuinel\ couldn’t do it 
Zithout a single PePber oI the teaP. 3assionate, 
hardZorNing, and positive, the beautiIul people , 
ZorN Zith are alZa\s supportive and Nind, PaNing 
even the hard da\s bright. $s another \ear draZs 
to a close, , looN bacN on the �� issues oI Regional 
News Ze have brought to liIe all together and it 
makes me realise how fortunate we are to call this 
our Mob. 
Something that has helped me feel less 
Pelanchol\ leading up to P\ birthda\ is Zriting 
things ,’ve done throughout the \ear in a calendar 
so , can looN bacN on each da\ ² that Za\ ,’ll never 
Iorget a special PoPent, hoZever sPall. ,t helps 
to remind me that though the time has gone, and 
no , Zon’t ever get it bacN, , aP Iortunate to have 
e[perienced it and to have enMo\ed it enough to 
be consciousl\ nostalgic about hoZ Ileeting liIe is. 
7hat’s Zhat Regional News does too� serves as 
a ph\sical rePinder oI all the beautiIul PoPents 
,’ve had, oI all the liIe , have lived in ����. HoZ 
fortunate we all are to be here in this moment – 
hold onto it tightl\.
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Something to make you smile
by Madelaine Empson

I’ll cry if I want to 
by Alessia Belsito-Riera
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, have been revieZing poetr\ 
Ior three \ears noZ and ,’ve 
had a lot to learn. 0\ notion 
oI poePs having to rh\Pe 
was first to go out the window 
�\es, trul\�� though , Paintain 
a Iondness Ior rh\Pe 
because it gives PoPentuP. 
$nd , guess that’s one thing , 

value in a poeP.
%ut there are other Za\s to gain interest and 
attention. %oth Saga b\ Hannah 0ettner and 
Middle Youth b\ 0organ %ach oIIer tellingl\ bleaN 
visions oI the Zorld and its possible Iate. 
0\ highest praise Ior \oung poets goes to -aNe 
Arthur for his collection Tarot, named for the 
ancient card pacN and consisting oI advice to a 
Pale \outh. 7he poePs here are e[traordinaril\ 
compelling in their preoccupation with matters 
spiritual, aPorous, and prosaic. $rthur has 
a 3h' in 5enaissance literature, but despite 
the erudition this suggests, he avoids the 
inaccessibilit\ that soPetiPes accoPpanies it.
$nthologies have the advantage oI covering 
a Zide range oI topics, and conseTuentl\ 
providing a suprePel\ balanced vieZ oI liIe and 
e[periences. 6uch is the case Zith First Things
b\ Harr\ 5icNetts, a poetic PePoir oI his tiPes, 
created IroP diar\ entries. 3rospective Zriters, 
taNe note�
And Still Is, the Iinal collection b\ 9incent 
2’6ullivan, one oI 1eZ =ealand’s Post acclaiPed 
poets, is redolent with recollection, nostalgia, 
and resignation. �� poePs range Zidel\ over 
ever\thing IroP Zhat Zashing lines Pight be 
hiding, to a night at the Povies, to the glories oI 
nature. ,n The obituarist, Ze have the poet’s Zr\ 
coPPent on Zhat Pa\ be Zritten about hiP aIter 
his death. He needn’t Zorr\.
3oetr\ Pa\ not PaNe Pillions, but its beaut\ and 
insights PaNe it invaluable.

/ooNing bacN at the \ear 
����, it has again been a 
ver\ bus\ tiPe serving the 
coPPunit\ through the 
various charities and not Ior 
proIits , aP involved in, as 
well as explaining legal issues 
for Regional News readers. 
$ccess to the laZ is a ver\ 

iPportant part oI societ\ and e[plaining the laZ in 
eas\�to�IolloZ terPs helps in that process. 
, aP the chair oI &aPp 4ualit\ 1eZ =ealand, Zhich 
looNs aIter Nids Zith cancer. %ringing soPe Pagic 
into the Nids’ lives through regular suPPer and 
winter camps and putting smiles on their faces 
is a ZonderIul e[perience. 7he caPps rel\ on the 
support oI volunteers and donations to run and 
Iund theP in Iive regions throughout 1eZ =ealand. 
, have volunteered at over �� caPps noZ and aP 
looNing IorZard to the ne[t one in -anuar\. ,I \ou 
can oIIer support, please get in touch.
, aP noZ in P\ ��th \ear as honourar\ legal 
counsel for Lions Clubs New Zealand, in addition to 
P\ ��th \ear as a PePber oI a /ions &lub serving 
our national and local coPPunities. , aP also 
involved as a coPPittee PePber and director 
oI the $ustralian 1eZ =ealand (ducation /aZ 
Association, which brings together people from all 
parts of the education sector to talk through legal 
issues for the benefit of all the kids and others 
involved in education.
, looN IorZard to providing Pore helpIul legal 
inIorPation each Ponth. Have a great ����, 
ever\one.

2ne oI the privileges oI 
revieZing the arts is the 
opportunit\ to e[press Zhat 
the e[perience Pade \ou 
thinN about, Zhat \ou Ielt and 
Zh\, \our Iirst iPpressions, 
and Zhat \ou rePePbered 
the ne[t da\. ,t’s about Iinding 
the right words and not falling 

bacN on ¶interesting’. Here are soPe oI the Zords , 
used this \ear.
Beyond Words: ´5e]a 9ali’s Funèbre for Solo Violin 
and String Orchestra was a standout, emotional, 
gut�Zrenching e[perience.µ
A Hero’s Life� ´7he Pusic told the stor\ but the 
perIorPance Iilled out the picture.µ
Mozart The Great: ´$ll the details \ou Pight Piss 
listening casuall\ Zere proPinent and doPinant 
Zhen the\ should be and the Pagical coPbinations 
on the stage brought all the sPall details perIectl\ 
to the Iore as Zell.µ
Maxim Vengerov Plays Sibelius: ´%ecause it 
is incredibl\ tough and dePanding Ze hear it 
relativel\ oIten. 9engerov’s perIorPance Zas so 
exceptional it was almost like hearing it for the first 
tiPe.µ
La Mer: ´0\ coPpanion heard the Zave crashing 
on the shore and iPPediatel\ recognised it as the 
rocNs at .aiNņura.µ
Jupiter: ´3erIectl\ Zeighted, positioned, and 
balanced accents in the opening bars of the 
second PovePent Zere IolloZed b\ a Post 
delicate but livel\ third PovePent, and the dela\ed 
phrasing in the Iourth Ielt liNe Ze Zere alZa\s on 
the brinN oI ending the evening onl\ to be liIted up 
again b\ the ne[t phrase.µ
Arias: ´&onte[t« an understanding and additional 
pleasure that should not be underestiPated.µ
Alexander Gavrylyuk Plays Rachmaninov: ´0\ 
Iavourite, the violas, did a superb Mob oI their solo 
passage.µ
The Planets: “Left us in no doubt there is a lot to 
listen to in that vacuuP.µ

0arc 7addei’s prograPPing 
for Orchestra Wellington in 
���� aiPed to trace the 
Mourne\ oI orchestral Pusic 
IroP the %aroTue era ������
����� to the Pusic oI toda\. 
6o Ze travelled IroP the 
IaPiliar �%eethoven’s 1inth 
6\Pphon\ and 'ebuss\’s

Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun� to the obscure 
�*erPaine 7ailleIerre’s 3iano &oncerto�, IroP 
the earl\ �a Handel &oncerto *rosso) to the 
contePporar\ �The Tragedy of Salome b\ )lorent 
6chPitt�, and IroP the elegant &oncerto Ior 7Zo 
9iolins b\ %ach to the IranNl\ insane and Zondrous 
Baroque Variations b\ /uNas )oss.
$part IroP the consistent abilit\ oI the orchestra 
to deliver spirited and conIident perIorPances, 
notable highlights oI the \ear Zere -ian /iu’s 
perIorPance oI 5avel’s 3iano &oncerto Ior the 
/eIt Hand, the 2rpheus &hoir’s perIorPance in the 
%eethoven s\Pphon\, and a geP oI draPa and 
pathos, *ershZin’s opera Porgy and Bess.
&oncertPaster $Palia Hall deserves special 
Pention. 6he appears to go Tuietl\ but eIIectivel\ 
about that role. %ut that is not all. $s Zell as 
Moining Zith 0oniTue /apins Ior the %ach concerto, 
she also delivered the considerabl\ Pore Ilash\ 
.orngold 9iolin &oncerto in Iine st\le. 
One more concert to come this season, on 
'ecePber the �th, and that looks to be a 
PonuPental one too, Ieaturing %ritten’s War 
Requiem Zith the 2rpheus &hoir. 
,n suP, under its Pusic director 7addei, 2rchestra 
Wellington has continued to challenge and delight 
its ���� audiences. ,ts prograPPe Ior ����, 
Ieaturing 6hostaNovich’s Iirst Iive s\Pphonies, 
proPises to be another cracNer. %ut P\ revieZing 
gig is over� , aP retiring. 0an\ thanNs to Regional 
News and Orchestra Wellington for the musical 
education and huge pleasure. 0a\ both institutions 
Ilourish.

Confessions of a poetry reviewer
by Margaret Austin

Community service…
by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

NZSO 2024, more than 
interesting by Tamsin Evans

What a journey! by Dawn Brook
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(ven though Ze’ve recentl\ 
lost cherished local live�
Pusic venue Hashigo =aNe, 
Iortunatel\ there Zas no 
shortage oI Tualit\ overseas 
and local bands and artists 
touring :ellington in ����.
,n 0arch, 4ueens oI the 6tone 
$ge rocNed out 76% $rena as 

part of The End is Nero Tour. )rontPan -osh HoPPe 
Zas PesPerising ² at tiPes Iocusing on his vocal 
perIorPance Zith his arPs Zaving in the air, at 
others staggering around the stage pla\ing searing 
guitar solos.
,n $pril, Ze Zere treated to 1eZ =ealand IePale 
vocal supergroup :hen the &at’s $Za\. $nnie 
&ruPPer, 'ebbie HarZood, 'ianne 6Zann, and .iP 
:illoughb\ celebrated .iZi songZriting and IorPer 
PePber 0argaret 8rlich’s PePor\ over �� songs 
and tZo and a halI hours oI non�stop part\ing�
,n 2ctober, 7he /ad\ .illers ² Ieaturing 6u]anne 
/\nch, -acNie &larNe, and 6haron (Pirali ² thrilled 
a near�capacit\ 6t -aPes 7heatre. :ith a Pi[ture oI 
Pedle\s and solo perIorPances oI songs IroP divas 
as diverse as 1ina 6iPone and 7a\lor 6ZiIt, this Zas 
a Pasterclass in top�notch, high�energ\ singing.
Marcus Miller was the top billing and opener for this 
\ear’s :ellington -a]] )estival. 7he subliPe, at tiPes 
breathtaking thumb-slapping skills up and down the 
bass guitar necN IroP this Pulti�*5$00<®-winning 
bassist, composer, arranger, and producer was a 
Mo\ to behold. )or the Iinal night oI the Iestival, Ze 
Zere privileged to have Iive�tiPe *5$00<�Zinning 
vocalist, bassist, and pianist (speran]a 6palding, 
Zhose Pusic deIies categorisation. 6iPpl\ stunning.
(arl\ 1ovePber gave us the &roZded House Gravity 
Stairs Tour. 7his iconic 1= band, Zhose Iirst /3 Zas 
released in ����, has longevit\, but shoZed their 
adoring audience the meaning of being entertained 
through pla\ing vital neZ Pusic and Puch�loved 
classics.
%ring on �����

,t’s alZa\s e[citing Zhen 
the Aotearoa New Zealand 
)estival oI the $rts coPes 
to toZn. 7his \ear, , had 
the great pleasure of 
Zatching and revieZing 
eight theatre, music, and 
circus perIorPances. 7usiata 
$via’s The Savage Coloniser 

Show Zas a creativel\ stunning and provocative 
highlight Zhose conIronting political narrative 
seePs even Pore prescient noZ. Lost Lear b\ 
'an &olle\ Zas another Iestival Iavourite oI Pine, 
again Ior its visual and thePatic courage in taNing 
on the tough subMect oI dePentia in a startlingl\ 
neZ Za\. $ 6lightl\ ,solated 'og alZa\s coPe up 
with something out of the box and their new show 
Our Own Little Mess, delivered entirel\ through 
headphones, Zas uniTuel\ iPPersive.
7he subMect oI Potherhood Zas tacNled in tZo 
Passivel\ diIIerent but eTuall\ engaging Za\s 
on stage this \ear in Femme Natale – The 
Queen Years and I Carried This. 7he IorPer b\ 
the coPed\ troupe oI the saPe naPe Zas a riot 
oI dancing vibrators, Piddle�aged angst, and 
shaPeIul parenting, Zhile the latter b\ 1icola 
3auling dreZ IroP the lived e[periences oI 
teenage Pothers Zhose babies Zere coercivel\ 
rePoved IroP theP Ior adoption in less 
enlightened tiPes.
,’P a sucNer Ior solo perIorPances and HELIOS
IroP :right	*rainger and Tangihanga b\ .rist\l 
Neho were prime examples of that, tackling with 
huPour, creativit\, and stellar acting an ancient 
*reeN P\th and IaPilial draPas precipitated b\ a 
Iuneral. ,t Zas also a delight to see 6u]ie 0iller’s 
Prima Facie again at Circa, which has grown in 
strength since its run at the theatre last \ear. 
6haNespeare and 6tagecraIt’s Twelfth Night and 
*avin 5utherIord and 6iPon /ear\’s Sleeping 
Beauty: The Pantomime Zere brilliantl\ Iun�Iilled 
Za\s to end P\ theatre \ear, both sparNling Zith 
colour, laughs, and IaPiliar Pusic.

$nother \ear bites at P\ heels 
and , aP eager to looN bacN 
on Zhat Zas.
���� brought soPe 
treasures. , Zas Iortunate 
to again revieZ a spectruP 
of books – those that 
encouraged uniTue Za\s to 
iPprove, learn, and ponder on 

liIe or those that provided ZelcoPe entertainPent.
Energy b\ /isa 2’1eill Pade Pe stop and taNe 
stock – it offered much more than the title 
Zould suggest. :hat , tooN IroP Energy as the 
Post iPportant learning Zas to protect \our 
ePotional energ\� Iind \our people, ´thinN about 
Zho \ou Zant in \our liIe and Zhere these t\pes 
oI people can be Ioundµ. , liNed the thinNing 
behind intentionall\ seeNing \our people rather 
than hoping the\ Pa\ arrive. 2’1eill’s advice on 
conserving and protecting \our Pental energ\ 
reIers to being ver\ choos\ about Zhat platIorPs 
\ou let into \our liIe. .noZing Zhat \our Pind 
needs and responds to is iPportant, she sa\s. 
,n Evolving: Finding health and happiness as we 
age, -ud\ %aile\ presented a reIreshing looN on 
ageing and her own learnings about the process 
shared b\ us all. ,t gave Pe a positive gliPpse 
into -ud\’s Mourne\ IroP being a renoZned neZs 
presenter to traversing the ne[t stage oI her 
liIe, and Zhat Ze can do to evolve, accept, and 
enhance the Pultiple Mourne\s Ze Zill all taNe over 
our liIespans. 
)or a touch oI the Iantastical and other Zorldl\ ² 
-essica -a\ne :ebb delivered Zith The Secrets of
Wilderfort Castle: The Waiting. , can’t Zait to see 
Zhat she Zrites ne[t.

���� has been an e[citing 
tiPe Ior booN lovers. 5ather 
than disappearing as was 
predicted, books – tangible, 
real paper booNs ² have 
instead Pade a coPebacN. 
:hile b\ no Peans ph\sicall\ 
active, as a booN revieZer 
for Regional News, , have 

had several adventures this \ear. 6oPetiPes ,’P 
involved in a Purder P\ster\ thanNs to Harlan 
&oben’s Think Twice, or Kiss of Death b\ 6tephen 
7ester. , Pight go bacN in tiPe to :orld :ar , or 
,, via 7oP 0c*rath’s IaPil\ bibliograph\ Wartime 
Secrets from the Family Home. $nd iI ,’P Ieeling 
particularl\ adventurous, , Zill go and e[plore the 
Zonders oI P\ oZn bacN\ard Zith 5a\ 6alisbur\’s 
Epic: Adventures Across Aotearoa. <es, it is saIe 
to sa\ , aP heading into the Iestive season a ver\ 
happ\ caPper. 
,t is about this tiPe , point out a Iavourite booN or 
a particular highlight oI the \ear, but this tiPe, ,’P 
aIraid , aP going to have to disappoint. 7here Zere 
no Iavourites� )or Pe, ���� was the highlight, as , 
had a buPper crop oI booNs to choose IroP. 
7his is prooI that the Zritten Zord is as relevant 
toda\ as it Zas ��� \ears ago ² long beIore the 
rise oI the internet, Zhich Zas oIIiciall\ born on the 
1st oI -anuar\ ����� ,n our Zorld oI dooPscrolling 
and get�rich�TuicN schePes, , thinN booNs have a 
proPising Iuture. 6o, the ne[t tiPe \ou ZalN past 
a librar\ or a booNshop, Pa\be head on in ² \ou 
Pight Iind a neZ hobb\. 
0an\ thanNs to Regional News, and to the readers 
Ior supporting us. , hope \ou have a Perr\ and 
Mo\ous &hristPas and a happ\ 1eZ <ear.

A year to savour, musically 
speaking! by Graeme King

Festival favourites and perfect 
pairings by Tanya Piejus

Stop and take stock by Jo Lucre

Armchair adventures by Kerry Lee

Photo by Bryce Groves.

Photo by Dan Whitfield.

Photo by Karlum Lattimore.
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)or the Iirst tiPe in the shoZ’s histor\, RuPaul’s 
Drag Race Down Under featured a Wellington-
based drag Tueen. 7hat certiIied star is none 
other than our high�energ\ pop diva 2livia 'reaPs� 
2riginall\ IroP 7e 7ai 7oNerau and oI 7e 5araZa 
descent, she has been calling 7e :hanganui�a�
7ara hoPe Ior the last Iour \ears and has Pade 
it her mission to create a welcoming, accessible, 
and diverse space Ior 5ainboZ and disabilit\ 
coPPunities. :hen she’s not bopping around 
3ņneNe stages or hosting bingo nights, she’s 
touring the motu with her own drag shows – no 
wonder she holds the title as the biggest producer 
oI drag in :ellington� 
7hough 2livia’s RuPaul’s Drag Race Down Under 
Mourne\ caPe to an end in episode tZo, she NnoZs 
this is onl\ the beginning Ior her. ´6oPetiPes \ou 
have to give ever\one a little taster beIore serving 
the Zhole Peal,µ she beaPs.
-ust because she’s out doesn’t Pean she’s not still 
h\ped about the shoZ. <ou can Zatch along Zith 
her as episodes are released ever\ 0onda\ night 
at 'irt\ /ittle 6ecret or ever\ )rida\ at ,v\ %ar and 
&abaret, recapping each gag�Zorth\ PoPent and 
behind�the�scenes e[clusive along the Za\. ,n the 
PeantiPe, 2livia spilled the tea Zith Pe�
What was your first thought when you heard the 
news?
, Zas at ZorN, and , tooN the phone call in a 
Peeting booth, Zhich has clear Zalls, and , Must 
started cr\ing. , looNed out oI the rooP, and , 
locNed e\es Zith this teaP that Zere having a 
Peeting right outside and the\ all Must turned to Pe 
liNe, ¶$re \ou oNa\"’ , Zas Must so happ\ , started 
baZling P\ e\es out. 
Before we jump into talking about the show, tell 
me about your drag journey.
, had Must Poved to :ellington IroP :hangąrei
and , Zas still neZ to the cit\. 2ne oI P\ Iriends 
said, ¶He\, let’s go out and Zatch this drag shoZ.’ 
,t Zas the Iirst drag shoZ , had ever seen, and it 
Zas at Hannah 3la\house, and aIter the shoZ , Must 
thought, ¶:oZ, that looNed liNe so Puch Iun, , thinN 
, could do that.’ 6o , Pessaged the producer .ell\ 
)ornia, sa\ing , Zas reall\ interested and e[cited to 
get into drag. 7he rest is histor\� )our \ears doZn 
the line and here , aP. 
Meant to be!
([actl\� , sort oI Iell into drag. , didn’t reall\ have 
an\ perIorPance >bacNground@, ,’P not a theatre 
Nid, never did pla\s groZing up. , Zas Tuite 
introverted actuall\. 7he thing that , liNe about drag 
is it’s a Za\ Ior people to escape IroP realit\ Ior 
a bit. 0\ e[perience Zith drag ² and , don’t Zant 
to diPinish an\one else’s ² is it’s Tuite sill\, it’s 
Iun, Ze’re here to bring Mo\, create e[citePent, Ma]] 
things up a little bit. , go b\ the ethos, iI , can get at 
least one person to sPile or laugh, then ,’ve done 
P\ Mob. 
What were you most looking forward to about 
being on RuPaul’s Drag Race Down Under? 
7his is going to sound reall\ corn\, but Zhat , Zas 
Post e[cited about Zas being the Iirst Tueen 
IroP :ellington. ,t’s been Iour seasons noZ and 
, NnoZ there had been ruPblings throughout the 
coPPunit\ about Zh\ it Nept getting Pissed. 6o, 
it was exciting to be the face of Wellington for 
the Iirst tiPe ever on the shoZ. %eing liNe ¶He\, 
:ellington does e[ist, Ze’re here, Ze do drag too�’
How did you want to rep the city? 
, Zanted to shoZcase our st\le oI drag. (ver\ 
region or hub has a diIIerent st\le, and , thinN the 
best thing about :ellington drag is that it’s Tuite 
a Pi[ing pot. 7here’s a little bit oI ever\thing. , 
Zanted to put 7e :hanganui�a�7ara IirPl\ on the 
map and showcase the different facets of what 
:ellington drag is. 
How would you define Welly drag? 
, don’t NnoZ hoZ else to sa\ it, but , liNe 
:ellington drag because it’s a little bit rough 
around the edges. , thinN it gives perIorPers a 
bit Pore personalit\ rather than a cooNie�cutter 
Tueen. ,t’s nice to have that point oI diIIerence. 
7hat roughness Peans that it’s not robotic or 
overrehearsed or disingenuous. :e’re there in the 
moment with the audience and that is the number 
one thing. :e love Zhat Ze do, Ze’re passionate, 
and Ze’re actuall\ soPe oI the Nindest Tueens 
,’ve ever Pet. :e’re reall\ nice and Ze looN out Ior 
each other. 
Was the experience everything you hoped it 
would be? Or did you try not to have expectations 
and just enjoy it? 
, tried to go in Zith no e[pectations. ,n the ZeeN 
leading up to it and Zhile , Zas there, , Zas liNe, 
¶<ou’re going to be here and have Iun, don’t get in 
\our head.’ %ut as soon as it all started that Zent 
out the ZindoZ and it Zas liNe, ¶2h P\ god Zhat 
aP , doing here" ,’ve Pade a PistaNe.’ 7r\ing to 
Iight that inner saboteur. $s Puch as , had prepped 
and tried to thinN, ¶:hatever happens, happens,’ 
there Zas still that ¶2h P\ god’ Ieeling. 
What was your biggest takeaway?
7he Iact that , aP good at Zhat , do. %eing around 
so Pan\ other talented, poZerhouse perIorPers 
in their oZn Iield, \ou can Ieel a little bit insecure 
about \ourselI, but P\ biggest taNeaZa\ IroP 
the e[perience Zas that , Zas included in that 
group ² , Zas there Ior a reason, so , aP on that 
level Zith theP. 7aNing that and holding onto that 
thought that , aP good at Zhat , do. ,t’s hard as a 
perIorPer because \ou’re alZa\s asNing \ourselI 
iI \ou’re doing the right thing, iI \ou’re in the 
PoPent, and anal\sing ever\thing, but it Zas a 
reall\ nice conIidence and ego boost to be a part oI 
such an e[perience. 
*roZing up, ever\one Zants to be IaPous, and , 
did too, , Must never thought this Zould be the Za\ 
,’d achieve it. ,t’s such a surreal e[perience and 
, have had Iriends and coZorNers tell Pe the\’ve 
seen Pe, that ,’P Iilled Zith so Puch conIidence 
and hoZ great it is. ,t’s heartZarPing to hear that 
IroP Iriends and IaPil\ and even people , don’t 
speaN to or that are acTuaintances Zho have 
hopped in to sa\ congratulations. , Neep having to 
pinch P\selI because it still doesn’t Ieel real. (ven 
though P\ Iace is plastered all over ever\thing 
noZ, it Ieels liNe soPe Zeird Iever dreaP ,’P going 
to ZaNe up IroP.

Living the dream

Contemporary New Zealand art
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Toi te Waru - Art in the 
heat of summer
20 December 2024 — 30 April 2025
Where: Te Papakura art gallery
The Academy of Fine Arts, in collaboration 
with the New Zealand Parliament, invited 
entries responding to the theme of Toi i 
te Waru for exhibition in Te Papakura art 
gallery. Located within the Executive Wing 
of Parliament Buildings, the exhibition will 
run from 20 December 2024 to the end of 
April 2025. The name of the exhibition has 
been gifted by Ngā Ratonga Ao Māori at 
New Zealand Parliament, and reflects the 
warmth and joy the summer months bring.

Artist Showcase
DoubleTree by Hilton
13 November 2024 – March 2025
Where: DoubleTree by Hilton Wellington
The Academy of Fine Arts is very excited 
to be entering into collaboration with the 
beautiful DoubleTree by Hilton Wellington 
to provide a superb platform for 
showcasing contemporary New Zealand 
artists to visitors, with rotating exhibitions 
during the year.
Current artists are Jacky Pearson and 
Svetlana Orinko (Shown at left: Svetlana 
Orinko’s ‘When Apples Fall’).



´0\ proMect Mana Tipua Tuku Iho has taNen Pan\ 
IorPs over the past IeZ \ears� perIorPance, 
Ząnanga, video, photograph\, and sculpture,µ 7e 
:hanganui�a�7ara�based artist /ouie =alN�1eale 
�1gai 7e 5ąngi� sa\s. ´, e[plore ZhaNapapa and 
belonging as taNatąpui, Tueer, and transgender 
people� it’s beautiIul to see the Za\s that our 
diversit\ is reIlected in te taiao ² the environPent 
around us.µ
7he latest iteration oI the proMect taNes the shape 
oI a series oI photographic visualisations b\ =alN�
1eale and photographer 7ed :hitaNer installed 
in the &ourtena\ 3lace /ight %o[es that depict 
taNatąpui as 0ana 7ipua in and around the Zaters 
oI :ellington. 
´0\ ZorN is based in Pahi tĨ NņuNa ² using 
cabbage tree fibre and all the knowledge that 
coPes Zith it as a durable Zeaving Paterial, a 
source oI Nai, a healing rongoą, and a tohu in the 
landscape,µ =alN�1eale continues. ´7he taonga , 
PaNe coPe to liIe in perIorPances that , create to 
give people a Za\ to Ieel their Pauri.µ
2n displa\ until the �th oI )ebruar\ ����, Mana 
Tipua Tuku Iho is a re�iPagining oI :irePu *race’s 
telling of the Ngake and Whątaitai �taniZha oI 
:ellington� stor\.
´7he taniZha go through all these transIorPations, 
groZing bigger, d\ing, transIorPing into stone, 
and :hątaitai’s Zairua turns into a IePale bird, 
so Zithin all oI those changes there’s this sort oI 
gender Iluidit\ and shapeshiIting Zhich is seen in 
Pan\ diIIerent pŞrąNau 0ąori,µ =alN�1eale sa\s. 
´7ransIorPation is part oI ever\one’s lives, not onl\ 
trans people, but Ze are a visible e[aPple oI it.µ

Gallery news
by Alessia Belsito-Riera
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'raZing inspiration IroP Pasters such as &p]anne, 
HoIPann, 3icasso, and 0atisse, .iZi artist 
7oss :oollaston IorsooN à la mode naturalistic 
portraiture to create ZorNs that Zould evoNe 
his subMects through bold, spontaneous lines, 
st\lised IorPs, and vibrant colours. ,n doing so, he 
revolutionised 1eZ =ealand portraiture, ushering it 
into the Podernist era. 
7o honour the artist’s liIe and legac\, 1eZ =ealand 
3ortrait *aller\ 7e 3ŞNenga :haNaata presents 
Toss Woollaston: Figures from Life until the 9th of 
)ebruar\. 
´7his e[hibition repositions :oollaston as 
a Podern portraitist oI eTual stature to his 
landscape ZorN,µ 1eZ =ealand 3ortrait *aller\ 
director -aenine 3arNinson sa\s. ´His radical 
experimentation and commitment to capturing the 
essence oI his subMects, Zithout Ilatter\, laid the 
groundwork for a new approach to portraiture in 
$otearoa.µ
)eaturing nearl\ �� artZorNs, the e[hibition is 
the culPination oI \ears oI collaboration and 
dedication. ,t highlights :oollaston’s Mourne\ IroP 
aspiring poet to pioneering creative, ePphasising 
his earl\ inIluences and relationships Zhile 
reflecting on the human experience and different 
Za\s oI seeing and being seen. 3arNinson e[pands 
on :oollaston’s legac\ beloZ. 
What is particular about Woollaston’s portraiture 
style?
:oollaston Zas the Iirst 1eZ =ealand artist to Iull\ 
ePbrace a Podern approach to painting portraits. 
5ather than attePpt to create a naturalistic 
likeness akin to a photograph, he spent hours 
reall\ looNing at people. He tried to capture their 
IorP, the uniTue geoPetries oI their Iaces, but 
he also sought to communicate a sense of who 
the\ Zere. He did this initiall\ using bold outlines 
and Iacets oI colour, Zhich are TuicNl\ dashed in. 
2ver tiPe, he developed his oZn uniTue st\le oI 
painting using la\ered planes oI patchZorN colour, 
delighting in the viscosit\ oI the paint. He Zasn’t 
concerned Zith Ilattering his subMects, instead he  
tried to capture aspects oI their character. 
What is his lasting impact on the art world?
:oollaston is ver\ Zell NnoZn in 1eZ =ealand as 
a landscape painter, but his portraits – despite 
PaNing up halI oI his practice ² have been 
largel\ overlooNed and are oI eTual signiIicance. 
Acknowledging his commitment to a modern 
approach to portraiture IroP the earliest \ears oI 
his career, as this e[hibition does, alloZs \ou to 
see Must hoZ radical and innovative his portraiture 
Zas. 
What do you hope visitors take away from the 
exhibition?
, hope the\ taNe aZa\ a sense oI an artist reall\ 
grappling Zith his craIt, constantl\ e[periPenting 
and reIining his approach. 7he Peditative 
discipline oI hours spent looNing, but also the Mo\ 
he tooN in ZorNing Zith paint, inN, and pencil. 7he 
coPplete coPPitPent oI 7oss and his ZiIe (dith 
to his practice is also astounding� the sacriIices 
the\ Pade in their earl\ Parried liIe ² living in 
rudiPentar\ circuPstances ² to enable hiP to 
paint, but also the coPPunit\ and IelloZship 
the\ built around thePselves, Zhich Pade it 
possible. 7he ZorNs that resulted are soPe oI the 
most intimate and affecting portraits within New 
=ealand’s art histor\.

Radical and revolutionary
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Figures from Life by Toss Woollaston.

Art and activism, arm in arm

Visible authenticity

´$s recent events dePonstrate, as long as 0ąori 
rights within Aotearoa are threatened, Diane 
>3rince@’s artZorNs and her unIlinching attention to 
0ąori issues and sovereignt\ Zill also be relevant,µ 
3ątaNa $rt � 0useuP lead curator ,oana *ordon�
6Pith sa\s. 
,n Zhat is 3rince’s �1gąpuhi, 1gąti :hatua, and 
1gąti .ahu� Iirst signiIicant solo shoZ at 3ątaNa 
until the 9th of March, Diane Prince: Activist Artist
serves as a long overdue tribute that brings together 
a selection of pieces that foreground the close 
relationship betZeen activisP and art in her practice. 
$s a painter, Zeaver, installation art practitioner, set 
designer, and educator, 3rince’s ZorN is varied, but 
alZa\s ZalNs arP in arP Zith social issues. ´:hat 
draws her use of these different media together 
is a consistent interest in foregrounding Mąori 
concerns, and in particular the need to remember 
0ąori histories and practices and to e[aPine and 
interrogate the s\stePs that place those histories 
and practices under threat,µ *ordon�6Pith sa\s.   
&onte[tualised b\ both landParN and current 0ąori 
activisP, the e[hibition presents 3rince’s ZorN as 
deepl\ relevant and signiIicant to understanding 
0ąori and 1eZ =ealand �art� histor\. 
3rince uses art to ´e[tend grassroots activisP 
alread\ happeningµ, *ordon�6Pith continues. ´%ut 
her works also make constant reference back to 
practices and ZhaNapapa that ground 0ąori in Zho 
the\ are. <ou can see that in 'iane’s consistent 
use oI Zeaving and in draZings and designs that 
celebrate 0atariNi. 7hat constant return to 0ąori 
practices is Pore than Must activisP as critiTue, 
it’s an activisP that holds on to and IortiIies the 
Ioundations Ior a strong sense oI selIµ.

Karewa 2 by 
Louie Zalk-
Neale.

Kōhatu by 
Louie Zalk-
Neale.

Kirirua 2 by 
Louie Zalk-
Neale.
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7he ���� 1eZ =ealand general election Pa\ 
go doZn in histor\ as one oI the Pore e[citing 
and iPportant ones in a ver\ long tiPe. 7he 
iPplications could be staggering Ior ordinar\ .iZis, 
noZ and \ears doZn the line. 6oPe people Pight 
still be asNing thePselves, are Ze trul\ bacN on 
tracN, or Zill issues liNe the ever�Zidening Zealth 
gap and the cost oI living get Zorse over tiPe" 
7he title Back on Track? The New Zealand General 
Election of 2023 raises an interesting Tuestion, 
and iI \ou tooN a surve\, \ou Zould probabl\ get 
several diIIerent ansZers depending on Zhich side 
oI the political Ience people sit on.
5ather than concentrating on Must the politics, 
editor 6tephen /evine Iocuses on all Iacets oI the 
election. 7his includes the Pedia’s involvePent 
and its role in shaping the neZs. 7here is genuine 
introspection into how the mainstream media has 
lost soPe oI the public’s trust, and the obstacles 
the\ Iace to reclaiP it. :hile it’s a debate Ior 
another tiPe, it needs to be had, especiall\ noZ 
Zhen people are rel\ing so Puch on social Pedia 
Ior neZs coverage.
3olitical leaders are intervieZed, giving readers a 
chance to peer behind the curtain and see what 
was going through their minds at the time and 
Zh\ the\ did Zhat the\ did. 0\ Iavourite part oI 
the book was the cartoons – those little political 
illustrations that poke fun at our politicians but tell 
a stor\ that neZs articles never could. ,t Zas Iun 
learning a little about the function of the cartoon 
in our Pedia landscape and hoZ Puch sZa\ the\ 
hold over toda\’s readers.
At first glance, Back on Track? might not interest 
those Zho are less interested in politics. HoZever, 
for the political animals out there that eat this stuff 
up and Zant to NnoZ Pore about the election’s 
inner ZorNings" 7his is going to be Pagic IroP 
heaven.

,n the second installPent oI this Iantas\ series, 
author -essica -a\ne :ebb builds on her Iirst 
novel, The Secrets of Wilderfort Castle b\ 
e[panding her otherZorldl\ setting oI P\ster\, 
intrigue, and a plot Iull oI tZists and turns.
,n The Waiting, $gatha :ilderIort, noZ Zell versed 
in the Pan\ secrets her inherited :ilderIort 
Castle holds, is at first listless and disengaged – 
&harles �her love� is Pissing, or perhaps Zorse, 
in the daePon realP. %uo\ed b\ those around 
her, &aelan, 9ariZen, 1aga, HelgaP, the girl�
Zitch 3oll\anna, and the deadl\ but lo\al )e\, all 
encourage her indoPitable spirit. 7he possibilit\ 
of being able to contact Charles to find his exact 
Zhereabouts b\ coPbining three dangerous spells 
is irresistible to a desperate Agatha, and so the 
Mourne\ begins.
The Waiting is &harles’ stor\ too, Zith the alliances 
and tradeoIIs he Pust PaNe to survive and return 
to $gatha unscathed. /ord &aspian is bacN in all 
his ugl\ glor\ and an uneas\ suspense unIolds over 
2[[\, the air daePon. 5etrieved IroP &aspian’s 
Panor, 2[[\’s subseTuent behaviours beg the 
Tuestion Zhether he is in the throes oI a stunning 
betra\al, or the victiP oI soPething Pore sinister.
,t’s hard not to notice :ebb’s progress as a Zriter 
in this fantastical saga with daemons – both good 
and bad ² and the parallel realPs in Zhich the\ 
reside. , enMo\ed the careIull\ craIted characters, 
the water daemon, shape changer, forest daemon, 
ZarlocN, and girl�Zitch. 7hese otherZorldl\ beings 
with their magic and nuanced powers complement 
the roPance elePent oI the stor\.
Whether thwarting an impending threat of a 
greater daemon entering the human realm or 
summoning her burgeoning powers as a choler, 
the race is on to open the door to where Charles 
lingers.
0\ onl\ slight Irustration Zith The Waiting was the 
trees printed on the pages, Post probabl\ intended 
to evoNe a sense oI a darN and Ioreboding realP. 
,nstead, the\ Zere a little distracting. 7his aside, , 
look forward to reading the next installment from 
:ebb� The Change, Zhere a neZ Zar is breZing.

Back On Track?
Edited by Stephen Levine
Te Herenga Waka University Press
Reviewed by Kerry Lee

The Secrets of Wilderfort 
Castle: The Waiting
Written by Jessica Jayne Webb
Jessica Jayne Webb
Reviewed by Jo Lucre

´(clecticµ is an understatePent as a descriptor Ior 
this collection. 7he latest /anding (dge antholog\ 
continues its tradition oI social coPPentar\ ² 
this tiPe Zith contributions IroP �� Zriters oI 
all ages and IroP var\ing cultural and language 
bacNgrounds. ,n place oI the erudite and the 
esoteric, Ze get a diversit\ oI poetic reIlections on 
the theme of generations that are appealing in their 
relatabilit\.     
$sher &are\, aged seven, has a vieZ on hoZ 
generations start ² \ou can sa\ a lot in Iive lines� 
9aughan 5apatahana Zrites his poeP in te reo and 
(nglish, and concludes Zith ´, ZalN bacNZards into 
the Iuture, Zith P\ e\es Ii[ed on the past.µ $nd 
-aPes %roZn opens Zith ´$ncestors are deceased 
people Zho bother \ou soPetiPes.µ
Life’s worth b\ 0a\tal 1o\, Zhose e[tended IaPil\ 
lives in ,srael, oIIers a spinechilling vieZ oI the 
conIlict betZeen ,srael and *a]a� ever\ line here is 
a challenge. ,t dePonstrates that a poeP can PaNe 
a poZerIul statePent ever\ bit as eIIective as a 
political one.
Sure to rise b\ 6use 0ac*illivra\ is, perhaps 
predictabl\ Ior soPe readers, a tribute to the 
Edmonds Cookery Book. Here is an aIIectionate 
looN at a centur\�old recipe collection, recalled Zith 
iPages to PaNe us sPile� ´IroP dog�eared, sticN\ 
and stainedµ to delu[e editions espousing tahini and 
casheZ creaP.    
Kaumatua b\ 5icN\ 0asterPan is the onl\ poeP 
here that rh\Pes� 5h\Ping gives PoPentuP and 
that’s Zhat enhances a ballad�st\le account oI a 
long and satisI\ing liIe. , loved ´the Nids caPe Iast 
and greZ liNe grass, Ze sTuee]ed the beggars in.µ
Among the poems about women, Do not go b\ -an 
-ordan is one oI the Post outstanding. .noZn Ior 
her Zritings about ZoPen as victiPs and survivors 
oI se[ual violence, -ordan’s use oI language 
poZerIull\ recalls the tiPes Zhen the ´n\Pphs oI 
the paveµ Zere Post vulnerable ´to the blue sleeve 
oI the laZµ.
Now and Then is an accessible read, an 
encouragement to new writers, and a breath of 
nostalgia Ior us all.

Now and Then: Poems 
About Generations
Landing Press 
Reviewed by Margaret Austin  

7his sliP voluPe coPes to us b\ Za\ oI a poet 
and a painter. 7he poet is 'inah HaZNen and the 
painter is 3atricia )rance. 7he\ never Pet. %ut their 
collaboration gives us a uniTue blend oI Zords 
and paintings that evoNes a sense oI beaut\ and 
reIlective ZisdoP.
When she was in her fifties, France – in a 
reParNable act oI selI�responsibilit\ ² adPitted 
herselI to $shburn Hall, a ps\chiatric hospital in 
'unedin. $nd it Zas at her ps\chiatrist’s urging 
that she began to ´paint out the pastµ as a path to 
rebirth. 7his she continued to do Ior the rest oI her 
liIe, and Ze have this booN as a record oI her visual 
reIlections.
7he paintings Ieature ZoPen ² especiall\ their 
Iaces ² and IloZers. , can’t iPagine tZo subMects 
more suited to contemplation and peace of 
Pind� HaZNen reIerences the ´straight bacNs 
and :esle\an belieIsµ oI their Iorebears and 
lo� the accoPpan\ing painting is oI a bacNZard�
leaning ZoPan looNing straight ahead. 7he poePs 
throughout coPPent siPilarl\ and soPetiPes 
subtl\ on )rance’s ZorN. 7hat the Zriter can onl\ 
guess the artist’s intention adds to the intrigue oI 
her poePs. 
7itles are soPetiPes borroZed IroP other ZorNs� 
oIten 7.6. (liot’s Four Quartets which France 
listened to Zhile painting. $ boatshed beloZ 
the &aselberg house in %road %a\ is charPingl\ 
recalled� ´,t’s as iI each artist Zaits liNe an 
upturned boat � Ior their season and their oars.µ 
One of the more challenging paintings is matched 
b\ HaZNen’s title What are they thinking" 6he 
asks this of three female figures – a mother and 
on either side tZo daughters. 7he\ ´looN through 
� the present, in Zhich she is absent, into the 
Iuture.µ The unimaginable summer is another less-
than�optiPistic poeP, placed side b\ side Zith a 
painting redolent Zith Iier\ red ² reIerencing in our 
poet’s Pind the $ustralian bushIires.
Faces and Flowers: Poems to Patricia France is a 
tribute to painting, to poetr\, and to the colour the\ 
both celebrate.

Faces and Flowers: Poems 
to Patricia France
Written by Dinah Hawken
Te Herenga Waka University Press
Reviewed by Margaret Austin
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Merry 
Christmas

from your trades and services

Merry Christmas 
from the team!

31b Ulric Street Plimmerton

Phone: (04) 233-8770
office@everiss.nz

www.everiss.nz

We provide a full range of funeral facilities and 
amenities for our community with locations in 

Wellington, Karori and Johnsonville

How can we help?

Caring for you and your family in your time of need

www.lychgate.co.nz | Ph: (04) 385 0745

Merry Christmas from the 
team at Lychgate Funerals

WWW.MOTORTECHLTD.CO.NZ

Auto repair specialist in Wellington 
offering peace of mind vehicle services

Call: 04 568 3153
14 Laery Street, Lower Hutt, Wellington

We proudly service hybrids, EVs, and ICE 
vehicles for the wider Wellington area.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
from Graeme and the team

Christmas hours: Close 24th December
Open 30th-31st Dec, Reopen Monday 6th Jan

   

Call today for a free onsite assessment and quotation!

• Broken Windows
• Frameless Showers
• Mirrors

• Window + Door Maintenance
• Table-Tops

• Splash-Backs
• Pet doors

RETRO DOUBLE GLAZING SPECIALISTS

R & B GLASS
& GLAZING LTD

Phone: 04 934 0948   Jordon: 021 243 5223
Email: sales@rbglass.co.nz   51A Victoria Street, Petone 5012

Merry 
Christmas from 
Jordon and the 
team! We are 
closed from 

20th December-
13th January

Double Glaze your existing single glazed timber and aluminium windows 
retaining the original look. DO ONE ROOM OR THE WHOLE HOUSEretaining the original look. 

C
P
EmaiEmail: sales@Emai @rbglass.coo.nz   51A Victoria Street, Petone 5012

2 Kansas St, Martinborough 5711
Open 7 days a week! Mon to Sat 6am - 6pm. - Sun 7am-5pm

Phone 06 306 9607 | www.scottysmeats.co.nz

Shop online Delivery Runs:
Wellington region: 
Every Wednesday (please ensure your 
order is made by Monday night)
Wairarapa: 
Every Friday (please ensure your 
order is made by Wednesday night)

Christmas Pack: 
Bone in Ham $18.95 per kg 
Pressed Ham $22.95 per kg 
Lamb Leg $50 
Lamb Shoulder $50 
Turkey $79
$420

191 MAIN RD, TAWA   Ph: 04 232 4763
Clockwork Gold

Merry Christmas 
from Gary and the team!

We will be open all summer apart from 
December 25th-26th and January 1st-2nd

Come in and enjoy a drink with us! Free no obligation quotes

Andy Traill
027 450 9207
traill@live.com

TREE REDUCTIONS & REMOVALS
PRUNING & TRIMMING
HEDGING & SHAPING
STUMP GRINDING

“your local welly door experts”

Residential Range At Prime Doors we strive to be your 
ultimate Door Supplier. 
Repairs 24/7 Prime Doors is a garage door service provider 
that provides comprehensive solutions for all your repair, 
installation, and maintenance needs.

4/253 Riddiford Street, Newtown, Wellington 
(By Appointments Only) 

027 270 0166 | o ce@primedoors.co.nz

We specialise in: Sectional Garage Doors 
Tilt Doors | Roller Doors | Garage Door Automation

www.primedoors.co.nz

DOUBLE GLAZED uPVC JOINERY

www.ecowindows.nz | Showroom at 29 Hutt Road, Pipitea

Merry Christmas from Ross and the team! We will close for 
the holidays on the 20th Dec and re-open on the 6th Jan.

Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm 
Showroom: 29 Hutt Road, Thorndon

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

•  Exciting 
 new fabrics
•  Wide range 
 of blinds
•  Colour 
 consultancy
•  Installation - 
 Repairs
•  3 year guarantee

•  Exciting •  Exciting 

FREE 
measure 
and quote

Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 10am-2pm , Sat 10am-2pm ,
Showroom: 29 Hutt Road, Thorndon

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe ShuttersWe are closed from the 20th of Dec to the 8th of Jan

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz
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1. The Capricorn Spirit

2. Strathmore Bakery and Café

3. Tickadeeboo

4. Artisan Store

5. Thai Chef’s Restaurant

6. Nevalea Alpacas

7. Caveman BBQ

8. Unichem Brooklyn Pharmacy

9. Jade Traditional Thai Massage

10. Caffeinated Dragon Games

A $100 voucher from one of the businesses below

Select one of the business you wish to spend 
money with. 
We will draw the winners and send you out your 
winning voucher.
6end \our entries to adPin#regionalneZs.NiZi or 
post to 3.2. %o[ �����, 0iraPar ����
Entries close December 10th 2024.

Be in to win! 

AVAILABLE FOR FUNCTIONS 
AND FESTIVALS!

enquire through Caveman BBQ on
Call Bob on 027 581 1472

THE FINEST LOW & SLOW SMOKED MEATS, 
JUICY & SUCCULENT, QUALITY FLAVOURS

Great Christmas gift ideas!
The Capricorn Spirit is the go-to destination for crystals, 

readings, healing and holistic health and well-being

103 Willis Street, Wellington Hours:  Mon-Fri 11am-6pm | Sat & Sun 10.30am-5pm
164 Oxford Street, Levin (across the road from New World)

Hours:  7 days 10.30am until 5pm
Ph: 021 231 7890 | Email: susancameron@capricornspirit.com

www.capricornspirit.comwww.capricornspirit.comwww.capricornspirit.com

All your christmas 
shopping in one stop!
45 different artisans

125 Jackson Street, Petone 
(former Trade Aid shop) 
Phone 027 206 5583 | www.artisanstore.co.nz

• Jewellery
• Beauty & Well-Being

• Gift Ideas
• Streetwear

Tue-Sat 10am-4pm |  Sun 11am-4pm |  Closed Mondays
Or by appointment,  cal l  Roz 027 449 4626

Exciting,  eclectic homeware made for your homes. 
Made and styled with love XO

Unit 18, 70 Kingsford Smith Street, Lyall Bay, Rongotai
www.tickadeeboo.store | www.staginghome.co.nz

Great Christmas 
gift  ideas!

Strathmore Bakery and Café

510 Broadway, Wellington | 04 388 6666

Delicious baked goods located in 
Strathmore Park, Wellington

Baker: 
Chhunnat Kean

Hours:
Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm
Saturday 8am to 4pm
Sunday 8am to 3pm

Proudly bringing extraordinary Thai cuisine 
to the NZ capital since 2008.

BOOK YOUR TABLE: 04 385 4535
 Floor G, 1 Blair Street, Wellington

•	 THAI

	 MASSAGE

•	 OIL MASSAGE

•	 NECK &

	 SHOULDER

	 MASSAGE

•	 FOOT

	 MASSAGE

Monday-Sunday

9.00am-7.00pm

Phone: 

04 568 8128

274C Jackson St. 

Petone

Activities, Shop & Co�ee
• Alpaca Walks • Alpaca Cuddles

• Hand Feed  the Alpacas
www.nevaleaalpacas.co.nz

B r ook ly n Phar m acy

6 7  C lev eland  Str eet,  W elling ton
Phone: 0 4  9 3 9  6 6 3 1

O pen M on-F ri 9 am-6 pm,  
S at 9 am-4 pm,  Closed S unday

Stu ck  f or  chr istm as g if t id eas?  C om e v isit!
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WANT SILENT NIGHTS 
THIS SUMMER?

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 
WWW.SNOREX.CO.NZ
OR CALL 0800 766 739

STOP SNORING WITH SNOREX
A CUSTOM MADE

ANTISNORING DEVICE

Free Parking
Upstairs at Capital Gateway, 34 Thorndon Quay, Wgtn

Mon-Fri 10-4.30 | Sat & Sun 10.30-4 
Ph: 04 473 7380 | www.bambini.nz

Proud to stock planet-loving brands
Bobux, Crywolf, Hape, Huxbaby, Lamington, Munster, 
Toshi, Goldie & Ace, and more – in store and online

NZ
owned

Shoe Fitting a 
Specialty

Gift 
Wrapping 

is Free

christmas gift boxes fresh from the fruit guys

You can order now by emailing info@fruitguys.co.nz or call 09 442 2915
Orders available until Friday 13th December

Fruit & Vege Box $59.80 Large Cardboard Fruit Box $64.40

H ours:  M on-F ri 8am-6 pm,  
S at 9 am-5 pm,  S un 1 0 am-5 pm

• Blood  pressure testing 
• Blood glucose testing
• UTI consults
• Vaccinations

• Zinc testing
• Cholesterol testing
• Passport photos
• Ear piercing
• Smoking cessation

Unichem Cuba Mall
For all your pharmacy needs

C u ba Str eet: 1 2 2  C u ba M all,  T e A r o,  
W elling ton |  Phone: 0 4  3 8 4  6 8 5 6

C u ba M allC u ba M all
  F or all your

Christmas G ifts or V ouchers
We will gift wrap & post for you!

We hire and sell wheelchairs and Disability Aids.

68
TARANAKI

STREET CAR 
PARK

near Dixon St & 
Courtenay pl 

next to 
Les Mills 

Gym

PARKING 68 Taranaki Street
FROM ONLY $2.00 per half hour

$15 ($17 multiple entry) Early Bird before 10am till 8pm
$24 Max per weekday,  $7 Overnight 

$3.00 weekends first hour,  then $2 per hour,  max $7

Shoppers Parks 
on lower level for 2 Hrs at normal rates

Rooftop Early 
Bird $15.00

Nights Only $7.00 7pm til 8am

Monthly rates available 0508 447 275

1. Fruit Guys

2. Kura Gallery

3. Aurora Distillery

4. Snorex

5. Bambini

6. Southland Locator Beacons

7. Sarah the Scientist

8. 68 Taranaki Street Car Park

9. Unichem Cuba Mall

10. SaveMart

A $100 voucher from one of the businesses below

Select one of the business you wish to spend 
money with. 
We will draw the winners and send you out your 
winning voucher.
6end \our entries to adPin#regionalneZs.NiZi or 
post to 3.2. %o[ �����, 0iraPar ����
Entries close December 10th 2024.

Be in to win! 

Aurora Distillery Gin Experience
$169.00
Create, make, and take home your own gin with 
award-winning Aurora Distillery in the Wairarapa. Just 
10 minutes outside Martinborough, we have a gorgeous 
site with heaps of botanicals available to forage on site.

www.auroradistillery.co.nz | 76 Hikunui Road, Kahutara

WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS IN AN EMERGENCY

Ph (03) 226 6341
or (027) 412-2925

www.locatorbeacons.co.nz

Farm Safe and OSH are now 
pushing for all farmers who work 
on their own to have a personal 
locator beacon in their safety kit

Available for sale/hire
Comes with a free heavy duty pouch!

ARE YOU WORKING ALONE?

Now available from 90 outlets nationwide
Free heavy duty pouch and delivery

SALE
PRICE
$530

Price at 
time of 
printing

SALE
PRICE
$530

Pu r c h a s e  o n l i n e  f r o m  
ǁǁǁ͘ƐĂƌĂŚƚŚĞƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚ͘ĐŽ͘Ŷǌ

Sc i e n c e  
Ki t s  &  

B i r t h d a y  
WĂƌƟĞƐ
B o o k  i n  

a d v a n c e  f o r  
b i r t h d a y s  

a n d  e v e n t s  
s o  y o u  d o n ’ t  

m i s s  o u t !

Upper Hutt Store: 31-45 Lane Street, Wallaceville
Porirua Store: 11 Commerce Crescent, Waitangirua
Masterton Store: 48 Victoria Street
Levin Store: 20 Cambridge Street South
Palmerston North Store: 46 West Street

• D esi g ner  F ashi ons • B ook s • F am i ly  C lot hi ng  
• B r i c a B r ac • F oot wear  • H ou sehold  G ood s

OPEN 
6 DAYS

tues-sun

3000 fr esh i t em s ar r i vi ng  d ai ly  at  ever y SaveMart

Make your Christmas sustainable! Reduce waste and shop 
recycled

For more information visit www.savemart.co.nz or call 09 622 1759 
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(ach \ear, the Hutt 9alle\ &haPber oI &oPPerce 
celebrates businesses and individuals in the 
coPPunit\ Zith the �degrees :ellington 5egional 
%usiness ([cellence $Zards.
7aNing hoPe the 6uprePe $Zard Zas 6haresies 
/td, Zho also Zon 3ertronic ,ndustries /iPited 
([cellence in 7echnolog\ and ,nnovation. 
0eanZhile, 3eople’s &hoice $Zard sponsored b\ 
$1= Zent to -arvis 3luPbing � *asZorNs, Zho 
also Zon ([cellence in &onstruction, 7rades, and 
,nIrastructure sponsored b\ 0orden.
([cellence in 0anuIacturing sponsored b\ :oburn 
,nternational Zas aZarded to :haNatiNi (ngineering 
������ /td. ([cellence in Hospitalit\, 7ourisP, 
and 5etail sponsored b\ 3.) .endons Zent to 
:ellington 3hoeni[ )ootball &lub and ([cellence in 
6ervice and 6upport sponsored b\ 7H( 6(%(/ to 
4ueen 6treet 3harPac\. 
7he aZard Ior ([cellence in 6ustainable and 
(nvironPental 3ractices sponsored b\ &entre3ort 
/td Zent to 3act *roup Holdings /td and ([cellence 
in Health, 6aIet\, and :ellbeing ,nnovation 
sponsored b\ $&& 1eZ =ealand Zent to 0-H 
(ngineering /td. (PpoZer 3aciIic /td snagged 
'iversit\, ,nclusion, and *roZing 3eople sponsored 
b\ Hutt &it\ &ouncil, Zhile 3rologic 6Nin &are tooN 
hoPe the %est 6Pall %usiness sponsored b\ 
*allagher.
- 7oPlinson 	 &o /td � -7 *roup, $rroZ 8niIorPs, 
and %lacN 'iaPond 7echnologies /iPited Zere 
inducted to the Hall oI )aPe, Zhich Zas sponsored 
b\ 1eZ =ealand 0edia and (ntertainPent �1=0(�.

7he recentl\ ZidoZed 0s. &laus �0illie 2sborne� 
is read\ to be Zooed. ,n search oI an everlasting 
Zinter roPance, she’s signed up Ior Ms. Christmas 
Bachelorette ² Zill she choose soPeone naught\ or 
nice" 
%rought to :ellington on the bacN oI a sleigh IroP 
the 1orth 3ole b\ aZard�Zinning iPprov troupe 
3op5o[, Ms. Christmas Bachelorette will see three 
eligible bachelors �$ustin Harrison, -ed 'avies, 
and '\lan Hutton� and one bachelorette �1ina 
Hogg� v\ing Ior the Iavour oI our snoZ Tueen at 
Hannah 3la\house on )rida\ the ��th oI 'ecePber. 
&harisPatic host ,saac 7hoPas Zill Ian the IlaPes 
while he slips, slides, and segues through the 
evening’s proceedings accoPpanied b\ ice�cool 
tunes IroP /ia .ell\ on Ne\s. 
´,t’s cheeN\, hilarious, and Must the right aPount 
oI raunch\,µ director '\lan Hutton beaPs. ´%ring 
\our Iriends, bring \our PuP, bring \our Zhole 
oIIice Ior a &hristPas part\ the\’ll be talNing about 
Ior ages. Honestl\, it’s the perIect shoZ to get us 
:ellingtonians into the holida\ spirit.µ
:ith a \ear oI sold�out shoZs at &irca 7heatre and 
tZo seasons oI their 1eZ =ealand ,nternational 
&oPed\ )estival hit Farce Onion under their IluII\ 
coats, 3op5o[’s &hristPas�thePed, iPprovised 
dating shoZ is so hot it had to be set in the snoZ. 
0s. &laus Zill be checNing her list and checNing it 
twice before she chooses 
Zho’ll coPe hoPe Zith her tonight. ,t’s an\one’s 
guess Zhich elIish eligible she’ll invite to stand under 
the Pistletoe on &hristPas (ve�

Celebrating success

Naughty or nice?

Millie Osborne.

Wellington Regional Business Excellence Awards Winners:
★ People’s Choice 
★ Excellence in Construction, Trades, and Infrastructure 

Pharmacy Johnsonville

New Year 2025

Summer Hours

Monday 30th December         9am-6pm
Tuesday 31st December         9am-6pm
Wednesday 1st January           Closed
Thursday 2nd January               Closed
Friday 3rd January                    9am-6pm
Saturday 4th January              9am-5pm
Sunday 5th January                  10am-4pm

Mon-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday      9am-5pm
Sunday         10am-4pm 

59 Johnsonville Rd Located next to Countdown
Ph: 04 477 9513  | www.johnsonvillepharmacy.co.nz

Christmas 2024

UNICHEM PHARMACY 
JOHNSONVILLE XMAS HOURS

0eğ\ ChriVtPaV anG $ +app\ 1ew <ear

Monday 23rd December         9am-7pm
Tuesday 24th December         9am-6pm
Xmas Day 25th December       Closed
Boxing Day 26th December     Closed
Friday 27th December              9am-6pm
Saturday 28th December         9am-5pm
Sunday 29th December             Closed

Wednesday 5 March

Monday 3 March
Monday 24 February

Friday 7 March

YOUR LEADING LOCAL SUPPLIER OF 
DISPOSABLE FOOD CONTAINERS & 
ECO-FRIENDLY FOOD PACKAGING

     WELLINGTON | KAPITI 

PALMERSTON NORTH | WAIRARAPA

04 213 8295 
www.rpak.co.nz 

136 Gracefield Rd, Gracefield, Lower Hutt
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Reviews

$ neZ, locall\ Zritten adaptation oI &harles 
'icNens’ Great Expectations, this musical is 
a Passive Ieat and obviousl\ a labour oI love. 
,t Ieatures original Pusic coPposed b\ .atie 
0orton, an ���person strong orchestra �Pusical 
direction b\ 6aar &ohen�5onen�, and over �� 
coPPitted perIorPers.
*r\phon 7heatre has been rotated so that the 
audience sits lengthZa\s doZn the auditoriuP, 
alloZing Ior a Zide stage space. 7he band is 
visible behind the action on one side, Zhile the 
other has been built up Ior a raised acting area. 
7his orientation creates soPe challenges, as the 
acting space becomes thin, limiting the depth for 
the blocking of action and making it difficult to 
hear the dialogue over the livel\ large band Zhen 
the perIorPers are in one corner oI the stage.
'icNens’ Great Expectations has a complex, 
drawn-out plot, which poses another challenge 
in adapting it to the stage. 7he shoZ is close 
to three hours long, with much of the dialogue 
and l\rics leaning Pore into e[position than 
character developPent. 0an\ technical elePents 
are ePplo\ed to tell the stor\, including sound 
eIIects �sound design b\ director 7an\a 3ieMus�, 
proMections �$9 design b\ (PPa 0aguire�, sPoNe, 
and even a puppet. $s the lighting �design b\ 
-aPie %\as and %rian %\as� uses colour creativel\ 
to set location and Pood, the proMections ² 
Zhich are tricN\ to see ² Ieel superIluous to Pe. 
:ardrobe design b\ :end\ HoZard assisted b\ 
Ha\le\ .night e[cellentl\ captures the characters 
and tiPe period. , Zould love to see Pore Iocus 
on the ePotion in the acting and blocNing over the 
use oI technolog\, Zhich , Ieel Zould help to liIt 
the stor\ �and Pusic� oII the page.
:hile an adaptation oI this scale Iaces Pan\ 
challenges, when the full ensemble sings in 
harPon\ there is a Iantastic sound and vibranc\. 
, hope to see Iuture productions oI Pip and 
coPPend :ellington 5epertor\ 7heatre Ior going 
all out on this aPbitious proMect, dedicated to the 
PePor\ oI -ohn *older and his ZiIe $lison.

7he MILK canon is rightl\ capitalised because it 
is ver\ loud �liNe a canon, ZoZ� and chaotic. ´,t’s 
like Wipeout but inside�µ, creator 6ean %urnett 
'ugdale�0artin \ells in a press release, proving 
P\ point. MILK is long�IorP iPprov Peets Zater 
balloons, Zhereb\ a group oI pla\ers ² in this case 
6aloPp *race 1eel\, $nna %arNer, 6arah 3enn\, 
$driana 'ana 9asinca, and (]ra 3rattle\ ² create 
a stor\ out oI suggestions IroP the audience, Zho 
pelt theP Zith proMectiles Zhenever the\ Zant 
soPething onstage to change. 
7his could be as siPple as a perIorPer going IroP 
happ\ to sad, stoNed about a hegg �hair\ egg, oI 
course� to grossed out b\ it, or it could be as dire 
and conseTuential as a death in the MILK IaPil\. 
7his happens Zhen a seePingl\ ordinar\, secretl\ 
legendair\ Zater balloon e[plodes, revealing its 
creaP\ contents and changing the course oI the 
shoZ Iorever. 
,n The MILKYVERSE, which MC Dugdale-Martin 
introduces in a Iittingl\ hilarious and hectic 
Panner �in Iact, the\ even Iorget to tell us Zhat 
to do Zith the Zater balloons� �all good, it’s prett\ 
selI�e[planator\�, our protagonist �'ana 9asinca� 
has Poved out oI 0uP�*randPa’s �*race 
1eel\� hoPe into a Ilat Zith an e[ceedingl\ hair\ 
rooPPate �3rattle\� Zhose PuP �%arNer� has 
a hernia, according to a doctor moonlighting as 
&happell 5oan �3enn\�. 7asNed Zith clearing the 
hair out oI the Ilat lest the 0ilN\verse coPbust, the 
protagonist travels to a diIIerent diPension Zhere 
people �especiall\ Zhoever %arNer is pla\ing at the 
tiPe� can open doors Zith their Pinds� 2nl\ doors 
in their line oI vision though� 6till, iPpressive� 
Special shoutout to design lead and technician 
$nne /arcoP Ior a brilliant insertion oI (n\a’s 
Only Time in The MILKYVERSE, the third out of six 
PilN\ seasons that ,’ve seen. , love these Iun and 
Iunn\, sill\ and sogg\ shoZs and lean into each 
one harder than the last. ,n Iact, as a fresher for 
����’s MILKOWEEN!, , threZ no balloons� )or P\ 
second encounter, Milly Monka’s MILK Factory 
������, , threZ one� $nd Ior The MILKYVERSE, , 
threZ ����� *et it, liNe tZo�percent PilN� 
, Zill noZ oIIiciall\ sign oII and leave the puns to 
the e[perts� 5uII as *ut], Zho have churned out 
\et another udderl\ Iantastic shoZ. :he\ to go�  

$Iter a bus\ international season, principal 
conductor Gemma New is at home on the podium 
with the NZSO and it was a pleasure to see her 
e[pressive, e[pansive st\le again.
:e NnoZ a lot about Zhat the universe looNs 
liNe, but the resonances oI space have to be 
enorPousl\ augPented b\ technolog\ beIore 
Ze can hear a sound Zave in a vacuuP. 0usic 
often settles in this absence of sound and 
.aiMa 6aariaho’s Asteroid 4170: Toutatis is 
unTuestionabl\ Zhat P\ contePporar\ 
e[perience tells Pe space sounds liNe. :onderIul 
orchestration of slow and eerie sounds of strings 
and harps punctuated with blasts of brass and 
percussion left us in no doubt there is a lot to 
listen to in that vacuuP.
&hristian 7et]laII tacNled (lgar’s 9iolin &oncerto 
in % 0inor Zith absolute Paster\. His rich, 
confident, emotional tone contrasted with 
technical excellence where the combination of 
speed, double stopping, and huge shifts with the 
boZ didn’t Ia]e hiP at all. $Iter Toutatis, this was 
Pusicall\ Pore (arth bound but also sN\ high.
*ustav Holst’s The Planets is epic, evocative, 
and vivid. 1eZ’s sense oI draPa is Zell suited to 
bringing these astrological characters to liIe. 7he 
Tualit\ oI the interpretation betZeen conductor 
and orchestra Zas absolutel\ on point. Holst’s 
coPposition, rh\thP, and orchestration is oI 
course critical and brings the characters to the 
stage – Mars, the Bringer of War; Saturn, the 
Bringer of Old Age; Neptune, the Mystic and 
so on – but the conductor and musicians must 
PaNe theP real. 0usical e[cellence gave each 
oI the planets their individual nature, the section 
principals were brilliant as usual, and the tone 
and voluPe oI the 9oices 1eZ =ealand &haPber 
&hoir Zere IlaZless. 7here Zas also soPething 
e[tra going on in this perIorPance. 1eZ soPehoZ 
linNed the heartbeats oI the planetar\ cousins to 
create connection and an awe-inspiring sense of 
the Zhole universe.

&elebrating �� \ears oI the &irca pantoPiPe, this 
\ear’s oIIering Zas alZa\s going to be special. ,t’s 
fitting, then, that this edition of the panto has a 
Dr Who�inspired, tiPe�travelling tZist Zith $nita 
0inute �-than 0organ� dressed in a sparNl\ third�
'octor�thePed tailcoat and necNtie �costuPe 
design b\ 6heila Horton� and a 3ortal�2o in place 
oI the 7$5',6. ,t’s great to see -acNson %urling 
bacN in a Iull role, rather than pla\ing sZing, as 
-ustin 7iPe, $nita’s coPpanion. 7here’s even 
a nerdalicious nod to Jurassic Park in Natasha 
0c$llister’s velociraptor Pinion and the occasional 
callbacN to previous pantos, including /\ndee�-ane 
5utherIord’s *oose\ Zith her nasal ´HoooooonN�µ 
for those of us old enough to remember Mother 
Goose �� \ears ago.
:riters *avin 5utherIord and 6iPon /ear\ 
have created another ZonderIull\ entertaining, 
hoPegroZn adaptation oI a classic Iair\tale Zith 
all the :ellington�thePed and political MoNes 
Ze’ve coPe to e[pect. 7he digs at 'avid 6e\Pour, 
:inston 3eters, and 6hane -ones elicited laughs 
IroP the largel\ adult opening�night audience 
and %ronZ\n 7urei tearing in halI a sheet oI paper 
and perIorPing a haNa Zith 0organ received the 
biggest roar of applause for acknowledging current 
political events.
7he cast oI e[perienced perIorPers ZorN 
beautiIull\ and energeticall\ together and lean into 
the gender�Iluid and inclusive nature oI the panto. 
1o one does a villain liNe %ronZ\n 7urei as evil 
Iair\ 'usN, and 6iPon /ear\ and .athleen %urns 
are charPing as 'aZn and 'a\, Iair\ dads to the 
delightIul $urora $ustralis �5achel 0c6Zeene\� 
and her stunning singing voice.
$s ever, 0ichael 1icholas :illiaPs coPes up 
trumps with his musical arrangements of pop hits 
b\ stars ranging IroP 7he %each %o\s to &her and 
(d 6heeran and even sneaNs in a hoPage to the 
Dr Who thePe. 
,an HarPan’s set design, including a stunning 
painted cobblestone Iloor, and 0arcus 0c6hane’s 
lighting create a lush and vibrant stage Ior \et 
another Iabulous, Iunn\, and Ilirt\ pantoPiPe. 
2h, no the\ didn’t� 2h, \es the\ did�

Pip: The Musical
Book and lyrics by John Golder with Tanya Piejus, 
Talia Carlisle, and 
Katie Morton
Directed by Tanya Piejus
Gryphon Theatre, 27th Nov 2024 
Reviewed by Stanford Reynolds

The MILKYVERSE
Created and directed by 
Sean Burnett Dugdale-Martin
Presented by Ruff as Gutz
BATS Theatre, 26th Nov 2024
Reviewed by Madelaine Empson 

The Planets: Elgar & Holst
Presented by 
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra
Conducted by Gemma New
Michael Fowler Centre, 22nd Nov 2024
Reviewed by Tamsin Evans

Sleeping Beauty: 
The Pantomime
Written by Gavin Rutherford and 
Simon Leary
Directed by Gavin Rutherford
Circa Theatre, 16th Nov 2024
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Christian Tetzlaff. Photo by Giorgia Bertazzi.

Photos by Roc Torio.
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What’s on December

6th Dec. Gingerbread: A Kid Friendly 
Christmas Drag Show: The Fringe Bar, Allen 
Street, Te Aro ² �pP. $dults and taPariNi 
aliNe Zill have a Mingle�ball at this Iestive drag 
shoZ. Hosted b\ :ill\ 6PacNn7ush >pictured@ 
and Ieaturing a sleighIul oI naught\ and 
nice performers from across the snow globe, 
*ingerbread is a Iantastic Za\ to get into the 
&hristPas spirit� 
Photo by Kirsty Harnden.

21st Dec. The Star of Bethlehem and Summer 
Solstice: Stonehenge Aotearoa, Ahiaruhe Road, 
Carterton ² ����pP. 7he suPPer solstice ParNs 
the longest da\ oI the \ear. (nMo\ soPe Pusic, 
Zatch the sunset, learn all about the night sN\, 
discover ancient practices and traditions, and 
celebrate late into the ZarP evening.  

Wairarapa 
7th Dec. Masterton Christmas Fair: Rotary Club of 
Masterton South, South Road, Masterton ² �aP. 
Crafts, food, entertainment, and stalls collide at this 
Iestive Iair. 
8th Dec. A Very Carterton Christmas: Carrington 
Park, High Street, Carterton ² ����pP. .eep the 
&hristPas celebrations going aIter the Iestive 
parade Zith Pusic, Nids’ activities, stalls, Iood, 
dancing, and Pore. 

Music
6th Dec. Dave Murphy and Janet Muggeridge: 
Thunderbird Café, Featherston Street, Te Aro – 
����pP. 3la\ing Pandolin and guitar coupled 
Zith sonorous vocals, 'ave and -anet Zill perIorP 
$Pericana and IolN classics, plus soPe originals.
8th Dec. Wellington City Orchestra Presents: 
Donald Maurice conducts Lilburn, Shostakovich, 
Ritchie: St Andrew’s on The Terrace, The Terrace, 
Te Aro ² �pP. (nMo\ an aIternoon perIorPance oI 
delicious classical Pusic Iavourites. 
12th Dec. Solar Daze: Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro 
² �pP. &atch local 3ņneNe neo�soul hip�hop Iive�
piece 6olar 'a]e as the\ release their neZ single.
12th Dec. Kita: Rogue and Vagabond, Garrett Street, 
Te Aro ² �pP. 6ee .ita Zhere the\ Iirst cut their 
teeth as the\ celebrate their neZest Pusic video 
Chasing Summer. 
13th Dec. Come Together – Big End of Year Bash: 
St James Theatre, Courtenay Place, Te Aro ² �pP. 
$otearoa’s Iinest Pusicians Zill perIorP the greatest 
�� rocN songs oI all tiPe. 
14th Dec. New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Presents: Messiah: A Christmas Tradition: Michael 
Fowler Centre, Wakefield Street, Te Aro ² ����pP. 
7he truPpets shall sound as the 1=62 rings in .iZi 
suPPer Zith Handel’s Messiah.
15th Dec. Saxcess: St Andrew’s on The Terrace, 
The Terrace, Te Aro ² �pP. &elebrate the Mo\ oI the 
season at the 6a[cess &hristPas concert�

Performance
Until 11th Jan. Sleeping Beauty: The Pantomime: 
Circa Theatre, Taranaki Street, Te Aro ² various 
tiPes. :ith the help oI sass\ Iairies and tZo 
interdiPensional travellers, $urora Pust venture 
through the time-space continuum to reclaim her 
throne IroP evil Iorces.
5th-6th Dec. Fruitcake: A Jolly Good Christmas Drag 
Show: The Fringe Bar, Allen Street, Te Aro ² �pP. 
7his &hristPas drag spectacular is Ior ever\one, 
Zhether \ou’ve been naught\ or nice. 
7th Dec. Urzila Carlson: The Opera House, Manners 
Street, Te Aro ² �pP. *et read\ Ior brand�neZ MoNes 
IroP 1eZ =ealand’s Iavourite 6outh $Irican .iZi. 
7th Dec. Have A Very Merry Caburlesque 11: The 
Fringe Bar, Allen Street, Te Aro ² �pP. &elebrate 
the sill\ season Zith beZitching &hristPas�thePed 
cabaret and burlesTue perIorPances. 
13th Dec. PopRox Presents: Ms. Christmas 
Bachelorette: Hannah Playhouse, Courtenay Place, 
Te Aro ² �pP. Ms. Christmas Bachelorette stars a 
recentl\ ZidoZed and read\ to be Zooed 0s. &laus 
in her search Ior an everlasting Zinter roPance�
14th-15th Dec. IDIOM: Te Auaha, Dixon Street, Te 
Aro ² �pP. ([pect top�notch circus, coPed\, dance, 
music, and more from local and international artists 
at the top of their game, with a special appearance 
IroP /aser .iZi.
20th-21st Dec. Tama Alexander’s December Double 
Up: The Fringe Bar, Allen Street, Te Aro ² ����pP. 
$Zard�Zinning stand�up coPedian 7aPa $le[ander 
shares his Zild and ZacN\ e[periences. 
21st-22nd Dec. The Pantoloons Present: A Very 
Messy Christmas!: Little Theatre, Lower Hutt; 
Southward Theatre, Paraparaumu – 11am, 1pm; 
�pP. ,t’s nearl\ &hristPas (ve, and ever\thing is 
going Zrong in 6anta’s ZorNshop�

Festivals
Until 14th Dec. Six Degrees Festival: BATS Theatre, 
Kent Terrace, Te Aro ² various tiPes. 9ictoria 
8niversit\ oI :ellington ² 7e Herenga :aNa 0aster 
oI )ine $rts students present a sPorgasbord oI Iive 
diverse pla\s.  
7th, 14th Dec. Christmas in the Quarters: Various 
locations and times in Wellington. &atch craIt 
sessions, music, circus acts, and Santa at 
:ellington &it\ &ouncil’s &hristPas celebrations. 
14th 'ec. PaeNąNąriNi &hristmas )ete� St Peter’s 
Village Hall, Beach Road, Paekākāriki - ��aP. 6talls, 
live Pusic, and entertainPent converge in this 
celebration Ior &hristPas.

Gifts that Grow

Scan to give
Gifts that Grow

Life-changing 
gifts!

Give meaningful gifts this year. 
Order online at childfund.org.nz\gifts-that-grow today!

I  can  believe  what we like. But  in matters 
of church and faith. Unless there is some
substance to that belief The answer is *blowing 
in the wind. Farting breeze. Bob dylan. Where 
have all the flowers gone? Neve knew that 
song. We wld be inviting deceivers. convert 
to a futile false belief? tragic. My nghbr 
has tell 5x family deaths. Wories are they 
all all true? Hav to work thro one by one. 
Unlawful act. stab at prison kitchen? It is 
critical let down.  No scrutiny. Coun post. Leagu 
Mp justice. Casual dismiss. Yes a measure of
Truth -atoms. Let balance bgnn. Guess or 
suppose is fools proof. I mean no proof of
fact. Only persuasive lawyer Theology. 
Sic world full of idiots. m0277 845 900.
Certain you nono know. Avoid mistakes. 
2-coming. Pythagoras. Donald McDonald 
quad rlln genius hawking int-nat jour.
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What’s on January

Until 7th Jan. Summer Group Show: Vincents 
Art Workshop, Willis Street, Te Aro. $rtists 
from all backgrounds, experiences, ages, and 
ZalNs oI liIe coPe together in 9incents $rt 
:orNshop’s Iinal e[hibition oI ����. :ith so 
Puch diversit\, the ZorNs presented are vast 
and varied and span all Ninds oI diIIerent 
PediuPs. Detail of Doily by Anne Marie Bush.

11th Jan. Isuzu UTE A-League – Wellington 
Phoenix v Adelaide United: Sky Stadium, 
Waterloo Quay, Wellington Waterfront ² �pP. 7he 
Iirst hoPe gaPe Ior the :ellington Pen’s Iootball 
team is set to be a rollicking and rambunctious 
occasion. :ith the success oI last \ear in their 
Zings, the 3hoeni[ are set to soar in their Patch 
against $delaide 8nited.

Wairarapa
4th-5th Jan. Dragstalgia – Wildbunch Wars: 
Masterton Motorplex International Dragstrip, Manaia 
Road, Masterton ² ��aP. 7his car�centric event is 
the perfect place for motorheads to ring in the first 
da\s oI ����. 
10th-12th Jan. Wairarapa Music in the Country: 
Tauherenikau Racecourse, State Highway 2, 
Featherston ² various tiPes. &elebrating �� \ears 
running, :airarapa’s annual countr\ Pusic Iestival 
Ieatures an epic lineup.
11th Jan. Ruth Pretty’s Cookbook Library 
Extravaganza!: Greytown Town Hall, Main Street, 
Greytown ² �aP. Celebrated chef, restauranteur, 
Zriter, and caterer 5uth 3rett\ settles in at the 
*re\toZn /ibrar\ Zith her beloved cooNbooNs and a 
Zhole lot oI stories. 

Music
31st Dec. New Year’s Eve at Upper Hutt 
Cosmopolitan Club: Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club, 
Logan Street, Upper Hutt ² �pP. 5ing in ���� Zith 
classic rocN and pop tunes IroP 0one\ )or 2ld 
5ope. 
4th Jan. Insecure Delusion Presents: A Tribute to 
Tool: Valhalla, Vivian Street, Te Aro ² �pP. ,nsecure 
'elusion pla\s tunes IroP acclaiPed prog�rocN outIit 
7ool. 
10th Jan. Mimi and Ruby: Meow, Edward Street, Te 
Aro ² �pP. $ussie IolN Iavourites 0iPi *ilbert and 
5ub\ *ill co�headline a tour through $otearoa over 
suPPer. 

Performance
6th Jan. The Barden Party Presents: Macbeth: 
The Dell, Wellington Botanic Garden ki Paekākā, 
Glenmore Street ² ����pP. *et read\ to spice up 
\our suPPer Zith a thrilling, sauc\ rendition oI 
6haNespeare’s classic traged\ Macbeth. 
10th Jan. Paul Smith: Michael Fowler Centre, 
Wakefield Street, Te Aro ² ����pP. $Iter selling out 
arenas across the 8., 3aul 6Pith brings his sPash�
hit tour Pablo to 1eZ =ealand.
11th-13th Jan. Sarah Millican: Michael Fowler 
Centre, Wakefield Street, Te Aro ² �pP. :ith tZo 
:ellington shoZs alread\ sold out, be sure to catch 
coPedian 6arah 0illican’s Late Bloomer before 
\ou’re out oI lucN�

Sports
4th Jan. Ninja A-League – Wellington Phoenix v 
Perth Glory: Trust Porirua Park, Mungavin Avenue, 
Cannons Creek ² �pP. &heer on the :ellington 
ZoPen’s Iootball teaP in the Iirst gaPe oI the 1eZ 
<ear. 
15th Jan. Isuzu UTE A-League – Wellington 
Phoenix v Sydney FC: Sky Stadium, Waterloo Quay, 
Wellington Waterfront ² �pP. 7he :ellington Pen’s 
Iootball teaP provide soPe Pid�ZeeN e[citePent 
Zith a Patch against 6\dne\ )& to help \ou shaNe 
oII the post�holida\ blues. 

Galleries
Until 20th Jan. The Art of Banksy: Tākina Wellington 
Convention & Exhibition Centre, Wakefield Street, 
Te Aro. $rt, culture, and politics collide Zhen a 
blocNbuster e[hibition oI %anNs\’s ZorNs descends 
on the capital. 
Until 20th Jan. Fortune: Te Waka Huia o Ngā 
Taonga Tuku Iho Wellington Museum, Jervois Quay, 
Wellington Waterfront. $rtist %ev 0oon presents a 
banTuet oI Nnitted Iood e[ploring histor\, culture, 
and shared IaPil\ values. 
Until 9th Feb. Toss Woollaston: Figures from Life: 
New Zealand Portrait Gallery Te Pūkenga Whakaata, 
Lady Elizabeth Lane, Wellington Waterfront. 7oss 
:oollaston’s approach to portrait painting Zas 
radical and served as a catal\st Ior change in 1eZ 
=ealand’s art scene. 
Until 9th Feb. Mana Tipua Tuku Iho: Courtenay Place 
Light Boxes, Courtenay Place, Te Aro. 7his series 
oI photographic visualisations depicts taNatąpui 
as 0ana 7ipua in and around the Zaters oI 7e 
:hanganui�a�7ara. 
Until 9th Mar. Diane Prince: Activist Artist: Pātaka 
Art + Museum, Parumoana Street, Porirua. 3ainter, 
Zeaver, installation art practitioner, set designer, 
and educator 'iane 3rince’s practice ePphasises 
activisP. 

Festivals
31st Dec. New Year’s Eve Courtenay Carnival: 
Courtenay Place Precinct, Te Aro, Wellington ² �pP. 
6tarting Zith IaPil\�Iocused perIorPers, characters, 
and activities beIore giving Za\ to live bands, '-s, 
circus acts, drag Tueens, roving perIorPers, and top 
Pusic artists, this Iirst annual Iestival is set to be a 
Passive celebration. 
31st Dec. Brew Year’s Eve: Brewtown, Blenheim 
Street, Upper Hutt ² �pP. 5ing in the 1eZ <ear Zith 
HoPe %reZ, 7he %lacN 6eeds, and 6ubliPe Zith 
5oPe.

For your inclusion in our mid-late January 
listings, email: whatson@regionalnews.kiwi. 
Close off for the next issue’s listings is noon 

Tuesday 10 December.

Regional News

To the best of our knowledge, the information 
provided to us regarding the above events 

was correct at the time of press. Our company 
accepts no liability for events postponed, 
cancelled, sold out, or otherwise adapted. 

Combine your multiple debts 
into one easy to manage 
loan. OneLoan helps you 
breathe a little easier.

www.oneloan.co.nz

Inhale.
Consolidate..
Exhale...

LIVE MUSIC | KARAOKE | BURLESQUE 
COMEDY | ENTERTAINMENT

5th – 6th December:
Fruitcake: A Jolly Good Christmas Drag Show

6th December: 
Gingerbread: A Kid Friendly Christmas Drag Show

7th December:
Caburlesque - Have A Very Merry Caburlesque 11

14th December:
NZ Comedy School Holiday Extravanganza

20th – 21st December:
Tama Alexander’s December Double Up

20th December 8pm: 
Friday laughs

21st December 8pm:
 Saturday laughs

OPEN 7 DAYS: 9:30am - 4am
26 Allen Street, Wellington

Book Now - thefringebar.co.nz
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Personalise Your Home with a 
Stunning Bespoke Kitchen

We Come To You!
Absolute Design Group Designs, Supplies and Installs Beautiful Timeless 

Bespoke Kitchens in Wellington. We provide the perfect link between your 
ideas and that Kitchen Design you’ve always dreamed of!

Please browse our website www.absolutedesigngroup.co.nz
Call Ann on 027 645 0785 to discuss your kitchen project.

D E S I G N      G R O U P

Gifts & homeware

m 022 4444779 k hello@natureselements.co.nz www.natureselements.co.nz

Natures Elements is a leading landscaping company on the Kapiti Coast that 
is focused on delivering structurally-sound, quality workmanship with style and 
strong attention to detail.
Husband-and-wife owners Marty and Marie say. “We are a family-owned, Kapiti-local 
business, creating stunning outdoor areas for local clients, supported by our 
talented local professional landscape team,”
Always considering the natural aspects of the environment, Marty suggests ideas 
alongside each client’s vision, needs, and budget. His personable approach enables 
a thorough understanding between the homeowners and the landscaping team, 
who are reliable, open-minded, creative, adaptable, and highly skilled.
With Natures Elements your outdoor area can become your personal sanctuary 
where you can slow the pace of life and embrace the natural world.

LANDSCAPING KĀPITI & HOROWHENUA
Fall in love with your home

Meri Kirihimete!

Landscaping

Bespoke kitchens

Home loans

Spouting

Phone: 06 344 8304 or 0800 505 052
officelni@rainaway.co.nz | www.rainaway.co.nz

• Continuous Spouting in three 
 different pro�les
• Traditional Spouting 
• Traditional Box Gutter
• External Fascia & Spouting System in 
 either Pre-Painted Steel or Timber
• Downpipes 

• Rainwater Heads 
• Gutter Guard
• Made to measure on-site
• A range of pro�les and 16 colours in 
 colorcote steel, aluminium or copper
• NZ's only compliant bracket
• Written 10 years ‘no leaks’ guarantee

Renovating or thinking about rejuvenating your existing 
spouting, come and talk to us.

Accredited to 
offer Gem Finance

Accredited to 
offer Gem Finance

Security, windows, and doors

WE MAKE INSECT AND SECURITY 
SCREENS FOR DOORS AND WINDOWS

For Airflow, Insect Proofing  
and Security 

Aluminium Grill or 
Stainless Steel Mesh 

Security Doors for hinged 
or sliding doors 

Fibre Glass Insect 
screens for windows and 

doors. Hinged sliding & 
retractable options.

Pet Proof mesh available. 
Same day door Remeshing 

service 

Frames colour matched to 
your joinery

EXPRESS GLASS AND 
ALUMINIUM

8 Ihakara Street 
Paraparaumu

04 298 2915
www.egaa.nz

Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm

Free No-Obligation quotes! 
give us a call.
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3resented b\ :ellington &it\ &ouncil, *ardens 0agic 
is bacN IroP the �th to the ��th oI -anuar\ ����, 
Ieaturing :ellington’s iconic concert series, an 
enchanting light displa\, the engaging Nids’ garden 
trail, and the interactive Nids’ e[plorer da\s. 
7he *ardens 0agic concert series Zill Iill our 
summer nights with the sounds of a wide range of 
Pusic genres perIorPed b\ our capital’s vivacious 
talent, set in the %otanic *ardens Ni 3aeNąNą 
6oundshell. 7he Iree concerts start Zith a ZarP�up 
solo act at �pP beIore the Pain act NicNs oII at �pP. 
&oncerts Zill taNe place each ZeeN IroP 7uesda\ to 
6unda\. &oPe earl\ to grab a good picnic spot and 
sta\ aIter the sun goes doZn to taNe in the stunning 
light displa\ b\ 0-) /ighting. 2n ever\ night IroP 
�pP to �����pP, the displa\ transIorPs the %otanic 
*ardens into a gloZing Zonderland. 
'uring the da\, e[plore the Nids’ garden trail betZeen 
�aP and �pP. /earn about the plants in the gardens 
and hoZ the\ groZ Zith 2sNar the bacNpacNing 
tourist. 3rint out 2sNar’s activit\ sheet or picN up 
a cop\ at the 6oundshell, the 7reehouse, or &able 
&ar ticNet oIIice, to discover hidden scenes in the 
%otanic *arden. 'rop \our activit\ sheet into the 
boxes located in the pick-up places to go in the draw 
to Zin a pri]e pacN. 0eanZhile, the Nids’ e[plorer 
da\s, taNing place on the �th, 15th, and ��nd of 
-anuar\, give taPariNi the opportunit\ to spend tiPe 
in nature, learn about plants and animals, and take 
part in nature�thePed activities.
7o Iind out Pore about *ardens 0agic, visit 
ZZZ.Zellington.govt.n]�gardens�Pagic

Gardens Magic 
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Palmers Plimmerton
99-107 St Andrews Road
Plimmerton.  Ph: 04 233 8902

Palmers Miramar
69-71 Miramar Avenue,
Miramar.  Ph: 04 388 8435 S P E C I A L I S T

D E A L E R

PALMERS
PLIMMERTON

8.30am – 5:30pm 8.30am – 5:30pm

Scan here

NOT A MEMBER

SIGN UP
NOW!

10$
EVERY $1 SPEND
EARN 1 POINT
EVERY 100 POINTS GET

VOUCHER

Download our app
Scan, shop and save
Download and register the Palmers
App today to enjoy a $10 voucher on
your birthday, redeemable on your
next purchase!

Get the app
Scan here

to download
The Perfect Pick for

Any Occasion

Palmers Gift CardPalmers Gift CardPalmers Gift CardBirthday
Voucher

$10
OFF

Buy now at your nearest Palmers
store or online at palmers.co.nzFOLLOW

US
palmers.co.nz

We
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gtonCityCouncilpresents

Gardens
Magic
7–26 
January 

Botanic Garden 
ki Paekākā

Light DisplayConcert Series Kids Garden Trail wellington.govt.nz/gardens-magic 
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Enhance your outdoor space
Palmers Garden News

by Steve Goslin
7ransIorPing \our bacN\ard 
into a beautiful outdoor 
space is easier than \ou 
thinN. :hether \ou’re a 
seasoned gardener or a first-
tiPer, the teaP at 3alPers 
can help get \ou started. 
,t’s helpIul to Iirst thinN 
about Zhat \ou alread\ 

have in \our garden and iI there’s a certain st\le 
\ou’re tr\ing to achieve ² liNe cottage garden, 
Pediterranean, or native, as this Zill help inIorP 
plant choice. <our local environPent and soil 
conditions Zill also pla\ a part in deterPining \our 
garden. 1eZ =ealand natives are a great choice 
as the\ reTuire less Zater and Paintenance and 
are hard\ against the :ellington Zind. 'rought�
tolerant plants from other coastal regions, such 
as Australia, South Africa, California, or the 
0editerranean Zill thrive in e[posed gardens as 
Zell. 
2nce \ou’ve decided on \our st\le, select three 
to Iour varieties and colours. )or a hot, tropical 
garden, for example, go with reds, oranges, and 
\elloZs. 
/a\er \our garden b\ starting Zith trees at the 
bacN. 7he\’ll provide the structure and shade 
Ior the rest oI \our garden. 7hen select PediuP�
height shrubs and ground cover to Iill in the gaps 
and supress Zeeds. $ siPple tricN Ior creating 
visual appeal is planting in groups oI three. 
:hether it’s IloZers, shrubs, or coastal plants, 
arranging them in odd-numbered clusters creates 
a natural, balanced looN. 7his also adds depth 
and interest to \our garden Zhile PaNing it Ieel 
Iuller and Pore cohesive. 
:hen it coPes to gre\ and burgund\ colours, 
P\ Iavourites are /oropetaluP 3luP 'elight, 
3arahebe 6noZcap, and $rtePisia, Zhile $belia 
6unshine 'a\dreaP, 3ittosporuP /ittle *eP, 
and Lomandra make for a great tropical colour 
schePe. 
1ot sure Zhere to start" 9isit our 3alPers 
3liPPerton or 0iraPar store Ior advice toda\.

www.palmers.co.nz

Summer times

7here’s nothing liNe a da\ at the beach, in the 
river, or on the laNe. :herever \ou preIer to cool 
doZn, it’s iPportant to Neep \ourselI and others 
saIe.
7he Post iPportant saIet\ Peasure is siPple� 
don’t sZiP alone. ,I \ou’re sZiPPing Zith 
children, Neep an e\e on theP at all tiPes and 
Neep an\ ine[perienced sZiPPers Zithin arP’s 
reach. 
7here are plent\ oI other tips and tricNs too. 
6tretching beIore \ou sZiP is a good Za\ to avoid 
craPps Zhile in the Zater. .noZing \our abilit\ 
and not going outside \our coPIort ]one is also 
iPportant. 'on’t get pressured into sZiPPing 
Iurther or deeper ² \ou NnoZ \our liPits� $void 
drinNing alcohol Zhen sZiPPing too. ,t sloZs 
doZn \our reaction tiPe and can put \ou to sleep, 
Zhich is dangerous Zhen \ou’re around bodies oI 
Zater. 
%e aZare oI natural ha]ards Zhen sZiPPing. 
&hecN the tides and the Zeather, but don’t Iorget 
to also Ponitor Ior an\ contaPinants that could 
have entered into ZaterZa\s. $lso, have a peeN at 
Zhat’s beloZ beIore \ou MuPp in. &annonball�
:hen sZiPPing in the ocean, it’s iPportant 
to take note of tidal changes and dangerous 
currents. (ducate \ourselI on hoZ to spot a rip 
current, and hoZ to respond iI \ou get caught in 
one. $lZa\s sZiP Zithin the liIeguard Ilags. 
2h, and don’t Iorget to slip, slop, slap, and Zrap. 
%e saIe and happ\ suPPer sZiPPing�

Swim safely 

Whanganui Girls’ College

Enrolments Open
Email: admin@wgc.ac.nz | Phone: 06 349 0944

www.wgc.ac.nz

Service offered Wellington wide • 24hrs  • NO DEPOSIT - 30 day invoice
42-50 Burden Avenue, Wainuiomata | Phone: 04 564 3792  •  0800 428 365  •  www.havenfalls.co.nz

Quality care and professional service

Our funeral prices are affordable with NO UPFRONT DEPOSIT required and our average cost is $4,840.00 +GST.
Services offered include:
Uplift of a family member – Northland, Auckland, Rotorua, Taupō and Wellington •  Surgical cleansing and 
preparation • Casket selection • Dressing • Documentation requirements • Coordinating with funeral venues.

Optional Services include:
Funeral notices • Floral tributes • Funeral attendance and officiating • Catering • Orders of service • National & 
International Repatriation. - Services available for families are varied and diverse and the team 
here at Haven Falls will work with your family to provide your specific requirements.

Mourning the loss of a loved one is as hard as it gets. Let Haven Falls do the rest. 

Be in to win a double pass to

Sunday 19th January 2025

Name  .....................................................................................................

Address ..................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

Phone .....................................................................................................

Email entries to:  admin@regionalnews.kiwi or post to:  
Competition, PO Box 15163, Miramar 6243.  
Entries close Monday 6th January 2025.
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6t 0arN’s 6chool and 3reschool is a leading 
Anglican Wellington co-educational independent 
priPar\ school. 6t 0arN’s Zas established in ���� 
and is a school and preschool with traditions of the 
past that Peet toda\’s Podern technologies and 
teaching pedagog\. 6t 0arN’s is an ,nternational 
%accalaureate �,%� :orld 6chool Ior girls and 
bo\s IroP preschool to <ear � that prides itselI on 
preparing taPariNi Ior success at secondar\ school. 
$s the beginning oI \our child’s educational Mourne\, 
preschool is Zhere the\ have the opportunit\ to 
develop a love Ior learning. &hoosing 6t 0arN’s 
3reschool gives \our child a positive start along their 
educational pathZa\ Zhile also preparing theP Ior 
Zhat coPes ne[t. 
&hildren aged tZo to Iive enMo\ a happ\, Iun, and 
engaging environPent through a stiPulating 
curriculuP and e[tensive enrichPent opportunities. 
$ balance betZeen child�initiated inTuir\ and 
structured, age�appropriate activities is Paintained 
in this vibrant, cheerIul, and environPentall\ 
PindIul setting. 
7he educators at 6t 0arN’s believe that children 
are the agents oI their oZn learning, Zhich is Zh\ 
the\ have an active voice, responsibilit\, and a 
staNe in the learning environPent. $ saIe, inclusive, 
and collaborative space is paraPount so that each 
child’s individualit\, innate curiosities, and desire to 
learn can be nurtured to the Iullest. 
7ogether Zith 6t 0arN’s 6chool and 3reschool, 
\ou can support \our taPariNi to reach their Iull 
potential. %\ IulIilling \our child’s needs noZ, 
toPorroZ the\ can stand strong.

A pathway for tomorrow

DOES YOUR TV RECEPTION 
GIVE YOU A HEADACHE?

Get your TV reception problems fixed by our experts to ensure you 
have the best possible picture available using our professional test 
equipment.

• WE COVER THE GREATER WELLINGTON AREA
Wellington, Porirua, Hutt Valley and Kapiti areas. We have over 10 
vans on the road.

• FREEVIEW DIGITAL/SATELLITE TV
We can provide you with local and around the world television and 
radio stations with no monthly charges.

• TV WALL MOUNTING AND SET UP
Not only do we provide a full warranty, but we also guarantee that you 
will be satisfied with the results!

www.aerialmasterwellington.co.nz
PHONE 499 5353

Kura Gallery $100
Carleen Needham - Thorndon

Tickadeeboo $100
Geoff Young & Tracey Reedy - Hataitai

Thai Chef $100
Ray Enhill - Mornington

Fruit Guys $100
Maree Crighton - Lower Hutt

All vouchers have been couriered out

Christmas Countdown
COMPETITION WINNERS 

Kura Gallery $100
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:ellington is a vast and varied region� IroP bustling 
urban centres to tranTuil natural landscapes, there 
are stroNes Ior all Ninds oI IolNs. ,I \ou’re hanNering 
for something a little bit different, cruise down the 
river Zith :ellington 5aIting. 
%ased in the Hutt 9alle\, the\ oIIer a range oI 
Zilderness Zhite Zater raIting e[periences on 7e 
$Za .airangi �the Hutt 5iver� and the :aiohine 
5iver. :ith e[pert staII onboard, ever\ trip is Pade 
saIe, challenging, and Iun, Zhether \ou’re an 
adrenaline MunNie or a leisure�lover. :hat’s Pore is 
that an\one can Moin in on the Iun, no Patter \our 
si]e, age, or abilit\. 
7here are Pultiple e[cursions available through 
:ellington 5aIting. *uided inIlatable ducNie tours 
are perIect Ior pairs, can\oning is Ior IaPilies, 
colleagues, groups, or parties, and there are 
even Pultiple levels Ior the Pore e[perienced 
adventurers.
2n the $NataraZa )orest &an\oning 7rip, guests 
Zill hiNe �� Pinutes into the bush, e[ploring caves, 
MuPping oII rocNs, and abseiling doZn ZaterIalls. 
7he 7e $Za .airangi�Hutt 5iver *rade � 6cenic 
'ucNie 7our is tailor�Pade Ior Iirst tiPers ² sit bacN 
and rela[ Zhile \ou enMo\ spectacular vieZs. 7he 
*rade � :ilderness 'ucNie 7our is suited Ior those 
Zho preIer an added dose oI thrill. 
For a once-in-a-lifetime experience, opt for the 
helicopter Mourne\ into the 7ararua 5anges. )roP 
here, \ou can paddle bacN doZn to base traversing 
�� NiloPetres oI the :aiohine 5iver. 

7he te[tiles studio at the 'unedin 6chool oI $rt is a 
hive oI activit\ Zith students ePbracing sustainable, 
tactile, and reneZable Paterials. :orNing alongside 
the print studio, Iirst�\ear students in the %achelor 
oI 9isual $rts prograPPe are currentl\ e[ploring 
Paterialit\ and the iPpact oI the pop art PovePent 
through screenprinting and ePbroider\.  
7he resurgence oI te[tiles in contePporar\ art 
reIlects a reneZed appreciation Ior craIt, Paterialit\, 
and the tactile Tualities oI Iabric. Historicall\ 
relegated to the realP oI decorative arts or doPestic 
work, textiles are now being acknowledged as a 
poZerIul PediuP Ior artistic e[pression. 6tudents 
can gain sNills in traditional Zeaving, ePbroider\, 
felting, knitting, crochet, and fabric manipulation 
techniTues, transIorPing theP into statePents 
that address identit\, culture, and social issues. 
7e[tiles, oIten rec\cled or repurposed, carr\ inherent 
histories, oIIering a rich PediuP Ior stor\telling and 
coPPentar\ on consuPption, labour, and PePor\. 
7he tactile nature oI Iabric engages vieZers in 
a sensor\ e[perience that contrasts Zith our 
increasing digital encounters. $s a result, te[tiles 
in art are celebrated Ior their abilit\ to conve\ 
coPple[ narratives and ePbod\ cultural, social, and 
environPental concerns in a ph\sical and iPPersive 
Za\. 
7he 'unedin 6chool oI $rt has a range oI 
programmes, including certificate, undergraduate 
degrees and postgraduate degree TualiIications, 
that offer access to the hands-on textiles studio as 
Zell as seven other dedicated studio Iacilities.   

Wonderful Wellington waterways

Sustainable textiles

Dunedin 
School of Art
Creating inspired artists

Discover your potential and creativity 
with study at the Dunedin School of 
Art. Gain the skills and knowledge in 
specialist studios for a wide range of 
creative careers. 
We offer a suite of certificates, 
diplomas,  undergraduate and 
postgraduate qualifications.

info@op.ac.nz
op.ac.nz/art

Image: Eva Ding
BVA Honours, 2024

• Whitewater Rafting Tours • Inflatable Kayaks/Double Duckie Tours 
• Helicopter access Whitewater Rafting • Canyoning • Abseiling

Ready to get your adrenaline 
flowing? Up your adventure game 
with Wellington Rafting!

BOOK NOW and enjoy the adventure! 0204 RAFT IT (0204 7238 48)
 www.wellingtonrafting.nz
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Bayleys real estate

)ounded on a ���\ear legac\ oI e[cellence, 
%a\le\s is s\non\Pous Zith shoZcasing Tualit\ 
propert\, oIIering e[ePplar\ custoPer service, and 
delivering superior results. 7his approach started 
Zith 3aP, *rahaP, and -ohn %a\le\ in ����, and it 
still lives on toda\.
7here are Iour business philosophies that underpin 
%a\le\s’ leadership in sales, auctions, leasing, 
marketing, management, research, financial 
anal\sis, sponsorship, and public relations. 
7he Iirst is Paintaining a Iocus on clients. (ver\ 
%a\le\s teaP PePber Zill taNe the tiPe to get 
to NnoZ \ou, \our propert\, and \our desired 
outcoPes in order to Pa[iPise the value oI 
\our assets. )roP here begins a process oI 
collaboration, which is the second foundational 
value. $s \ou ZorN toZards a shared goal, the teaP 
use ever\ tool and technolog\ at their disposal, 
ensuring innovation rePains a pillar oI their 
approach. /astl\, the entire nationZide teaP are 
coPPitted to accountabilit\ and delivering on their 
proPises. 
:ith over ���� oIIices across $otearoa and the 
3aciIic ,slands, %a\le\s has coPpleted nearl\ 
��,��� sales and leasing transactions ² that’s 
over ���.� billion in sold or leased propert\. 7his 
in-depth experience, knowledge, and successful 
tracN record is reinIorced b\ proactive presence 
and dePonstrated leadership across all propert\ 
sectors. 
$s %a\le\s has continued to groZ over the \ears, 
the Kiwi owned and operated business has 
rePained coPPitted to service and delivering the 
best results. 7hat’s Zh\ clients coPe bacN tiPe 
and again, and across generations.

Legacy of excellence 

Award-winning agent 
Lou is known for 
her dedication to 
her clients, often 
forming lasting 
friendships long 
after the sold sign 
goes up. 6he prides 
herself on personal 
service, tailoring her 
approach to each 
client and propert\ 

to enhance its saleabilit\. :ith precise ParNet 
IeedbacN and e[pert advice, /ou ensures \ou have 
a clear understanding oI Zhat to e[pect. 6he sells 
all propert\ t\pes Zith outstanding results, bacNed 
b\ a Iantastic teaP, including 0att 7hoPason. 
7ogether, the\ deliver e[ceptional service, superior 
ParNeting, and unPatched ZorN ethics. :ith /ou 
and her %a\le\s teaP, the process Zill be seaPless, 
stress�Iree, and reZarding.

5eliabilit\, integrit\, 
and stellar service 
are the cornerstones 
oI -ustine /ord’s 
approach. 6he 
is results�driven 
and committed to 
securing the best 
price, Zhether \ou’re 
bu\ing or selling. 
-ustine is available 
Zhen \ou need, 

ZorNing Ile[ible hours to ensure \our Mourne\ runs as 
sPoothl\ and stress�Iree as possible. 
'ue to her bacNground in veterinar\ PanagePent, 
-ustine is level�headed in high�pressure situations. 
'uring her \ears as a real estate agent, she has 
acTuired a Zealth oI insider NnoZledge, e[cellent 
negotiation skills, and a thorough understanding 
of the market climate, all of which works together 
to ensure \ou get the best possible price Ior \our 
hoPe. 

Sarah George 
has been in real 
estate since ����. 
Having navigated 
the market in all 
conditions, she 
can oIIer advice 
Ior bu\ing and 
selling all t\pes oI 
houses. 7hanNs to 
her background 
in account 

management, Sarah is big on communication, 
ensuring all oI \ou are on the saPe page ever\ 
step oI the Za\. 6he is Iriendl\, engaging, and 
dedicated to providing an outstanding proIessional 
service that ensures \ou get the result \ou Zant. 
$s a local .apiti &oaster, 6arah is Zell versed in 
Zhat PaNes the district uniTue and IirPl\ involved 
in the coPPunit\. /et her help PaNe \our propert\ 
dreaPs realit\.

As a seasoned real 
estate salesperson 
Zith over �� \ears 
of experience 
in the industr\, 
0aura 7ootill has 
an e[tensive tracN 
record of helping 
clients bu\ and 
sell their homes 
and investPent 
properties. :ith 

a deep knowledge of the local market and a 
coPPitPent to delivering outstanding results, 
0aura is dedicated to providing a sPooth and 
stress�Iree e[perience. 
“, believe that coPPunication is Ne\ to a 
successIul real estate transaction, and , alZa\s 
Neep P\ clients in the loop throughout the entire 
process,µ she sa\s. ´, taNe the tiPe to listen to 
P\ clients’ needs and ZorN hard to e[ceed their 
e[pectations.µ

'enise and 5icN 
'r\ ² e[perience 
the 7eaP 'r\ 
diIIerence. 
([pert negotiators 
and a dedicated 
husband-and-wife 
teaP. 
$s a %a\le\s real 
estate teaP, the\ 
combine their 
strengths and a 

data�driven approach to create a client�Iocused 
strateg\. 
Contact us for marketing insights in the 
:airarapa, assistance Iinding \our ideal propert\, 
or selling \our current hoPe. 8nderstanding that 
Pan\ bu\ers coPe IroP outside the region, Ze 
leverage our connections across 1eZ =ealand to 
deliver e[ceptional results.

With accolades and 
aZards aplent\, 
5alph .indl oI 
%a\le\s 3arePata 
delivers Zinning 
results. 3ersonable, 
organised, and 
alZa\s positive, 
he works hard to 
PaNe bu\ing or 
selling an enMo\able 
e[perience.   

'riven b\ a genuine passion Ior helping people 
PaNe signiIicant liIe decisions, 5alph adopts 
a personalised approach Zith each client. He 
collaborates closel\ Zith theP, identiI\ing their 
obMectives in order to craIt a personalised strateg\. 
$s a IorPer 81 soldier and diploPat to the $ustrian 
governPent, 5alph has e[cellent coPPunication 
and negotiation skills that he uses to secure the 
best deal and help \ou achieve \our propert\ goals.

Lower Hutt

Upper Hutt

Kapiti

Palmerston North

Wairarapa

Paremata

CAPITAL COMMERCIAL (2013) LTD, 
BAYLEYS, LICENSED REAA 2008

“Absolutely First Class”

Awarded No. 1 Residential Sales Team, 
Bayleys Wellington 23-24

If you are looking to buy or sell 
real estate, Lou would love to 
be there to help and guide 
you through the process with 
her team at Bayleys, 
New Zealand’s leading 
Real Estate agency.

Contact Lou any time
   027 645 9170

- Rate My Agent Verified Review

Capital Commercial 2013 Ltd, Bayleys,
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Sarah George
Residential and Lifestyle Sales

Sarah is a highly experienced 
agent that has achieved 
consistent results from 2008 to 
the present day

SALESPERSON 
IN OFFICE
2023/2024#1

Request an appraisal
+64 27 453 6530
sarah.george@bayleys.co.nz

www.bayleys.co.nz/
sarah-george

Eastern Realty (Wairarapa) Ltd, Bayleys,
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Denise Dry and Rick Dry
Residential and Lifestyle Sales

Request an appraisal
+64 21 466 376
denise.dry@bayleys.co.nz

+64 21 446 520
rick.dry@bayleys.co.nz

www.bayleys.co.nz/
rick-dry

www.bayleys.co.nz/
denise-dry

DISCOVER THE TEAM 
DRY DIFFERENCE

Capital Commercial 2013 Ltd, Bayleys,
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Justine Lord
Residential Sales and Marketing

Request an appraisal
+64 27 314 5176
justine.lord@bayleys.co.nz

www.bayleys.co.nz/
justine-lord

RELIABILITY, INTEGRITY, 
SERVICE. 

Compassionate and skilled in 
working with clients in high stress 
situations, tactfully minimising any 
stress for all involved. 

Mid West Realty Ltd, Bayleys,
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Maura Tootill
Lifestyle, Residential and Waterfront Sales

I have an extensive track 
record of helping clients buy 
and sell their homes and 
investment properties.

OVER 20 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE IN THE 
INDUSTRY

Request an appraisal
+64 27 284 5850
maura.tootill@bayleys.co.nz

www.bayleys.co.nz/
maura-tootill

Capital Commercial 2013 Ltd, Bayleys,
Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Ralph Kindl
Residential Sales

Driven by a genuine 
passion for assisting 
individuals in making 
significant life decisions

$22 MILLION
INAUGURAL YEAR

Request an appraisal
+64 22 597 0397
ralph.kindl@bayleys.co.nz

www.bayleys.co.nz/
ralph-kindl

Back to contents



Wanting 
more from 
your Primary 
school?
At Marsden, we believe that the ultimate 
goal of education is to prepare children 
for lives of meaning, accomplishment and 
genuine happiness. We support tamariki 
to be the best they can be, and to develop 
into confident, independent, 
lifelong learners.

Small classes
Our small class sizes greatly benefit development and academic achievement. We 
get to know each child’s personal strengths, challenges and learning preferences, 
ensuring that their individual needs are met.   

Jo is an outstanding educator with over 20 years’ 
experience in Primary School education in a variety 
of contexts, including state and private education
in New Zealand and internationally.

A lifelong learner, Jo has a certificate in Advanced Leadership 
with a focus on women in leadership and is working towards 
a Masters in Educational Leadership. She has trained 
extensively in conceptual-based learning, inquiry instruction 
and differentiation, having taught both the National 
Curriculum and International Baccalaureate.

Passionate about sport, Jo has played and coached netball 
and is involved in high-performance sport with New Zealand 
Artistic Swimming. She is an International Artistic Swimming 
Judge, having judged at the Olympics, Commonwealth 
Games, and World Championships.

Jo feels privileged to be able to collaborate with the 
teachers, tamariki and community at Marsden Primary and 
Marsden Preschool and empower our students to reach their 
full potential in an everchanging world.  

Advancing literacy and numeracy 
We are committed to building strong foundations in literacy 
and numeracy through evidence-based programmes. 
Our iDeaL Structured Literacy approach and PR1ME 
Mathematics curriculum align with international best 
practices, offering teaching that is explicit, cumulative and 
systematic. These programmes ensure that students not only 
excel in their early years but also help us address gaps for 
those joining later. With regular assessment checkpoints and 
staff collaboration, we track progress carefully, ensuring every 
student is supported to achieve their full potential.

Specialist learning support 
We are dedicated to meeting the individual needs of every 
student and offer tailored interventions when needed. 
Our specialist learning support teacher and our Arrowsmith 
Program® allow us to deliver comprehensive support. 
We work closely with parents, fostering a collaborative 
approach to ensure students with additional learning needs 
receive the care and resources they need to thrive.

In 2020 we moved our daughter to Marsden Primary at age 6 and we haven’t looked 
back. She loves school and has thrived both inside and outside the classroom. Marsden 
has the ability to connect and work with each child’s uniqueness and ensures that there 

is no opportunity missed. We have since started our youngest daughter who is also thriving.

Marsden is more than just an education for our girls, it provides a proactive learning environment that 
encompasses life skills, sport, music and cultural activities to help them shine in the way they would like.

The staff are connected and interested in each child’s outcomes, both educational and personal. Most 
importantly, our girls are happy and engaged in their schooling and look forward to each day.

We highly recommend Marsden to anyone considering investing in their children’s wellbeing and 
education in this way.”

Mark and Francesca Jurgeleit

Meet our Head of Primary, 
Jo Burns

ADVERTISEMENT

Exceptional teaching and support
Our passionate, forward-thinking teachers embrace the individuality of each student, 
nurturing both their progress and achievements. Specialists teach Physical Education, 

Music, Library and Information Literacy Skills and Te Reo Ma
_
ori, offering tamariki 

a diverse and dynamic learning experience. 

Future-focused learning
We prepare our tamariki for the future by encouraging them to think critically, solve 
problems creatively, and collaborate with others. Technology is seamlessly integrated 
into their learning, empowering students to explore, innovate and connect in a rapidly 
changing world. 

Intentional wellbeing education
We prioritise hauora with a proactive and holistic approach to mental health and 

wellbeing. Our programmes equip tamariki with the tools to manage their mental, social 
and emotional health, allowing them to thrive both in and out of the classroom.

Specialised facilities
Our architecturally designed classrooms and purpose-built library offer a bright, inspiring 
space for learning. Students also benefit from the access to Marsden’s top-notch facilities, 
including Science labs, Art House, gym, auditorium, artificial turf and sports fields.

A spacious, green learning environment
Nestled in the greenery of our Karori campus, Marsden Primary offers 

tamariki a natural playground. They can climb trees, swing on the jungle gym, 
become engineers in the sandpit and enjoy the expansive spaces that 

inspire creativity, exploration and play.

Girls Years 1–13, Co-ed Preschool

Enrolments for 2025 and beyond are open, however, 
spaces are limited for 2025. Secure your child’s place today! 
For more information, visit  www.marsden.school.nz, call us 
on (04) 476 8707 or email enrol@marsden.school.nz



You didn’t know this was here... 
a unique and limited opportunity

If you value the outdoors, land with 

then this is the opportunity for you. 

Having your own space, food sources, gardens and 
animals is a great asset to any family living in our 
trouble plagued world today. 

This combined with the added security of a gated 
Estate and the community resilience of like minded 
families as neighbours.

Ahoroa Estate is now ready for you to create your 
own dream, that special once in a lifetime place, the 
place where family memories are made.

VARIOUS LOT SIZES RANGING FROM 

• Pricing from $900k
• Roading and Civil works completed
• Underground Power to the 

boundaries
•

building platforms 1500-3000sqm
• Titles due early 2025

To view more information visit 
our website: 

AHOROA.CO.NZ

New Release 13 Lifestyle 
Blocks Wellington

18 AHOROA ROAD, JUDGEFORD
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Summer times

6uPPer has begun and the holida\ season is 
draZing near. 7here are plent\ oI Iree and Iun events 
happening in 3orirua in 'ecePber and -anuar\, 
so PaNe sure to pop the IolloZing dates in \our 
calendar.
Holida\ Iestivities oIIiciall\ NicN oII on 6unda\ the 
15th oI 'ecePber Zith .irihiPete in the &it\ at 
7e 5auparaha 3arN and 3ątaNa $rt � 0useuP. 
%etZeen ����pP and ����pP, coPe along Zith 
friends and whąnau to purchase Christmas gifts and 
enMo\ delicious Nai IroP local stallholders. :arP up 
\our vocal cords Ior soPe Zell�NnoZn carols Zith 
1icN 7ansle\ IroP �pP. ,I the Zeather has other 
ideas, outdoor Iestivities Zill Pove inside to 7e 
5auparaha $rena and begin at �pP.
7he Iun and celebrations don’t stop Zith &hristPas. 
2nce Ze’re into the neZ \ear, get read\ Ior a long 
:ellington $nniversar\ ZeeNend oI live Pusic and 
dancing as part of the free Summer Concert Series, 
IroP �pP to �pP each night betZeen the ��th and 
��th oI -anuar\. 1e[t \ear, the concerts Zill be held 
in the neZ location oI $dventure 3arN in :hitb\. 
3acN a picnic and get \our dancing shoes on Ior Iour 
Iabulous nights oI live Pusic IroP local bands.
7hen, 3orirua’s suPPer events Zill end in st\le Zith 
another action�pacNed, Iree :aitangi 'a\ event 
Ieaturing live Pusic, activities, and stalls at 7e 
5auparaha 3arN, 7e 5auparaha $rena, 3ątaka Art 
� 0useuP, and 7e $Zarua�o�3orirua Harbour IroP 
��pP to �pP.
9isit poriruacit\.govt.n] Ior Pore inIorPation about 
all the events in 3orirua this suPPer.

2nl\ Pinutes IroP the centre oI :ellington, a 
lush native Iorest sits Zaiting Ior \ou to e[plore. 
=ealandia 7e 0ąra a 7ąne is a ����hectare 
ecosanctuar\ located in a hidden valle\ 
surrounded b\ the Zorld’s Iirst predator e[clusion 
Ience. 7his special Ience Neeps PaPPalian 
predators out, providing rare and threatened native 
species Zith a saIe place to call hoPe. 
7hese species have been reintroduced as part oI 
=ealandia’s ����\ear vision to restore the valle\. 
6oPe species have even begun spreading out into 
:ellington, creating one oI the onl\ cities in the 
Zorld Zhere bird biodiversit\ is increasing. 7he 
aZard�Zinning sanctuar\ provides the opportunit\ 
to get up close with these rare and endangered 
species living Zild. 
.ąNą Iill the air Zith their Zhistling sounds, taNahĒ 
roaP the valle\ hills, and rare hihi�stitchbird Ilit 
aPong tree branches. $ guided da\ tour Zith our 
e[perienced guides is the best Za\ to taNe in the 
sights and sounds oI this regenerating native 
Iorest, learn to spot even the rarest oI species and 
get the Post out oI \our visit.
$t night, get close to the iconic species oI $otearoa. 
Kiwi are heard and seen rustling through the 
undergroZth, ancient tuatara venture out oI their 
burroZs, and gloZ ZorPs put on a PaMestic light 
displa\. 
:ith �� NiloPetres oI trails, an onsite caIp, da\ 
tours, night tours, and aPa]ing ZildliIe, there’s 
plent\ to see. 'on’t sit on the Ience ² head to 
visit]ealandia.coP and visit toda\�

Check out summer events 
in Porirua

Explore the sanctuary

IMAGINEIMAGINE

A SECRET VALLEY IN THE HEART OF WELLINGTON

You’re an important part of this.
Don’t sit on the fence

www.visitzealandia.com

Visit today



7he ŅtaNi .ite )estival Zill transIorP the .apiti 
Coast into a whimsical, wondrous world of 
iPagination on the �th and 9th oI 0arch. .ites in 
the shape oI sea creatures Zill dive betZeen the 
clouds while others taking the form of creatures 
and characters of all kinds will soar up, up, and 
aZa\ into the sN\.
7he Iree IaPil\ e[travagan]a, taNing place on the 
beautiIul ŅtaNi %each, is renoZned Ior sparNing 
iPaginations \oung and old as Zorld�class Nites 
oI all shapes and si]es taNe Ilight, thrilling and 
delighting both avid Nite Il\ers and those Zho 
haven’t hoisted one in \ears. $ttracting roughl\ 
��,��� visitors, the event Ieatures Nite Il\ers IroP 
across the motu and around the world, while some 
oI the contraptions are IloZn speciall\ at the ŅtaNi 
.ite )estival. 
$n ancient invention that has been traced bacN to 
the 5th centur\ %&, Nites Zere said to have been 
invented b\ &hinese philosophers 0o]i and /u 
%an. 7he\’ve been used Ior centuries in a Zide 
variet\ oI applications including scientiIic research, 
Pilitar\ Pissions, Peasuring distances, testing 
Zind, coPPunication, and, oI course, Ior Iun� 
7oda\, the\ coPe in all shapes, si]es, and colours 
² \ou Pight see harleTuin orcas, Iire�breathing 
dragons, or giant Mell\Iish taNing to the sNies at 
2taNi .ite )estival�
$s a Iull�bloZn Pulti�da\ event, there is plent\ to 
do at the ŅtaNi .ite )estival alongside watching the 
Nites bob and Zeave through the sN\. 5oving, live 
entertainPent PaNes its Za\ betZeen Iood trucNs 
and ParNet stalls, Zhile the Nids’ corner includes 
all Ninds oI Iun. 
)loat into Pagic and ZhiPs\ at the ���� ŅtaNi .ite 
)estival.

&reativit\ shines bright in ŅtaNi over :ellington 
$nniversar\ ZeeNend Zhen the ŅtaNi 3otter\ &lub’s 
)estival oI 3ots and *arden $rt taNes up residence 
in the beautiIul $naP &ara *ardens IroP the ��th to 
the ��th oI -anuar\. 
5enoZned Ior its vibrant and eclectic atPosphere, 
the Iestival serves as a platIorP Ior ePerging and 
established creatives to coPe together, e[change 
ideas, and connect Zith a coPPunit\ oI liNePinded 
individuals. 9isitors on the other hand enMo\ the 
uniTue opportunit\ to engage Zith industr\ creatives 
and learn about the artIorP. 
$rtist e[hibitions Zill be vast and varied, shoZcasing 
the diverse range oI st\les and techniTues 
1eZ =ealand’s talented potters, ceraPicists, 
and Pultidisciplinar\ artists have Pastered or 
engineered. 9isitors can Iind their Iavourites and 
even purchase a special piece oI artZorN Ior their 
hoPe or garden. 
For those who prefer a hands-on approach, 
interactive ZorNshops and live dePonstrations 
provide the perIect platIorP Ior e[ploration. $rtists 
Zill proIIer their sNills and techniTues to visitors in 
the live potter\�PaNing sessions Zhile the .ell\ 	 
&o Have a *o space alloZs Iestivalgoers to tr\ their 
hand at the Zheel Ior Iree under e[pert guidance. 
For professional and recreational potters alike, as 
Zell as Ior the siPpl\ curious, guest artist talNs oIIer 
insightIul conversations Zith Ieatured creatives. 
Meanwhile, the delightful onsite café is the perfect 
place to sit bacN and enMo\ the live Pusic. 
,PPerse \ourselI in a Zorld oI natural beaut\, artistic 
e[pression, and unbridled creativit\ at the )estival oI 
3ots and *arden $rt.

Up, up, and away

Create and explore
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Summer times

Artwork by Martin Henty.

• Fresh salads • Boil-up on Thurs & Fridays 
• Hot meat sandwiches on Wednesdays
• Paninis, sandwiches, toasted wraps/

sandwiches • Gourmet savouries
• Smoothies & milkshakes • Emporio coffee 
• Variety of vegetarian and keto options
• REAL FRUIT ICE CREAMS

• freshly baked pies daily 
• filled rolls, sandwiches 
• world famous doughnuts 
• great variety of cakes 
• bread and pizza bread

OZ’S 
BAKERY 

06 364 5468

200 State Highway 1, Ōtaki

fairtrade 
organic coffee

Anam Cara Gardens 150 Rangiuru Rd, Ōtaki | www.otakipotteryclub.org

Featuring: 
Artisan Market, Demonstrations, Have a Go, Artist Talks, Onsite Café

Festival of Pots and Garden Art 2025
Wellington Anniversary Weekend January 16th - 20th 10am - 4pm (late night on Friday until 8pm)

Old School Beauty 
& Electrolysis

• Nails • Eyes • Makeup • Microdermabrasion
• Facial treatments to relax, rejuvenate, replenish

• Electrolysis •  Waxing • Red vein & skin tag removal

Open Tues-Thurs 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm
26 Dunstan St, Otaki | www.oldschoolbeauty.co.nz

100% NZ 100% NZ 100% NZ 
owned & operatedowned & operatedowned & operated

ÊÃÐÆÅÔÃÈTÇÆ, Å×STÑÏ«ÏÃÆÇ ÊÃÐÆÅÔÃÈTÇÆ, Å×STÑÏ«ÏÃÆÇ ÊÃÐÆÅÔÃÈTÇÆ, Å×STÑÏ«ÏÃÆÇ 
PRODUCTS FROM HIGH GRADE LEATHERPRODUCTS FROM HIGH GRADE LEATHERPRODUCTS FROM HIGH GRADE LEATHER

All our belts are made in our Otaki workshop 
using traditional cutting, stitching, splitting & 

burnishing equipment.

Ph 06 364 5567 | 211 Main Highway Otaki
www.qualityleathernz.com

SHOP ONLINE: www.hebebotanicals.co.nz

Completely natural.  

8 hours complete protection 
by independent analysis.  

Approved for use in all 
countries.

Non-oily and pleasant smell.

Locally owned and operated. 
212 Main Road, Otaki, 5512

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-4pm, Sun 10-4pm
Phone (06) 210 2509 | www.mcandrewsmenswear.com

Back to contents



ŅtaNi is chocNa Zith personalit\ and originalit\. 
Sitting at the top of the Kapiti Coast and at the 
end oI 7ransPission *ull\, this shining geP oI 
a town is a treat in the summertime – whether 
\ou’re aIter nature, culture, shopping, or 
rela[ation. 
2n ŅtaNi’s vibrant Pain street there are caIps, 
eateries, and outlets aplent\. ,n Iact, Zhether 
\ou’re in the ParNet Ior &hristPas presents or 
post�holida\ sales, ŅtaNi’s boutiTues Zill let \ou 
shop till \ou drop� %\ venturing Must oII the Pain 
drag or even Iurther aIield, \ou’ll discover a 
librar\, PuseuP, galleries, and the ZeeNl\ ParNet 
iI \ou’re there on a 6unda\. 7here are several 
marae dotted around the township and the 
0ąoriland Hub hosts coPPunit\ arts events over 
the course oI the \ear, so Neep an e\e on ŅtaNi’s 
social calendar for fun gigs and shows scheduled 
this sill\ season. 
ŅtaNi %each is an ideal spot Ior outdoor activities 
and perIect Ior the Nids to enMo\ the sand 
and spra\ along the saIe and shalloZ shores. 
From dog walking to windsurfing, fishing, and 
horsebacN riding, \our ŅtaNi getaZa\ Zill be Iilled 
Zith PePories b\ the ocean. &harter a boat or 
ePbarN on a paddleboard or Na\aN adventure iI 
\ou’re craving the open ocean.
*o Ior a scenic c\cle or a Zee Zander along the 
river. $ TuicN drive Zill lead \ou to the PagniIicent 
7ararua 5anges, a Iantastic place Ior hiNing or 
biking the endless tracks and trails suitable for 
an\ age and Iitness level. 
0aNe \our Za\ to ŅtaNi Ior a Tuintessential .iZi 
suPPer.

7he ŅtaNi 7e Horo area is the cool northern 
booNend oI the .apiti &oast. 2ur region is rich Zith 
histor\, a strong and active local coPPunit\ voice, 
and noZ Iaster than ever to get to Zith the 5auPati 
to ŅtaNi stretch shaving those Pinutes oII at ��� 
NiloPetres per hour�
7he ŅtaNi 	 7e Horo %usiness $ssociation �Ņ7H%$� 
Zas IorPed in late -ul\ Zith the intention oI 
supporting local businesses to connect, grow, 
and thrive. 2ur population is e[pected to double 
b\ ����, Zith around ��� businesses alread\ 
operating in the area and �� Ņ7H%$ PePbers 
and counting. 5un b\ business Ior business, Ze 
ZelcoPe neZ and e[isting enterprises to Moin ² 
together Ze can be a strong collective voice. 
7here’s a lot oI opportunit\ here Ior neZ retail, 
industr\, agriculture, creatives, trades, ,7, 
education, \ou naPe it. ŅtaNi 5ailZa\ retail area 
is getting a PaNeover starting in ����, so noZ is 
the perIect tiPe to Moin the action. )or e[aPple, 
Ze don’t \et have a butcher, deli, shoe shop, 
pharPac\, Nids’ Zear store, or Zine bar in this part 
oI toZn \et�
7he\ don’t call it 6unn\ ŅtaNi Ior nothing and 
Ze’re e[cited about Zhat the Iuture brings Ior our 
businesses. :e’ve had soPe e[cellent Pahi to 
scaIIold IroP that has alread\ been done in the 
area, Zith plent\ oI passionate local organisations, 
groups, and individuals Zho ZorN hard to 
constantl\ iPprove the place the\ call hoPe. 
,I \ou’re thinNing oI PaNing the Pove, get in touch 
Zith Ņ7H%$ at otaNitehorobusinessassociation#
gPail.coP to start PaNing connections.

Everything and more

Down to business
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170 OLD SH1, ŌTAKI • 06 364-6743
• Gift voucher • coffee cups • art • tshirts and caps • jams and preserves

OPEN 7 DAYS: Cafe 7am-3pm, kitchen closes 2.30pm.
• Wheelchair access • All-day menu til 2.30pm • Parking at rear • Dine in or take away

CONDITIONS APPLY: MONDAY - FRIDAY • 5% DISCOUNT

GOLD 
CARD 

It’s your local

OPEN 7 DAYS

FREE local delivery

06 364 8389
Titoki Street, Ōtaki 5512

www.hammerhardware.co.nz

Ph: 06 364 8260 | 2 Old Coach Road North, Ōtaki
E: office@otakigolfclub.co.nz | www.otakigolfclub.co.nz

Hire clubs, trundlers and electric carts available
Receive $5 off your green fees when you mention this ad

Open
7 days 

Traditional cider crafted on the 
Kapiti Coast with locally grown fruit

Award winning, sugar-free and dry. 
Cider the way it should be!

www.elementalcider.co.nz

RESIDENTIAL SALESPERSON

Peter Heald
027 536 5616
peter.heald@uniquerealty.co.nz

professionals.co.nz/agent/peter-heald

/petehealdrealestate

Licensed REAA 2008

YOUR
EXPERT
IN ŌTAKI
REAL ESTATE

62 Riverbank Rd, Ōtaki
Phone 06 364 5767
orders@dowco.co.nz

SOAPBOX 
FACTORY

Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm
Friday 9am-3pm

KLEEN-AWAY
5L litre bottle
• Organic weed strike.
• Kills annual weeds 
 and grasses.
• Fast acting.
• Easy to use.

only
$80

Also available in 2L & 20L
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Summer times – 
Wairarapa

:ith holida\s on the hori]on, ensuring \our 
suitcase is pacNed eIIicientl\ is a necessit\. <our 
sZiPsuits should PaNe \ou Ieel coPIortable 
and secure all da\ long, Zhile a good�Iitting bra 
that ZorNs Ior all occasions is paraPount Ior an\ 
vacation ² Zhether lu[urious or adventurous� 
6halari %outiTue /ingerie 	 6ZiPZear Zill ensure 
\ou Iind the perIect Iit Ior \our suPPer vacation.
/ingerie and sZiPZear are not one�si]e�Iits�all 
garPents, as Ze are all diIIerent shapes and si]es� 
,n Iact, around �� percent oI ZoPen are Zearing 
the Zrong si]e bra. )or the best support and 
coPIort, visit 6halari %outiTue Ior a Iitting.
7here are Pan\ signs oI an ill�Iitting bra. ,I the 
underwire feels uncomfortable; the straps are 
too tight or too loose or ride up, there are signs of 
bulging over the cups or the\ gape, the centre Iront 
is too loose or too tight, or the band is digging in or 
riding up, odds are \ou’re not Zearing the correct 
si]e or shape.  
$ Zell�Iitting bra should Pean \ou barel\ Ieel it. 
,t should IolloZ the contours oI \our bod\ and in 
doing so, oIIer better support. 6halari %outiTue’s 
Iitting e[perience is coPprehensive, giving \ou the 
NnoZledge \ou need to never be uncoPIortable 
again.  
:ith an e[tensive catalogue oI Iashionable 
products, 6halari %outiTue has st\les to suit ever\ 
Iigure and taste. 7he saPe bra Pa\ not ZorN 
Ior ever\one, but 6halari %outiTue is alZa\s the 
perIect Iit.

$ bach at the beach is Tuintessentiall\ .iZi. )roP 
suPPer barbecues to getaZa\s Zith Iriends, 
IaPil\ vacations to roPantic ZeeNends, a house 
b\ the sea is Zhere Pagic PoPents are shared 
and PePories are Pade. ,I \ou’re on the hunt Ior 
a holida\ hoPe, looN no Iurther than )lat 3oint 
%each in :airarapa. 
$s iI ePerging naturall\ IroP the dunes, this 
Pulti�level three�bedrooP, three�bathrooP hoPe 
Zas designed in tune Zith its surroundings. 
7he e[terior blends in Zith the Zild :airarapa 
landscape without compromising on structural 
integrit\. &raIted Zith the highest Tualit\ 
materials and cutting-edge technologies to 
protect the building from beachside weather 
conditions, upNeep oI this )lat 3oint %each 
propert\ is PiniPal and eas\. :hat’s Pore, the 
la\out Ieatures Pultiple decNs, ensuring \ou can 
enMo\ the sZeeping vieZs all \ear round. 
7he interior oI the house is conceived as one 
large space Zith split levels to create intiPate 
nooNs. ,t includes a beautiIul Iireplace to Neep 
\ou cos\ and three heat puPps to sta\ cool 
in suPPer and ZarP in Zinter. 7he tZo�car 
garage is perIect Ior Neeping \our cars protected 
IroP the salt. 2ne oI the bedrooPs is also a 
self-contained flat with a kitchenette, its own 
bathrooP, and its oZn decN.
&atch sunsets and Poonrises, enMo\ bluebird 
da\s and tuPbling storPs, and create a liIetiPe 
oI PePories at this beautiIul boutiTue bach in 
)lat 3oint %each.

Holiday comfort

Invest in memories

FLATPOINT
BEACH

AN OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME AT FLAT POINT BEACH – WAIRARAPA COAST 
FOR SALE: A multi-level, well-built, architecturally-designed beach house. Three double bedrooms, three bathrooms (one with a spa bath), 
two-car garage, situated on a large front corner 1970m2 section.

For more information or to view: www.flatpoint.co.nz | Phone: 027 417 2973 | Email: mary@flatpoint.co.nz

Stargazing at StonehengeStargazing at Stonehenge
Star Trek Lazer Tour

Beginning with a presentation on the current night sky which includes 
an audiovisual. Followed by a lazer tour of the night sky (weather 
permitting). Available any evening by appointment from late Jan.

Gift vouchers available

Stonehenge Aotearoa

Gift vouchers available
Open 10am to 4pm Wednesday to Sunday. Private bookings 

available any time or day by appointment. For further information 
phone 06 377 1600 or visit our web page: 

www.stonehenge-aotearoa.nz

The World’s 
Quickest Makeover

“It’s what’s underneath that ma�ers”

Shalari Boutique 
Lingerie

104 Main Street, Greytown
Ph 06 304 7170

www.shalari.co.nz

Fi�ing 
Specialists

Back to contents



W
B

S0
0

77

Ts & Cs apply. Rates subject to change.

(06) 370 0070 | wbs@wbs.net.nz | 125 Queen Street, Masterton | wbs.net.nz
Get in touch now to discuss your borrowing and investing needs

Looking for your 
own place in the 
sun this summer?

Looking for somewhere 
secure to invest your 
hard-earned savings? 
WBS in Masterton has been helping 
New Zealanders grow their wealth for 
more than 150 years. We’ve grown and 
diversified alongside our people, all the 
while distributing our profits back to 
the local community. In these times of 
fluctuating rates, why not settle into a 
stable term deposit with us?

Two children from the Gleeson family in Wairarapa
are among our youngest investors.

Talk to us about buying your new home
If you’re looking for change, right now is the right time to talk to WBS. 
Whether you’re keen to buy a second home, want to upgrade your current home,
or you’re looking to renovate, WBS has the right lending solution for you. 
Why not get in touch with us today?

13

Summer times

:hen \ou oZn \our oZn hoPe and \ou’re read\ 
Ior a neZ proMect, Zhat do \ou do Zith \our eTuit\" 
7hat’s Zhen it’s tiPe Ior a change.
$t :%6, our lending teaP are all e[perienced in 
arranging lending for people who are looking to 
rebuild, renovate, or bu\ a second hoPe. 7hese 
clients are usuall\ at a point Zhere the\ are in a 
good Iinancial position and read\ to Pove up the 
propert\ ladder.
:%6 Portgage and lending specialist 5ose 6tevens 
sa\s she enMo\s ZorNing Zith people taNing these 
ne[t steps in their lives.
´2Iten �but not alZa\s�, these people are in their 
��s. 7he\’re at the stage Zhen the\ have eTuit\ 
in their e[isting propert\ and the\ Zant to do 
soPething neZ,µ 5ose sa\s. ´, liNe dealing Zith 
these clients because the\’re liNe us, liNe our 
lending teaP. 7he\’re in our age group. :e can put 
theP at ease because Ze’re at a siPilar stage oI our 
lives.µ
7he people approaching :%6 about lending Ior 
secondar\ proMects are oIten reaching the point 
Zhere the\’re setting thePselves up Ior retirePent. 
7he teaP also have Pan\ \ounger clients looNing 
to renovate a house the\’ve bought, or to rebuild a 
hoPe.
´7he best Iirst step Ior an\ propert\ change is 
to coPe and discuss \our plans Zith us,µ 5ose 
sa\s. ´:e’d be Pore than happ\ to talN through 
\our plans, and Ze’ll do our best to sort out \our 
borroZing needs.µ

<ou don’t have to travel to 3rovence to Irolic 
aPongst the IaPous lavender blooPs ² \ou can 
Iind that saPe Moie de vivre right here in $otearoa 
at /avender $bbe\ in &arterton. %eautiIull\ IraPed 
against the 7ararua 5ange, the seePingl\ endless 
purple rows fill the air with sweet fragrance and the 
da\ Zith Pagical PePories. 
7he plants are in Iull blooP during the 
suPPertiPe, Zhich is Zh\ 'ecePber and -anuar\ 
are chocNa Zith lavender�thePed events. 3icN 
\our oZn lavender da\s oIIer a uniTue, hands�
on experience that are fun for little and big Kiwis 
aliNe. 7he best Za\ to enMo\ the da\ at the IarP is 
b\ bringing along a picnic oI Iresh local produce 
IroP this Iertile region. 2nce all \our treats are 
secured, find a spot in the middle of the field and 
Zhile the da\ aZa\ enMo\ing the breathtaNing vieZs, 
the sweet fragrance, and the one-of-a-kind photo 
opportunit\� 
:ith Pore than �,��� IloZering lavender plants, 
/avender $bbe\ has been aZarded best lavender 
oil in 1eZ =ealand under the grosso variet\ Ior 
three \ears running� ����, ����, and ����. 7heir 
high�Tualit\, spra\�Iree, boutiTue�groZn lavender 
is transformed into essential oils and used in a 
variet\ oI natural health and Zellbeing products. 
)roP soaps to creaPs, salts to candles, \ou can 
bring hoPe a slice oI this Pagical IarP b\ visiting 
7he %ig %o[ oI /avender shop. 
'ive into a sea oI purple and becoPe iPPersed in 
bliss at /avender $bbe\ this suPPer. 

Move up the property ladder

Dive into bliss

Photo by LCD Photography.



7he 1ational $TuariuP oI 
New Zealand is home to 
saltwater, freshwater, and 
land animal exhibits from 
New Zealand and around 
the Zorld. 7he �.��Pillion�
litre Oceanarium, which 
\ou can e[perience 
with a walk through 
an underZater vieZing 
tunnel, showcases the 
variet\ oI aTuatic species 

that e[ist in HaZNe’s %a\, including stingra\s, 
NingIish, hąpuNu, snapper, and Pore. :atch 
the IaPous little penguins Ieed and pla\ in the 
3enguin &ove, and connect Zith native ZildliIe liNe 
tuatara and NiZi.

Minigolf has been a 
staple oI 1apier’s 0arine 
3arade since the ����s. 
:hat began siPpl\ as 
a large putting green 
has developed into 3ar� 
Minigolf, guaranteed 
Iun Ior \ou and the 
Nids. /ocated adMacent 
to the local isite, \ou’ll 
enMo\ panoraPic vieZs 
oI the coast oI HaZNe’s 

%a\ Zhile \ou coPpete on one oI tZo courses� 
3aciIic 3ro�$P or 'eco 'rive. 7he IorPer is a 
Tuintessential PinigolI course, Iull oI ZacN\ angles, 
tricN\ Zater ha]ards, and tree obstacles. 'eco 
'rive is a coPple[ course Zith organic curves and 
harsh slopes. 

7here is alZa\s soPething 
new and exciting to 
discover at the 07* 
HaZNe’s %a\. 7his aZard�
winning museum is 
made up of three distinct 
buildings – an art deco 
masterpiece, a modernist 
gem, and a light-filled 
galler\ that looNs out 
across the 3aciIic 
2cean. 7he PuseuP’s 

collections tell historic stories of the region and 
be\ond, including the ���� earthTuaNe that 
devastated the region and the legac\ oI art deco 
architecture that is still celebrated toda\. 7heir 
fabulous shop also sells a range of beautiful cards, 
giIts, booNs, and PePentos. 

Ignite \our iPagination 
at the )arada\ 0useuP 
oI 7echnolog\, Zhere 
hands�on adventures 
aZait visitors oI all ages� 
'iscover interactive 
e[hibits Zhere \ou can 
touch, pla\, and e[plore 
the wonders of science, 
technolog\, and histor\ 
in e[citing Za\s. )roP 
historic appliances and 

engines to energ\ sources and gaPes, there’s so 
Puch to see and uncover. $ Pagical place Zhere 
histor\ coPes to liIe aneZ, the )arada\ 0useuP 
oI 7echnolog\ oIIers an e[perience \ou Zon’t 
Iorget that’s perIect Ior IaPilies and an\one Zith a 
curious Pind�
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Par2 Minigolf 

MTG Hawke’s Bay 

Faraday Museum 
of Technology

The National Aquarium 
of NZ

Photo by Molly Rose Nilsson.



Ocean 6pa is 1apier’s 
premier heated pool and 
Àtness coPple[ located 
on 0arine 3arade. 
%oasting open�air, heated, 
and chlorinated pools 
and spas with panoramic 
ocean vieZs, visitors can 
enMo\ a range oI options 
from the toddler pool to 
therapeutic pools with 
water fountains and pool 

Mets. 9isitors can unZind in spacious outdoor spa 
pools and reIuel Zith a coIIee or bite to eat at %ach 
&aIp. &entrall\ located, 2cean 6pa is the perIect 
spot to relax and re-energise, rain or shine. 

<ou don’t have to Zait Ior 
hot suPPer da\s to enMo\ 
a da\ in the Zater. 1apier 
$Tuatic &entre is open 
\ear�round Ior Zater�based 
e[ercise and Iun. 7hree 
pools Peans ever\one can 
MuPp in ² choose IroP 
the Iive�lane ���Petre 
lap pool for walking and 
lane swimming, the 
disabilit\�Iriendl\ si[�lane 

,van :ilson 3ool, or the learners’ pool coPplete 
Zith toddler pool and Pini ZaterIall. 7he coPple[ 
also Ieatures Zaterslides, a spra\ parN open IroP 
October to March, a beautiful outdoor area, and 
rela[ing spas. -uPp in and have Iun�

.noZn Ior its uniTue 
atPosphere, HaZNe’s %a\ 
)arP\ard =oo provides a 
saIe, clean environPent 
Zith inIorPative signage, 
liPestone ZalNZa\s, 
and a picnic area to 
accommodate large 
groups such as birthda\ 
parties and work 
Iunctions. 7he aniPals 
at the ]oo include pigs, 

sheep and calves, ostriches, alpacas, turtles, 
peacocNs, and Pan\ Pore, and Nids Zill have the 
opportunit\ to get up close and Ieed soPe oI theP. 
:ith a pla\ground, train rides, and pon\ rides 
available, the hardest part Zill be getting the IaPil\ 
bacN into the car. 

Located near the heart of 
1apier, .enned\ 3arN is 
an accommodation option 
that’s Iun Ior the Zhole 
Zhąnau. 7here is so Puch 
to do onsite that \ou’ll be 
tempted to spend entire 
da\s on the prePises. 
.ids and adults Zill love 
the heated swimming 
complex, basketball half 
court, and giant outdoor 

chess board. 6troll the gardens or rela[ at the 
caIp Zhile the taPariNi let loose at the adventure 
pla\ground and on the colourIul MuPping pilloZ. 
6pend tiPe in the gaPes rooP pla\ing pool, table�
top gaPes, or air hocNe\ together as a IaPil\. 
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Kennedy Park

Hawke’s Bay 
Farmyard Zoo 

Napier Aquatic Centre

Ocean Spa

PUTT, PLAY
AND ENJOY

THE VIEW!

By the Soundshell, by the sea | Marine Parade, Napier

P
A

T

Open 7 days | 9:30am - 4.00pm
www.par2golf.co.nz | 06 834 0248
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My favourite places
7aNe \our Zhąnau on a trip the\’ll rePePber 
Iorever this suPPer. 
2ur beautiIul countr\ is at her sparNliest in the 
ZarPer Ponths, no Patter \our niche. )roP beach 
da\s to breathtaNing looNouts, starga]ing to aniPal 
e[cursions, thrill�seeNing adventures to lu[urious 
rela[ation locations, $otearoa has it all. :e’re lucN\ 
to call this place our home, 
so get out there and e[plore it this suPPer�

1. Blackfern Lodge

2. Time For Food Cafe

3. Mairenui Rural Retreat

4. Admiral's View Motel

5. Bus Stop Cafe

6. MOOMAA Cafe and Design Store

100% Pure NZ, we make your stay easy with all inclusive 
packages for the Timber Trail — luxury accommodation, 

meals, shuttles, bike hire and outstanding Kiwi hospitality. 
1731 Ongarue Stream Rd, Waimiha 

(57kms north of Taumarunui)   
07 894 7677 | blackfernlodge.co.nz

BLACKFERN LODGE

to recharge yourselves while fulfilling 
Tongariro – Turangi – Taupo journeys!

Stop into our café in the heart of 
Turangi Town Centre

35 Tūrangi Town Centre, Tūrangi
Phone: 07 217 8888

Stop into our café in the heart of 

Mairenui Rural Retreat

1019 Ruahine Road RD 54, Mangaweka | 06 382 5564
www.mairenui.co.nz | mairenui@inspire.net.nz

Tranquil, self-contained accommodation 
(The Retreat & The Villa) set in scenic Northern 
Manawatu hill country. Ideal for romantic getaways 
or family gatherings by the fireside.

1

3

2

Experience Bay of Islands with us!
Peaceful self-contained units with seaviews and sunny terraces 
- we’ve got you covered!

2 MacMurray Road, Paihia 09 402 6236
0800 247 234        info@admiralsviewlodge.co.nz 
www.admiralsviewmotel.co.nz
0800 247 234        info@admiralsviewlodge.co.nz 

1 8 1 3  S TAT E  H I G H WAY  1  • M A R T O N

c a f e • s t o r e • s t a y

0 6  3 2 7  7 7 8 0  •  c a f e @ m o o m a a . n z

w w w. m o o m a a . n z

4

BUS STOP CAFE

Closed from 16th December to 10th January
Recharge with food, coffee & our Kiwi hospitality on 
your road trip!
www.busstopcafe.nz | 021 650 636
55 Sims Road, Te Horo Beach, Kapiti Coast
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Golden Bay Recreation Park, 
2032 Takaka Valley Highway, Takaka

7icN it off your EucNet list this suPPer & enMoy a true 
country style, faPily�friendly show in *olden %ay!

SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY 2025

127th Golden Bay 
A&P Show

7. Alexandra Holiday Park

8. The Packing Shed

9. Paulina's

10. Golden Bay A&P Show

11. Anatoki Salmon

12. Hanmer Springs App

13. Otira Stagecoach Hotel

14. Okarito Boat Eco Tours

15. Geraldine Vintage Car & Machinery Club 
Museum

16. Muscle Car Madness

17. Quinney’s Bush Camp

�����������������

Collingwood

Canterbury

Otago

Oamaru

Kaikōura

Marlborough

Southland

West Coast

Nelson
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Golden Bay

Waimate
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My favourite places
:hether \ou choose to point \our coPpass north 
or south, prefer to embrace the heat on the beach 
or escape to the cool of the mountains, like to 
revisit \our Iavourite hotspots or e[plore neZ 
places, one thing is guaranteed in Aotearoa in the 
suPPertiPe� long da\s, bright nights, and that 
Ieeling oI adventure. 7aNe \our tiPe and soaN in 
the season this holida\ ² it’s the .iZi Za\�

A little gem of Central Otago 
that will keep you returning.

Open for lunch Monday-Friday & available 
on weekends for private functions

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: 03 449 2757
68 Boulton Road, Earnscleugh, Alexandra

thepackingshednz.com

Enjoy the best of Central Otago hospitality 
& live music on the weekends!
OPEN 7 DAYS | 03 449 3236 | paulinas.co.nz
6 Naylor Street, Clyde

• Groups welcome. 
Ask about the complex (5 brms, sleeps 
30 or Matti Lodge, sleeps 18)

• 300 camp sites
• Heated ablution block in winter
• &aELQV, tourLVt ȵatV, cottaJeV, lodJeV 	 

family units
• Secure bike storage

44 Manuherikia Rd (PO Box 7), Alexandra • Phone 03 448 8297
Email: info@ahp.nz • www.ahp.nz

BOOK NOW: 03 738 2890
info@otirahotel.co.nz | www.otirahotel.co.nz

6435 State Highway 73, Otira, Westland

Travel back in time and experience one of the most 
interesting cafés/hotels in New Zealand!
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31 Wharf Street, Okarito, West Coast 
(25km north of Franz Josef)

03 753 4223 • www.okaritoboattours.co.nz

Experience the magic of Okarito
Explore the superb birdlife and untouched serenity of 

1=ȇs largest unPodiȴed wetland� 2Yer ����ha of 
lagoons and wildlife�rich waterways�

SAT 25TH SUN 26TH JAN 2025SSSSSSSSAAAASAATATAATATATAT 22222255555555 SSSUUUNNN 2266
Rangiora Showgrounds 9am - 4pm

(Under 16)

Stottle Promotions, PO Box 1, Rolleston, 7643 
Phone Correna 027 545 7877

musclecarmadnessnz@gmail.com

255 Kohatu-Kawatiri HWY, Motupiko Tasman, Nelson 7072
Check out our website! www.quinneysbush.co.nz

Non-Powered Sites
Powered Sites

Cabins
Caravans

Camp Easy Tents

Waterslide
Flying Fox

River Swimming
Campfires

Dog Friendly
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Bucket list travel – 
Chatham Islands
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)olloZing Must a tZo�hour Ilight IroP 1eZ =ealand, 
\ou can Iind \ourselI on the &hathaP ,slands, a 
paradise with dramatic coastlines plunging into 
deep blue seas, thick emerald forests, a fascinating 
histor\ Zaiting to be unlocNed, and all the hunting, 
Iishing, diving, sZiPPing, and adventures \ou could 
asN Ior. 
,n the suPPertiPe, the &hathaP ,slands register 
an average tePperature that is siPpl\ perIect. 
:arPed b\ the sun, \ou Zon’t be able to help taNing 
a dip in the cr\stalline Zaters ever\ chance \ou 
get. ,t’s teePing Zith Parine liIe and e[cellent Ior 
snorNelling, diving, and Iishing. 3lus, it PaNes Ior a 
great vieZ Zhile lounging on the beach. 
)roP ancient Iorests to native and endePic species, 
islands &hathaP and 3itt enMo\ an incredibl\ diverse 
natural environPent. ([plore the basalt coluPns 
and ���Pillion�\ear�old Iossils ² there are over ��� 
recorded archaeological hotspots. HiNe through 
Henga 6cenic 5eserve, 1ĨNau %ush &onservation 
$rea, $dPiral *arden, and 7uNu 1ature 5eserve, 
Zhere \ou’ll encounter uniTue species oI Ilora and 
Iauna. *oing on bushZalNs or coastal tracNs are 
Pust�dos, Zhether that’s b\ Ioot or on horsebacN� 
7he &hathaP ,slands aren’t lacNing in cultural and 
historical attractions either. :ander the PuseuP, 
local art galleries, and private studios, as Zell as the 
�� registered historic places. (co Iocused, leisure 
lover, adventure seeNer, or histor\ aIicionado, the 
&hathaP ,slands are a Zhole Zorld aZa\.

Island adventures

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON 
OR CHRISTCHURCH 
DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS 
Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand's most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport. 

Due to ever increasing popularity and in conjunction with Air Chathams and Hotel Chathams, we have 
decided to run a tour out to the Chatham Islands for folks from Auckland, Wellington, or Christchurch 
during 2022. We will be using a 50 passenger ATR aircraft, where we will have up to 8 fully guided days 
to explore our most eastern island before returning home. Pitt Island is an option as is fishing. 

Tour# 43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham XAuckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8:30am-arrive Auckland 10.30am 

Tour# 44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am-arrive Wellington 11.15am 

Tour# 45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:45pm 
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9:30am-arrive Christchurch 11.00am 

All Inclusive Costing 
per person X Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch 

SINGLE shared facilities .............................................................. $4,373 
TWIN/ DOUBLE with ensuite ...................................................... $4,473 
SUPERIOR SUITES .................................................................... $4,573 

Make up your party now and take advantage of your 
preferred accommodation while availability lasts. 

www.chathamislandtours.nz/contact/booking_enquiry 

MERV'S CHATHAM 
ISLAND TOURS 

Phone 03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com E F;�:b�ok

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON 
OR CHRISTCHURCH 
DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS 
Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand's most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport. 

Due to ever increasing popularity and in conjunction with Air Chathams and Hotel Chathams, we have 
decided to run a tour out to the Chatham Islands for folks from Auckland, Wellington, or Christchurch 
during 2022. We will be using a 50 passenger ATR aircraft, where we will have up to 8 fully guided days 
to explore our most eastern island before returning home. Pitt Island is an option as is fishing. 

Tour# 43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham XAuckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8:30am-arrive Auckland 10.30am 

Tour# 44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am-arrive Wellington 11.15am 

Tour# 45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:45pm 
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9:30am-arrive Christchurch 11.00am 

All Inclusive Costing 
per person X Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch 

SINGLE shared facilities .............................................................. $4,373 
TWIN/ DOUBLE with ensuite ...................................................... $4,473 
SUPERIOR SUITES .................................................................... $4,573 

Make up your party now and take advantage of your 
preferred accommodation while availability lasts. 

www.chathamislandtours.nz/contact/booking_enquiry 

MERV'S CHATHAM 
ISLAND TOURS 

Phone 03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com E F;�:b�ok

Tour #43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Auckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.30pm
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8.30am - arrive Auckland 10.30am

Tour #44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.30pm
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am - arrive Wellington 11.15am

Tour #45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.45pm
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.30am - arrive Christchurch 11.00am

Tour #46 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch and incorporates 
“Festival of Science week”
Tue 16th Aug, 2022 departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.30pm
Tue 23rd Aug, 2022 departs Chatham Islands 9.30am - arrive Christchurch 11.00am

Tour #47 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Whanganui
Sun 2rd Oct 2022 departs Whanganui 7.00am arrive Chatham 9.45 am (CI)
Sun 9th Oct 2022 departs Chatham 5.15pm arrive Whanganui 6.30pm
All-inclusive from $4,725 -- $4,925

Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand’s most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport.

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON 
OR CHRISTCHURCH 
DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS 
Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand's most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport. 

Due to ever increasing popularity and in conjunction with Air Chathams and Hotel Chathams, we have 
decided to run a tour out to the Chatham Islands for folks from Auckland, Wellington, or Christchurch 
during 2022. We will be using a 50 passenger ATR aircraft, where we will have up to 8 fully guided days 
to explore our most eastern island before returning home. Pitt Island is an option as is fishing. 

Tour# 43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham XAuckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8:30am-arrive Auckland 10.30am 

Tour# 44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am-arrive Wellington 11.15am 

Tour# 45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:45pm 
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9:30am-arrive Christchurch 11.00am 

All Inclusive Costing 
per person X Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch 

SINGLE shared facilities .............................................................. $4,373 
TWIN/ DOUBLE with ensuite ...................................................... $4,473 
SUPERIOR SUITES .................................................................... $4,573 

Make up your party now and take advantage of your 
preferred accommodation while availability lasts. 

www.chathamislandtours.nz/contact/booking_enquiry 

MERV'S CHATHAM 
ISLAND TOURS 

Phone 03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com E F;�:b�ok

Tour #60
Thur 9th Jan 2025, depart Wellington 1:00pm – arrive Chathams 3:30pm (CI time)
Thur 16th Jan 2025, depart Chathams 9:30am – arrive Wellington 10:45am

Tour #61 (Prior to Easter)
Tue 8th April 2025, depart Christchurch 2:00pm – arrive Chathams 4:45pm (CI time)
Tue 15th April 2025, depart Chathams 9:30am – arrive Christchurch 11:00am

Tour #62 (Over Easter)
Tue 15th April 2025, depart Christchurch 2:00pm – arrive Chathams 4:45pm (CI time)
Tue 22nd April 2025, depart Chathams 9:30am – arrive Christchurch 11:00am

All inclusive costing per person X Christchurch or Wellington.
SINGLE shared facilities...................................................................$5,000
TWIN/DOUBLE with ensuite ............................................................$5,100
SUPERIOR SUITES.........................................................................$5,200
Make up your party now and take advantage of your preferred 
accommodation while availability lasts.

Phone: (03) 249 8294
Email: chathamislandtours@gmail.com
Web: www.chathamislandtours.nz

Follow us on Facebook

Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand’s most remote and unique places. The Chatham 
Islands are the closest most New Zealanders can get to international travel without 
packing their passport.

WELLINGTON OR CHRISTCHURCH, DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS

Take a step back in time and 
discover the unique, diverse 
and historic Chatham Islands.  

A LAND APART!

Back to contents



19

South Island travel – 
Otago

WAIPIATA

ALEXANDRA

↓ ROXBURGH

CLYDE

RANFURLY
OMAKAU

WEDDERBURN

CHATTO 
CREEK

OTUREHUA

LAUDER

HYDE

MIDDLEMARCH

LAKE 
DUNSTAN

Clutha River

Manuherikia 
River

Taieri River

Taieri 
River

BUTCHERS GULLY

OPHIR

NASEBY

Hyde to Middlemarch – 27.5km
Waipiata to Hyde – 25km

Key:

Ranfurly to Waipiata – 7.5km
Wedderburn to Ranfurly – 13.5km
Oturehua to Wedderburn – 12km
Lauder to Oturehua – 22.5km
Omakau to Lauder – 7km
Chatto Creek to Omakau – 12km
Alexandra to Chatto Creek – 17km
Clyde to Alexandra – 8km

6uPPer is Zell and trul\ on its Za\, Zhich Peans 
it’s tiPe to start planning \our vacation. ,I \ou’re 
Neen to e[plore the rolling hills, tuPbling rivers, 
bush�clad Pountains, and spraZling valle\s oI 
&entral 2tago, let %iNe ,t 1oZ� Zorr\ about all the 
tricN\ organisation, so \ou can Must enMo\ the ride. 
:hether \ou’re Zith \our pals, spending tiPe 
Zith \our Zhąnau, taNing tiPe Ior the tZo oI \ou, 
or oII on a solo adventure, %iNe ,t 1oZ� has an 
e[tensive catalogue oI pre�built itineraries Ior all 
ages, levels, abilities, and interests. 1ature nuts, 
histor\ buIIs, Iood Ianatics, lu[ur\ lovers, and 
adrenaline MunNies aliNe Zill Iind soPething to suit 
their niche. 
6panning *rade � to *rade � trails, the selI�
guided itineraries trace some of the most popular 
trails in $otearoa, including soPe oI our countr\’s 
*reat 5ides. )olloZ along the /aNe 'unstan 7rail, 
the 2tago &entral 5ail 7rail, 5o[burgh *orge 
7rail, &lutha *old 7rail, or iI \ou siPpl\ can’t 
choose Must one, ePbarN on a coPbo e[cursion. 
'epending on \our schedule, \ou can opt Ior a 
one�da\ or overnight trip, or a Pulti�da\ itinerar\ 
that runs IroP three to Iive da\s or even si[ to ��. 
)or those Zho love getting into the thicN oI it but 
also enMo\ a coPIortable space at the end oI the 
da\, the lu[ur\ tours are the best oI both Zorlds. 
(nMo\ boutiTue accoPPodations, the Iinest local 
produce, and a one�oI�a�Nind lu[e e[perience.

Choose your niche

OTAGO CENTRAL RAIL TRAIL
ROXBURGH GORGE

CLUTHA GOLD TRAIL
THE LAKE DUNSTAN TRAIL

“Top notch and absolutely awesome” ~ Dean and Louise

BOOKING NOW FOR 2025/2026!
It is essential to book early to avoid disappointment.
ITINERARY PLANNING | BIKE HIRE | TRANSPORT

• One Day Wonder tours  • Top-quality Trek and Merida Hire bikes 
• Retail and workshop • Electric Bike retail and hire specialists

• 25 Holloway Street, Clyde • 6 Barry Avenue, Cromwell
• Three Parks, Wanaka
Ph 0800 245 366 (NZ) | 1800 446 356 (Aus)
info@bikeitnow.co.nz | www.bikeitnow.co.nz

Bike It Now!
Central Otago

Ph
ot

o 
by

 W
ill

 N
el

so
n.

Award Winning Restaurant & Boutique 
Accommodation in the charming 

historic township of Ophir, near the 
Otago Central Rail Trail.

45 Swindon Street, Ophir | Ph: 03 447 3240 
www.pitches-store.co.nz

5 STAR LUXURY BED AND BREAKFAST LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC 
PRECINCT OF NASEBY, CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND

027 OLD DOCS or 027 653 3627
theolddoctorsresidence@gmail.com

www.olddoctorsresidence.co.nz

OBJECTS OF ART
Cromwell Heritage Precinct • • •  objects-of-art.co.nz

soigné
(adj.) possessing an aura of sophistication in dress, manner or design; 
presented or prepared with an elegance attained through care for fi ner 
details.

554 Earnscleugh Rd, Alexandra, 
Central Otago | 03-449 2067

shop@robertsfamilyfruit.co.nz

• Fresh Fruit & Veges • Real Fruit Ice Creams

• Co�ee • Gi�s and much more...

OPEN 7 DAYS

Back to contents



LOT 1
593m2

LOT 2
601m2

LOT 3
650m2

LOT 4
658m2

LOT 10
593m2

TE MANUAO ROAD

LOT 9
600m2

LOT 8
706m2

LOT 7
708m2

LOT 6
805m2

x 3 x 2 x 2

9 Ropata Te Ao Way, Otaki
COMPLETE PACKAGE FOR

$875,000

Privacy and multiple parking 
spaces in a cul-de-sac adds 
value to this home for a 
new family. Close to school 
and local shops - ready and 
waiting for you!

Complete Package For Sale
9 Ropata Te Ao Way Otaki 

• Extra spacious Entry with designer 
flooring

• Carefully designed kitchen with high 
spec appliances

• Open plan family area with high pitch 
ceiling

• Separate living room
• Beautifully landscaped garden & 

outdoor area

10 Te Puke Te Ao Way, Otaki
COMPLETE PACKAGE

Price by negotiation.
Contact us for more details.

Phone 027 549 0985  |  office@gardnerhomes.net.nz  |  www.gardnerhomes.net.nz

x 3 x 2 x 2




